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"The glory of creation is in its infinite diversity and the way our 
differences combine to create meaning and beauty." 


Honorary Members: Gene Roddenberry, Richard Arnold, James Doohan, Walter Koenig, 
John de Lancie & Marnie Mosiman, Mark Lenard, Michael Okuda, Ernie Over, Susan 
Sackett, Marina Sirtis, Patrick Stewart, Rick Sternbach, George Takei, Guy 
Vardaman, Rupert Evans, Lorraine Kelly, Anne Page, Rick Parfitt, Bjo Trimble. 


Hi, everyone, and welcome to another newsletter. 


We would like to welcome Bjo Trimble as an honorary member of IDIC. Bjo will be 
well known to most of you for the original Star Trek Concordance. She is currently 
working on an updated edition of this and she has been collecting artwork for it, 
although unfortunately the deadline for artwork was May 20th. She is a mine of 
information and puts out an occasional newsletter called Space Time Continuum, of 
which we will be bringing you snippits. Bjo and her husband John have just got new 
jobs as part of The Space Fantasy & Adventure Network (SFAN). Bjo is Director of 
Viewer Relations and John will be Traffic Control (TV production title for Tape 
Librarian). We wish them and the new network every success. 


We received a nice letter from Michael Okuda, written on 8th April. 


"Thank you for signing Rick Sternbach and myself up for your fan club, IDIC. 
Running an organization with a newsletter must be quite a bit of work but it 
can be a fulfilling task and one that can also bring enjoyment. Naturally, 

we appreciate your support and enthusiasm. 


The fifth season of "Star Trek: The Next Generation" will wrap on April 17 
but I shall be staying on for a few weeks to complete post production. I 
have been asked to work on the new spin~off series, "Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine", so what is left of the hiatus will be concentrated on that project. 

My wife and I will, however, have a few days to escape and we are both 
looking forward to that." 


Susan Sackett is coming over to Britain in July and she will be a guest at 

Contagion, which will give IDIC members attending the convention a chance to meet 
her. As part of the programme she will be holding a non-fiction writers' workshop 
which Sheila is hoping to attend. While Susan is over here we're all (Susan, the 
three of us plus two dogs) going down to Wales to stay with Jacqueline Comben for a 
week, then after the con finishes, on July 20th, Helen White will be visiting Janet 

for a few days, so it is going to be a fun - and full! - month. 


Because of the above and Frank, our printer, being on holiday for two weeks until 
August 10th, we're afraid the next newsletter is going to be very late - possibly 
not being posted out until August 19th. We're sorry about this but there isn't 
much we can do about it. We do plan to be back on our usual schedule in October. 
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If you noticed a blue mark on your address label it means that your membership 
expires with this newsletter and that there should be a renewal form in the 

envelope with this newsletter. We always do send out renewal forms to members who 
are due to renew but as they are fairly thin computer paper we think that some of 
you haven't noticed the form in the envelope, so from now on we will also mark the 
address label. If you want to be sure of receiving the next newsletter do not 

leave it too late to renew as we only print about 50 extra newsletters and they 

soon go, as a number of members discovered this time. 


While on the subject of renewals, although we increased dues to £6.50 last October 
we are finding finances rather tight. It costs about £1 to print and post each 
British newsletter which only leaves 50p for miscellaneous expenses such as printer 
ribbons, stationary, membership forms and info sheets, excess postage costs on 
enquiries, over £200 a year on bank charges, equipment repairs etc. Just to keep 
pace with these costs we really need to increase the dues to £7.00. We are also 
having problems with this newsletter due to ‘lack of space’. The postbag came out 
at 38 pages which we are trying to cut to about 30 pages but this is very difficult 
as we don't want to cut anyone's letter completely, there aren't a lot of 

repetitive items, and there are a lot of good new thoughts in the postbag this 

time. We also have a lot on the convention which we are sure you will find 
interesting, and a number of excellent articles. Unfortunately there just isn't 

room for everything but we are going to increase the length of this newsletter to 
100 pages in the hope of getting as much in as possible. What we would like to do 
in future is to stay at this length, which should allow us to put in some 
illustrations, increase the postbag by a couple of pages and put in more articles. 
Unfortunately this would mean putting the dues up to £7.50 and we are worried that 
this might price the club beyond what members can afford or are willing to pay. 
Could you please write to one of us and let us know your feelings on this - we do 
need your feedback to decide the best thing to do. 


Janet is getting a desk top publishing package which we hope will allow us to 
improve the layout of the newsletter in future. We feel this would be a good time 

to have a new logo for the club and would like those artists among you to have a go 
at designing one. Ideally we would like the logo to incorporate the IDIC design 

and both original Trek and TNG. For instance we don't want one with just the 
galaxy class Enterprise. The size of the logo isn't important as it can be 
photographically reduced. Please send your designs to Sheila. We will print the 
best designs in the newsletter and take a vote on which one to use. The winner 
will get a year's membership of IDIC. 


We have so many members who have seen both the 4th and 5th season TNG episodes that 
we feel it is now too restrictive limiting discussion in the postbag to episodes 

only shown by the BBC. In future we will include discussion on any aspect of Star 
Trek but if we feel that letters give away too much info on episodes not yet shown 

in Britain the relevant section will be placed at the end of the postbag with a 

warning. 


Sheila would like to thank everyone who sent her cards and/or good wishes on her 
retirement. Yes, she's thoroughly enjoying being retired, and would certainly 
recommend it - although already, after about six weeks, she's wondering how she 
ever found time to work! (Valerie - Sheila, stop gloating!) 


Thanks also go to Jean Sloan and Stephen Rothwell for their help at SOL III; also 
Frances Abernethy for keeping an eye on Sheila's Mum. 


E-LE 87 - would anyone who bought a copy of this at SOL III please let us know. 
We'd sold a couple of dozen copies before someone pointed out to us that there were 
two unreadable lines on P 8. The page has been reprinted but we don't know who 
bought copies before we removed it from sale. If you contact Sheila she will send 
you the corrected page. 


Guide dogs - both Aero and Jade continue to do well in training. Aero is in 
individual training and we hear that a potential owner has been chosen for Jade. 
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Our thanks to Frances Abernethy, Jean Barron, Sandy Catchick, Sheila Cornall, Jean 
Donkin, Barbara Ellams, Kathleen Glancy, Katrina Heintz, Ruth Kurz, Paul Lazarus, 
Eileen Mitchell, Sara Jackson, Stephen Rothwell, Denise Sparrow, Dennis Taylor, 
Betty Turner, Jenny Turner, Marion Van Der Voort, Linda Watt and anyone we have 
inadvertently forgotten to mention, for sending information and/or cuttings. 


Thanks to all of you who bought tickets for the raffle. The winners are: Muriel 
Jarrett - Enterprise Hologram, David Powell - the cassette of Brent Spiner's 'Ol' 
Yellow Eyes Is Back’, Jillian Webster - 1 years membership of IDIC. 

Congratulations to the winners. The IDIC Guide Dog Fund currently stands at just 
over £600. 


We have another raffle in aid of the IDIC Guide Dog Fund in this newsletter. The 
prizes are two boxes of rubber stamps of the characters; one box is Classic Trek, 
the other is TNG as well as the usual year's membership of IDIC - you may state a 
preference. Please put your name and address or membership number on each 
individual ticket. Tickets are £1 (or $2) for the strip of 5 ~- please note that if 
you want £2's worth you can send both strips back (it is your name on the ticket 
that counts, not the number of the ticket.) Please send your tickets (and money, 
of course!) to Sheila or Janet by July 24th. Winners will be announced in the next 
newsletter. Note: Please do not send cheques or POs for less than £2; we will 
accept stamps (any combination of values from lp to £1). 


Thank you to David Banks, Claudia Baschke, Julie Burton, Sandy Catchick, Sandie 
Cayless, Derek Clark, Sheila Cornall, Linda Court, Charlotte Davis, Karen Davies, 

Lisa Dearnley~Davison, Ray Dowsett, Barbara Ellams, Karin Embacher, Sue Embury, 
Nick Farey, Margie Ferguson, Mark French, Future Shock (Glasgow), Kathleen Glancy, 
Ena Glogowska, J. Green, George Haggarty & Contagion, Katerina Heintz, Adele 

Hilton, Kathy Hunter, Bill Hupe, Muriel Jarrett, Christine Jones, Sue Jones, R.D. 
Jones, Elaine Leeke, Lloyd Lewis, Stacey Lucht, Nina Lynch, Hilde McCabe, Nancy 
Mackay, Maggy, Douglas Moxey, David Noone, Stephen Rothwell, J. Schmidt, Jean 
Sloan, Ingrid Smith, Kay Stagg, Bill Taylor, Helen Thurlow, Lesley Thompson, Betty 
Turner, Jenny Turner, Linda Ware, Linda Watt, Elaine Wells, Carole Wetherall, Helen 
White, Edward Woo, Gaile Wood, Waltraud Zucha-Glass, Helena Zuckhurst and anyone we 
have inadvertently forgotten who has donated money, collectibles, and/or used 
stamps for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. We'd like to give a special 
mention to Sadie Mason, whose sackful of already trimmed and sorted stamps was so 
heavy she ~- and we - could hardly lift it. 


The closing date for the next newsletter is July 29th (July 24th for anything sent 
to Sheila). Don't forget - send postbag submissions, articles_and reviews to 
Sheila, discs and everything else to Janet. And PLEASE put your name on all 
submissions. We hope to post it out around August 19th. 





Janet, Sheila, Valerie 17/5/92 


KREKRKEKEKRERERRAKERRR 


LATEST STAR TREK NEWS 


compiled by Janet Quarton 
STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE 


Michael Pillar and Rick Berman will continue to supervise TNG for the time being as 
well as working on DS9. Pillar said TNG has built up, both in production an 
writing, a very solid staff of people who are aware of what our expectations are 
and what the needs of the show are. "We will be supervising these people but, after 


a while, they will have a chance to show their own stuff and that's what we expect 
to happen." 


One of the key elements in DS9 is the back story which will deal with the 
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Cardassans and the Bajora - the race that Ensign Ro belongs to. We're going to see 
a great deal of the planet Bajor. The space station was created by Cardassians and 
Bajora and other peoples over many decades and is totally unlike anything Starfleet 
people have ever served on. It’s going to be quite alien and will also be home for 
a lot of aliens who have been living there, and will remain. Our people will be 
forced to deal with these people on a daily basis. They may not like dealing with 
them but they have to. 


The goal of this show is to tell new and different stories. We are going to be 
putting people, who are used to Starfleet, in the most uncomfortable situation that 
they can possibly be in. This is going to be the kind of facility that is not up 
to Starfleet specs. We're going to have a character that is always trying to keep 
it up and running. 


The lead character is a Starfleet Commander who was serving on a Federation vessel 
when Picard was captured by the Borg and his wife was killed when the Borg ship 
attacked. He has been back on Earth since and this is his first posting, although 
not what he was looking for. Although he will have more rough edges than most 
leading Starfleet characters who came before he is going to be a man of remarkable 
values and ethics and he's going to be a true hero and a true champion of the prime 
directive. When he runs into Picard in the opening episode he has hard feelings 

for him, because Picard in another guise was responsible for his wife's death. 


The Security Chief aboard the space station us an alien shape-shifter who came 
through the wormhole many years ago in a spacecraft and he's not sure where he came 
from. In order to blend with the society he was in, he found that his 

shape-shifting would best be served by approximating a humanoid shape but he 
doesn't do it very well - it has an unfinished look. Because he is forced to 
approximate the humanoid condition, he gives us an opportunity to comment on what 

it takes to be Human and to be in that state. The character will be played by one 
actor but we we will see him transform on a regular basis. 


There will be 7 or 8 regular characters in the series. Since it is set in the same 
time period as TNG it is pefectly possible that Q or Lwaxana Troi could appear in 
episodes. 


[Info from ST:The Official Fan Club Magazine, Issue 8, May/June 1992. 


Rick Prestien tells us Paramount are involved in a legal battle with Warner 
Brothers Television. Long before Paramount had announced the production of DS9, 
Warner had announced a new TV series called Babylon 5. B5 is a space station set 
in deep space, with mining operations, and will frequently face aliens in battle 

for control of the Quadrant! When Paramount published details of DS9, Warner 
immediately sued them, claiming that Paramount obviously stole the idea from them. 
Rick says that American courts rarely intervene in the entertainment industry to 
the extent of prohibiting a production, so there's very little chance that DS9 will 
be cancelled. Nevertheless, this lawsuit could cost Paramount a bundle of money. 


STAR TREK VI - STVI got two Academy Award Nominations: for Makeup and for Sound~ 
Effects Editing. The film made $70,367,046 in the first 9 weeks. [Info Bjo 
Trimble's - STC] 


STAR TREK VII - Paramount are considering two scripts for STVII with the original 
crew. 


STAR TREK ON TV 


Star Trek fans had a treat on Easter Monday, especially if they have Sky. STII: 

The Wrath of Khan was shown on ITV in the afternoon and then on the Movie Channel 
Sky showed the 25th Anniversary Special (in full), followed by STV: The Final 
Frontier. 
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STAR TREK on BBC 


Star Trek: The Next Generation screening dates and ratings - the figures are taken 
from Broadcast: 


Ep Title Date shown Viewers Pos 
65 Sins Of The Father 26/02/92 S35 6 
=< ST:25th Anniversary Special 28/02/92 4.13 10 
66 Alliegience 04/03/92 5.17 4 
67 Captain's Holiday 11/03/92 5.80 2 
68 Tin Man 18/03/92 5.25 § 
69 Hollow Pursuits 25/03/92 2 2 
70 The Most Toys 01/04/92 ? ? 
71 = « Sarek 08/04/92 4.58 4 
72 Menage A Troi 15/04/92 5.29 4 
-- Star Trek II:Wrath Of Khan 20/04/92 

73 Transfigurations 22/04/92 

74 Best Of Both Worlds, pt.1 29/04/92 

75 Best Of Both Worlds, pt.2 06/05/92 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 


Richard Arnold told us at Sol III that the TNG cast have been offered contracts for 


two more seasons of TNG plus 4 films. For more info on TNG see the Sol III guest 
talks. 


The final TNG epsiode of this season wraps on April 20th. Science Fiction/Fanatasy 
Writers of America (SFFFWA) were invited to submit TNG scripts. 


Fan script submissions can still be sent to ST:TNG Script Submissions c,/o 
Paramount. Be sure to send 9x10 manila enveiope with two 29-cent stamps on it (UK 
2 IRCs) for waivers and guidelines before sending a script. 

{info Bjo Trimble] 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 

Season 5 U.S.A. Broadcast Schedule 
(lst screenings only) 
Complied by Edwin Yau 


Changes may yet happen. 'PC' denotes Paramount Code. 


Ep Date: eC Title 

114 15/02/92 214 Conundrum 

115 22/02/92 215 Power Play 

116 29/02/92 216 Ethics 

117. 14/03/92 217 The Outcast 

118 21/03/92 218 Cause and Effect 
119 28/03/92 219 First Duty 

120 18/04/92 220 Cost Of Living 
121 25/04/92 221 The Perfect Mate 
122 02/05/92 222 Imaginary Friend 
123. 09/05/92 223 I, Borg 

124 16/05/92 224 The Next Phase 
125 30/05/92 225 inner Light 


126 13/06/92 226 Time's Arrow 


A Short Episode Synopsis. 


114. "Conundrum": The crew suffer an unexplained case of amnesia, and find 
themselves fighting a war they do not remember or understand. Each crew member 
ends up in strange circumstances: Data in the bar, Worf as Captain, and romance 
between Ro and Riker! 


115. "Power Play": While investigating a distress signal over 170 years old, alien 
fugitives take control of the bodies of Troi, Data and O'Brien, and then hostages 
in Ten-Forward (implying that this is the story previously known as “Perror in 
Ten-Forward"). 


116. "Ethics": Worf is seriously injured in an accident and faces possible 

paralysis. Dr. Crusher and another Doctor argue over the use of a new surgical 
technique could save him or kill him, and Worf must decide whether to go ahead with 
it or face an honourable death. Apparently, Patrick Stewart is hardly in this 
episode, as it was recorded while he was performing 'A Christmas Carol’. 


117. "The Outcast": Whilst on a rescue mission, Riker falls for a person on a 
planet devoid of gender distinctions... where it's a crime to commit any form of 
sexual encounter. 


118. "Cause and Effect": A deja vu story. The Enterprise is caugnt in a time loop. 
Kelsey Grammer, "Cheers"'s Frazier Crane, guest stars as a captain of a movie era 
Reliant-class starship, also caught in the time loop. This episode is directed by 
Jonathan Frakes. 


119. "First Duty": Everyone's favourite boy genius, Wesley, is involved in some 
serious problems at Starfleet Academy! He is put on trial for causing a fatal 
shuttle collision, and he is caught between loyalty to his friends and the need to 
tell the truth. Picard and Beverly travel to the Academy to find out what's going 
cn. Ray Walston plays Boothby, the Academy grounds keeper. 


120. "Cost of Living": Lwaxana Troi is back and is preparing for her marriage on 
board the Enterprise! At the same time, she takes motherless Alexander under her 
wing, causing a rift between Worf and his son, and clashing with Deanna on how to 
raise him! 


121. "The Perfect Mate": A forbidden love affair with a beautiful seductress could 
destroy a peace treaty. 


122. "Imaginary Friend": A little girl's imaginary friend isn't imaginary anymore. 


123. "I, Borg": Details of this episode have changed somewhat. Apparently it now 
involves the crew of the Enterprise coming to terms with conflicting emotions when 
they pick up one critically-injured lone Borg survivor of a crash (who is named 
“Hugh"!), and does not involve many Borg ships as previously thought. This 
actually runs better with the theme of Asimov's "I, Robot". Rumours on this 
include that we will visit the Borg home world. This is definitely not the 
cliff-hanger episode of the season. Whoopi Goldberg returns as Guinan in this 
episode after a long absence. 


124. "The Next Phase": Geordi and Ensign Ro are pronounced dead after a 


transporting manoeuvre from a distressed Romulan ship goes wrong. Whoopi Goldberg 
returns as Guinan in this episode. 


125. "Inner Light": No plot as yet, but it is rumoured that Patrick Stewart's son, 
Daniel, will guest star as Picard's son!!! 


126. "Time’s Arrow": Data and Guinan travel back in time to meet Mark Twain! It is 
said that the cliff-hanger will leave Data trapped in time at the very end with no 
way out, with some archeologists digging up Data's head in the 24th century! 
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Other News: "Duelling Q" has been dropped from the schedules, the problem rumoured 
to be costs overrun. However, another rumour suggests that it may be reworked and 
used in the 6th season. 


Regarding the other rumoured plots reported in the last issue of IDIC: “Breach of 
Mind" was probably the "Violations" story, as were elements of "Past Perfect". 


It looks as if there won't be a Lt. Barclay story, and the Geordi story "The 
Rivals" is now probably "The Next Phase”. 


MISC 
CADBURY'S WISPA ADVERT - some of you may have noticed the four Trekkers with the 
Vulcan ears in one of these adverts which has been showing on the commercial 
channels and Sky recently. The four Trekkers are Glenn Haythorne, Phil Inman, 
Steve Lunn & Paul Rowe of Ten Forward. 


KKKKEKKERKEEKRKERAKRER 


STAR TREK IN THE NEWS 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


The purpose of this column is to let you know which magazines to look out for as 
well as letting you know some of what has been printed in the papers. Most 
Magazines are available from the book shops in the info sheets. 


STAR TREK THE OFFICIAL FAN CLUB 85 May/June 1992. 


Contains an interview with William Shatner and one with Rick Berman and Michael 
Pillar discussing the future of TNG and Deep Space Nine. 


STARLOG 178 May 1992 - Articles include: a visit to the TNG film sets and 
interview with director Rick Kolbe during the filming of ‘The Masterpiece Society’. 
STARLOG 179 June 1992 - Articles include ones on: Don Ingalls who wrote A Private 


Little War under the pseudonym Judd Crucis; Director Leo Penn who directed The 
Enemy Within. 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 19 (Starlog) 


Special issue - Articles on the people behind various TNG episodes plus a 
director's checklist. 


TV ZONE 29 May 1992. 
Includes an article on merchandise by Guy Vardaman (the interview was done before 
Gene's death), an article on Kirk & crew's encounters with computers; reviews of 


the TNG episode Unification on CIC rental, the boxed set of ST films on widescreen, 
the animated Series volumes 5-7. 


TV ZONE 30 June 1992. 
Includes an interview with Michelle Forbes who plays Ensign Ro and reviews on the 


ST novels Faces of Fire by Michael-Jan Friedman and Chains of Command (TNG) by Bill 
McCay and Eloise Flood. 


STARBURST 164 April 1992 Includes an interview with STVI producer, Ralph Winter. 


STARBURST 165 May 1992 Includes an article about Matte Worlds who did the matte 
paintings for STVI. 


STARBURST MONSTER SPECIAL Special No.11 
Includes an article on the monsters in Star Trek - series, movies and TNG. 


STAR TREK POSTER BOOKS 

Issue 17 - Articles on Doctor Pulaski, Unnatural Selection and A Matter of Honor. 
Issue 18 - Articles on the Ferengi, The Measure of A Man and The Dauphin. 
Issue 19 - Articles on Visual Effects, Contagion and The Royale. 

Issue 20 - Articles on Patrick Stewart, Time Squared and The Icarus Factor 
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"Star Trek Beams Down" The Plain Dealer 28/2/92 
Article about the opening of the Star Trek Exhibition at the Smithsonian's Air and 
Space Museum. The exhibition runs through till September 7th and incorporates more 
than 80 props from the original television series, including phasers, costumes, a 
tricorder, tribbles and even a reconstructed transporter. The retrospective 
examines the historical, political and cultural issues of the 1960s that were 
incorporated into the show. There is a 25-minute documentary film featuring 
interviews with the show's principals, including Gene Roddenberry. The exhibit is 
organised into categories such as "A Cold War in Space", "Civil Rights and Urban 
Rebellion", and Sexuality". The latter focuses mainly on Kirk's many interstellar 
and inter-species liaisons. 

Eight of the original cast members were on hand for a media preview. 


Note: If you intend to visit the ST Exhibition you need to get a ticket from 
Ticket Master at least 10 days in advance. The Washington phone number is 202 - 
432 - SEAT (432 ~ 7328). There are a limited number of passes available, on the 
day, at the Exhibition but you need to arrive early in the morning to get one. 
{info: Jane Fenn] 


There were several articles in local Yorkshire papers back in January about 4 48 
hour video marathon organised by Leeds Starfleet to raise funds for St. Gemma's 
Hospice. Most articles pictured Mike Mullen, Darren Sykes and John Field. The 

event raised over £2,000 - congratulations!. 


"Captain's Snog a Bit Too Bold" Daily Express 21/3/92. 
Iman complains that William Shatner's hands were all over her when filming the 
kissing scene in STVI. Janet: This seems very unlikely.] 





The Sun 25/4/92 and the National Enquirer 5/5/92 carried reports about a law suit 
ever Gene Roddenberry's will. His daughter Dawn wants a bigger cut of the estate 
and his first wife is suing for royalties on TNG. 


KRKEKRKEKKEKRERERERRKEREK 


MERCHANDISE 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


BOOKS - 

Apr TNG21 Chains of Command by Bill McCay and Eloise Flood. Pocket Books. 
P58 The Disinherited by Peter David, Michael Jan Friedman and Robert 
Greenberger. Pocket Books. 

May TNG22 Imbalance by V.E. Mitchell. Pocket Books ~ In the midst 
of talks to establish full diplomatic relations between the Federation and 
the Jarada, a race of insectoid beings, the USS Enterprise is suddenly 
attacked. With Commander Riker and an away team stranded on the planet 
below, Captain Picard must piece together the puzzle surrounding the 
enigmatic Jarada - before it's too late for both the away team and the 
Enterprise. 

June P60 Ice Trap by L.A. Graf. Pocket Books - A team of research 
scientists assigned to the frozen world of Nordstral has vanished. Now 
Captain Kirk and the crew of the Enterprise must battle hostile natives and 
an inexplicable form of insanity to unravel the mystery behind the 
scientists' disappearance, a mystery that could have deadly consequences for 
the starship's crew... and the entire planet. 


VIDEOS -ST:TNG 

Data's Day/The Wounded (43) 
Devil's Due/Clues (44) 

First Contact/Galaxy's Child (45) 
Due Next 

Night Terrors/Identity Crisis (46) 


To the Nth Degree/Q Pid (47) 
The Drumhead/Half a Life (48) 
The Host/Mind's Eye (49) 
In Theory/Redemption (50) 
Redemption U/Darmok (51) 


GNP Crescendo Records will be releasing two new Star Trek soundtracks shortly. The 
first features The Naked Time and Shore Leave. Second is a TNG collection which is 
tentatively set to consist of music from Yesterday's Enterprise, Hollow Pursuits 

and Unification. Backing up these two will be an album of sound effects from TNG. 
{Info TV Zone 30] 


Patrick Stewart reading “Christmas Carol" - Audio tapes are available by mail-order 
in the UK. The distributors are International Book Distributors, and they can be 
contacted on 0442 - 882255. You'll need to quote the title and publisher of the 
tape you want (the publisher is Simon & Schuster), and its international book 
number (ISBN), which is 0 671 769 32/4. It is a double cassette, priced at £7.99 
with a further £2.75 for P&P. {Info IAAPS - Gail Ralph]. U.S. members can order 
it from your local bookstore or from POB 10212, Des Moine, IA 50381 - Call 
1-800-678-2677 for price. [info Bjo Trimble] 


The Romulan Bird of Prey Franklin Mint £195.00. 

Intricately cast in fine pewter, the Romulan Bird of Prey is hand-chased to enhance 
the wealth of detail. The model is then hand rubbed to a rich patina to further 
highlight each exciting feature. To accentuate the rich luster of the pewter, the 
model has been selectively embellished with 22-carat gold. Finally, crystal 
cabochons have been hand-set in the two primary engines to form a dramatic 
finishing touch. Write for details to Franklin Mint, 138 Bromley Road, London SE6 
1BP. 


Lincoln Enterprises has moved to 14710 Arminta St., Van Nuys, CA 91402 U.S.A. Mail 
sould be sent to P.O. Box 691370, Los Angeles, CA 90069, U.S.A. Phone (818) 
989-4878. Lincoln is run by Majel Barrett Roddenberry and has just about 
everything a ST and TNG collector could wish for. They accept Visa, Master and 
American Express cards. Send a couple of International Reply Coupons for their 


latest colour catalogue. It will probably be sent surface and take 6 weeks or more 
to arrive. 


ORDERING FROM THE U.S.A. - A word of warning when ordering from the States. Janet 
recently ordered goods valued at $179.00 from the Official ST Fan Club and when 

they arrived there was £38.00 to pay in customs duty, VAT and PO collection charge. 
Before ordering merchandise it is worth writing to U.K. shops such as: 

ANDROMEDA BOOKSHOP, 84 Suffolk St. Birmingham Bl 1TA. 

AT THE SIGN OF THE DRAGON, 131 Sheen Lane, East Sheen, London SW14 8AE. 

FINAL FRONTIER BOOKSHOP, 43/44 Silver Arcade, Leicester LE1 5FB. 

THE SHEFFIELD SPACE CENTRE 33 The Wicker, Sheffield S3 8HS. 


to see what they have available. Do not assume you can buy it from the States 
cheaper. 


ST IV: THE VOYAGE HOME - The Paramount Director's Series has released STIV ($29.95 
VHS & Beta). This delux edition offers the film in widescreen format, plus 

fascinating outtakes and other behind-the scenes footage; director Leonard Nimoy 
explains the film's spectacular special FX and the story's philosophical basis. 

The video contains 17 minutes extra footage, including the original ending which 

was rejected. The video is available in the USA . 


UNIFORMS - If you are looking for a made to measure ST or TNG uniform it is worth 
writing to Janet Lawn, 8 Brownlow Green, Vange, Basildon, Essex $S14 10F. 


News from Richard Arnold at Sol III 
A second TNG Technical Manual (ie a supplement to the first) is coming out, an 


official Trek timeline will be published later this year, and a novel that Gene 
wrote in 1977 will be published 'soon'. 
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KARMA - the largest and most detailed space and life simulation for home computers 
- is now available in its introductory form, the Flight Trainer. This is the first 

in a series of releases, and launches recruits into a realistic space experience in 
charge of a large interstellar vehicle - the Mothership. Karma runs on any of the 
Acorn Archimedes range, price £24.99. For more details send a SAE to Periscope 
Software Ltd., 302 Wedon Way, Bygrave, Baldock, Herts SG7 5DX. 


KKKEKEKRIKEREKKKERAERE 


ACTOR INFO 


compiled by Janet Quarton 


Most of the information in this section came from Bjo'Trimble’s Space Time 
Continuum March & April. 


Marina Sirtis is getting married on June 31st. We wish her and her fiance the best 
for the future. 


Nichelle Nichols got her Hollywood Walk of Fame star in January! DeForest Kelley, 
Leonard Nimoy, George Takei and former astronaut Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin attended. 


Whoopi Goldberg gets her own talk show in Fall, 92 and she is the voice of Mrs 
Megawatt in the animated Defenders of Dynatron City due in March. Whoopi is 
featured in the forthcoming 5th season episode I, Borg. She has been away from TNG 
due to filming "Sarafina" in South Africa. She won “Best Actress" at the 24th 


annual NAACP Image Awards for "The Long Walk Home" and she was an Academy Award 
presenter. 


George Takei will pay in pantomime in Britain this coming season: 18/12/92 - 

9/1/93. Venue: The Dome, Brighton, Sussex. Pantomime: "Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs". George will play a Space Age type Baddy; a Wicked Baron sort of 
character. The role has been written specially for him. Presumable this is to 

suit his links with Star Trek. (Info G.H.T.) 


"Star _of the East" Glasgow Evening Times 21/4/92. 

A full page article about George Takei mentions that he is coming to Glasgow for 
Contagion in July. He showed the interviewer his star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame and proudly said, "My British fans were responsible for that." 


We were sorry to hear of the following deaths: 


Dame Judith Anderson died on January 3rd at the age of 93. Trekkers will best 
remember her for her role as the Vulcan Priestess in STIII. 


Ian Wolf died on January 23rd at age 95. lan played Mr. Atoz, the librarian, in 
All our Yesterdays and Septimus in Bread and Circuses. 


Angelique Pettyjohn, who played the silver-haired thrall in The Gamesters of 
Triskelion, died of cancer on February 14th. 


Isaac Asimov, science fiction writer and long time Star Trek fan, died of heart and 
kidney failure at the age of 72 on April 6th, 1992. "Ike" was probably best known 
for his Foundation series and his Robot books. His novel "I Robot" set the "three 
laws of robotics" which are used today by most SF authors, including Star Trek 
script writers. As well as writing numerous SF stories and novels Ike also wrote 
many popular science books. He was a very prolific writer. 


KAEEKKKEKEKRKEKEKERERERERR 
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POSTBAG 


We welcome your letters of comment and discussion for this section on the 
understanding that they will be printed and may be edited for length or content at 
our discretion. 


Some pointers: When referring to anything in a previous n/l make it clear what you 
are talking about for those who do not have that newsletter. 

Keep your letters as short as possible - a_maximum of 700-750 words or one of 
‘our' pages. If you find this impossible consider whether you should be writing an 
article instead. Longer letters will be edited for length. Where more than one 
person responds to a question with similar answers we may edit out some of these 
just so that we can get more in the newsletter. 

We encourage active discussion, but please try to avoid negative and 
aggressive letters. 

Keep letters on a separate sheet from other submissions and put ‘for postbag'. 





Sue Embury - Monmouth, Gwent 

I was lucky enough to see STVI at the UK premiere, and what a treat it was! 
Such a happy atmosphere and such a beautiful theatre - how could we not enjoy 
ourselves? The wonderful sound system in the Empire certainly showed the movie to 
best technical advantage, and after seeing it at our local cinema I was very 
conscious of what a difference it makes. The Empire may be expensive (£87) but I 
think it's value for money compared to our local at £3.50. However, the film 
itself was just great. I admit that many of the criticisms made in the last 
newsletter were valid, but I agree with John Sherratt that "Any minor faults or 
inconsistencies cannot detract from the enjoyment." - not even the state of Spock's 
ears. Is it just me or did anyone else notice they were pointing in different 
directions in several scenes? I'm told they were meant to look more like the 
classic TV ears than the movie versions, but to me they looked like he'd had his 
head caught in that fictitious rice-picker. 


Re: the forced mind-meld. I didn't see Spock's reaction as out of character. 
Throughout Trek history his Human side has surfaced from time to time whenever his 
Vulcan control was compromised for whatever reason. I think Valeris' betrayal was 
sufficient reason. Had the traitor been Saavik, as originally written, surely 
everyone would have identified with Spock's grief and anger. 


The closing scenes with such a touching farewell, brought a lump to my throat, 
and I suppose it would be a waste of a beautiful ending if they were to come back 
for another outing. However, I am so hungry for more Treks with the classic crew 
that I wouldn't say no to one more adventure! The rumoured time-warp story in 
which they could hand over the torch to the Next Gen. crew is an obvious 
possibility, and if developed as well as STVI, it could make a tremendous movie, 
notwithstanding that the time-warp scenario has been used time and time again. 
(Forgive the pun.) I always enjoy a good time travel story, and there should be 
plenty of scope for more wonderful humour (and more Shakespearian quotes which are 
also great fun,) if the generation gap was temporarily closed in this way. 


Gaile Wood - Tamworth, Staffs. 

Re: N\L 21. 

To Sue Embury: I've been wondering myself just how powerful this empathic 
ability of Troi'’s actually is? She's half Human - severely limiting from all 
that's intimated in the S.T. universe - so does it mean she's also insufficient to 


the task? The recently aired Allegiance is a point in fact. Why didn't she spot 
the doppelganger? 


To Helen White: Routinely replaced, huh? 0O.K., I'll go along with that, 
provided you remember a limb, digit or whatever is usually lopped off in an 
accident (industrial generally; I know someone who lost a finger at work). The 
viability of the repair depends on a number of factors: 1) Colleagues have to get 
their act together and not panic - I know I would!; 2) Keeping the injured party 
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from bleeding to death (particularly if a limb is involved); 3) Ensuring the 

severed part is kept cool/cold, and, therefore, alive; 4) Hoping like hell there’s 

not too much damage to the soggy ends, and that there’s a neuro-surgery unit within 
reasonable distance. I suppose what concerns me are the moral implications. 
Quadroplegia is commoner than brain stem death with no physical injury. Most 
D.O.A.’s are the result of serious accidents - few are young heart attack or stroke 
victims - and therefore their use as a total body donor would be limited. Suffice 

to say, I remain unconvinced. 


To Pam Baddeley: Yes, witches would've had to've been burnt in Scotiand. I 
was reading somewhere recently the laws concerning Wicca have never been repealed. 


These changes in the videos - all | can say is that you must all have 
extremely good hearing. I couldn't tell there was any difference. 


Guy Wiqmore - Southport, Merseyside 

Re Elena Bond's comments on Blakes' 7 computers and Data (N/L 20). Data - and 
Lore - appear to have been constructed without personality but with the capability 
to build personality and language through experience of human society. When Data 
acts instinctively, he is Human. When he tries to rationalise Human behaviour, he 
fails completely, because he is working from a false premise. On the other hand, 
Slave has no personality - it is just programmed to answer questions in an 
obsequious manner. Orac is similarly programmed (with his creator's personality), 
and, though capable of independent thought, his 'character' never develops. This 
is because, like Zen, he operates in a completely different environment from 
humans. Zen is a starship: Orac is a pure scientific brain in contact with just 
about every Federation computer - but when it comes to dealing with people, he is 
just a blind box with ears and a voice. If Data had been found and educated by 
Kiingons, he would spend his waking hours trying to be Klingon. If Orac was found 
by Klingons, he would be the same irascible old Human scientist, but he'd 
cu-operate with them so iong as they held his on/off switch. 





Re the Picard/Wesley debate: no way is Picard the father of Wesley Crusher. 
Bev and Picard both have their secrets (eg. artificial heart/dancing doctor) but I 
can't believe they'd do anything so cruel as allow Wes to see that video of Jack 
Crusher without telling him the truth. If anything, Wesley is ‘the son Picard 
never had'. 


Re Star Trek VI - I liked it, but I can't come to terms with the Kiingons 
(mis)quoting Shakespeare. Yes, Gorkon might have fallen in love with the English 
language whilst a diplomat on Earth, but Chang? He was just winding them up! 


Lisa Dearnley-Davison - Southport, Merseyside 

It was brought to the attention of collectors of TNG video tapes, that to 
improve the quality of the picture, the film was converted for British release. 
Many people have said they can't tell the difference and in most cases I would tend 
to agree with them. However, I was given the chance to watch Unification the other 
week from a video rental shop. I didn't notice the difference in the picture 
quality, but, boy, did I notice the sound! As soon as Picard opens his mouth, you 
can tell! It has definitely gone UP! No longer do you hear his deep commanding 
tone. Now it's a nice soft, fatherly -sounding voice! Riker (sorry to all you 
Riker fans) sounds better for his new higher voice and Beverly's has a new softer 
lilt to it. You can't tell the difference when it comes to Geordi and Deanna or 
any of the less major cast members (mainly ‘cause they don't say an awful lot!). 
There's not much change to Spock's voice and any differences that can be pinned 
down could always be associated with his age. One other character's voice is 
changed - Worf. What have they done to Worf's deep throated, rumbling voice? He 
sounds too nice to be a Klingon, now! AND he never growled once! 





Re Gene Roddenberry’'s influence on Star Trek, it was mentioned at Conduit last 
year by Guy Vardaman, that while Gene didn't actually stand on the set making sure 
everything was going to plan, or write every script, he did check anything before 
it went into production and he had the last say in everything that went on. First 
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Contact was nearly thrown out as it went against everything Gene had said, mainly 
Starfleet's Prime Directive - which is quite a big something to go against! 

However, he was eventually persuaded and the episode was considered one of the best 
for that season. But it just shows just how much Gene played in the part of making 
TNG! 


Katrina Heintz ~ Bathgate, West Lothian 
N/L 21 was great as usual but for one part, the Crossword. There is a clue 
missing and an incorrect answer: 11 down and 9 down. Otherwise great. 





I did not get to see STVI until a month after the premiere. Despite the fact 
I had read the book beforehand I still was surprised and delighted by the film. 
Though having read the book it did explain a couple of gaps in the storyline, such 
as why I felt Kirk was so against the Klingons - not just for David's death but for 
the near fatal injuries to Carol Marcus who at the time of the film was critically 
il. For me this was the main reason for Kirk's anger. 


If anyone has read the Vulcan Academy Murders the forced meld is used there as 
a verification of a criminal's story (an attempted bond breaking was the crime.) 
So Spock was within Vulcan traditions to use the meld. I will be at the head of 
the queue to buy the video. 


Helen White - Bracknell, Berks 

Before I begin, a word on IDIC's policy on crosswords and quizzes. I check 
through everything I get, and when it's all okay, send it on to Janet, who decides 
when to put the item in a n/l. At the moment, anything containing clues on fourth 
or fifth season TNG is being held back, because it’s not fair on the members who 


haven't seen those seasons, so if you want something printed sooner rather than 
later, take heed. Thanks. 





And talking of crosswords.... I seem to have thrown a bit of a wobbly with the 
one in n/I 21. I'm not sure how I did it, because I actualiy redrew that grid for 
the n/l, but there shouldn't be a 17 across where it is; as many of you have 
noticed, the answer doesn't fit in. The clue for 11 down is, 'Gary Seven's 
secretary (7)' and the answer is at the end of this paragraph. Sorry, John, I 
don't know what came over me. I think someone's been using my brain in my 
absence.... (The answer is Roberta.) 


To Nina Lynch and Kirstie Jordan - the remarks about characters with PMT made 
me grin; can you imagine? 
"How are you getting on with the cure, Dr Crusher?" 
"GET OFF MY BACK AND LEAVE ME ALONE!" 
Incidentally, how many women with PMT does it take to change a lightbulb? 
Fourteen. Why? IT JUST DOES, OKAY? 


To John Sherratt - how I agree with you regarding the BBC's programming 
‘policy’. At the time of writing this, nearly half the programmes in BBC2's top 
ten are SF or fantasy (TNG, Thunderbirds, Red Dwarf, Quantum Leap) and yet the BBC 
still dismiss both genres and their fans. Maybe one day they'll learn some sense. 


To Chris Brown - re pips and squeaks. I can't remember which is which, but 
the Technical Manual says that the long ones are for five years’ service and the 
round ones are for one. Having said that, STVI is supposed to be set a few years 
on from V isn't it? I couldn't see any more 'blobs' on either Kirk or Spock (maybe 
I should rephrase that.... naah!) 


To John Stubley - I have a Vulcan-English dictionary. It's not an ‘official’ 
one, but it's one of a series (the other titles include 'Star Fleet Marriage 


Regulations'!) and is American. I can't find it at the moment; when I do, I'll let 
you know more. 


Bev Ambrose - Hinckley, Leics. 
I have been reading in the N/L everyone's comments on Captain Kirk's prejudice 
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against the Klingons in STVI. I would like to give the book's explanation of his 
feelings. I was quite surprised that the person who mentioned reading the book did 
not pick up on this. 


It tells us of a massacre on Kudao, after that the Klingons attacked a 
research facility on Themis. Working there with a team of various scientists was 
Carol Marcus. As a result of this attack on unarmed civilians. Carol is injured 
and in a coma. Kirk learns in a tearful account from one of Carol's colleagues 
that there were many losses, from an unseen enemy, including a dear Vulcan friend. 
All these events sparked up renewed anger about the loss of David. 


Maybe the film could have included this or perhaps a narrative piece at the 
beginning, after the scene with the Excelsior, then maybe people would not seem so 
shocked by Captain Kirk's hatred towards the Klingons. Reading the book I 
understood his feelings perfectly. 


Steven Gibb - Glasgow 
Firstly I would like to say how much I have enjoyed reading my first five 
newsletters; it is good to hear other fans comments. 


Thank you to Steve How, in n/] 21 you wrote in saying that large models of the 
Klingon Bird of Prey were available from Comet miniatures. I've now bought one 
after three years of searching for one. 


To Lorna Elliott - you are not alone! I am another fan who is fed up to the 
back teeth of the classic crew being addressed as "the ageing heroes", when ST VI 
was released the programmes which previewed it were more interested in joking at 
their age than in previewing the film! 


I went to see Star Trek VI on the 14th of February. It was the best film I 
have ever seen. My favourite part was when the Klingon Bird of Prey was being 
bombarded with photon torpedoes from the Enterprise and the Excelsior, though the 
stars were at their very best. If the Bird of Prey could fire cloaked, then why 
don't the Klingons, or at least the Romulans, have ships with that same advantage 
in TNG? 


I can't wait for STVII, Classic or Next Gen, I don't care! I like both of 

them the same. In fact I would like to see both films being made - Star Trek VII 
could be Chang's brother set on revenge, Star Trek VIII could be with Captain 
Picard and his crew - perhaps a large part of the Klingon Empire joining with the 
Romulans! Which brings up the question - in TNG just how strong is the alliance 
between the Klingons and the Federation? It seems very shaky if the two-part 
episode ‘Redemption’ is anything to go by, and in general the two don't seem to be 
exactly the best of friends. It seems that over half could form a separate empire. 


Changing the subject a bit now - Deep Space 9 - can it work? I don't think it 


will last long simply because it's not sticking to Gene Roddenberry's original 
idea, which I think was the Enterprise. 


What do Lucy Robinson from Neighbours and the Klingons have in common? Answer 
- they both have changed three times! In the Classic series, Klingons were very 
similar to Humans apart from their dirty faces and heavy eyebrows, but in the films 
they became much more menacing with bony foreheads and pointed teeth, and now, in 
the Next Generation they have points at the end of their noses. Does any IDIC 
member know the reason for this metamorphosis? 


Maxine Tarsey - Quidenham, Norfolk 

I would never have thought I would have felt at home in such an organisation 
as IDIC. But I must confess I couldn't do without it now (didn't know what I was 
missing). 





I have never felt completely at ease in groups (too much of a loner), don't 
panic I'm not psychotic or anything, in fact just the opposite. I have such a 
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wicked sense of humour some people just can't take me, or only in small doses. 
Anyway when I tell them I'm a Star Trek fan as well you can see their mouth fall 
open (but not always, to my constant surprise). Most of my friends just think I'm 
out of my head or out of my tree (to my constant amusement). Never have I felt so 
secure aS now knowing there are so many IDIC members who know what I'm talking 
about and willing to talk back! 


I have met so many dear friends through IDIC and added a completely different 
universe to my life. (Urr, that's very sickly sweet isn't it.) Best of all IDIC 
has made me realise I don't have some perverse problem because I love Star Trek. 
And it just makes my day when I unveil myself to someone that I'm a Star Trek fan 
and they turn round and start discussing last week's episode with me, although I 
can see my friends banging their heads against the wall and moaning 'Not again’ as 
I launch into my well rehearsed favourite subject. 


Eddie Yau - Hove, East Sussex 

To Michelle Drayton - I read the OMNI article by Melinda Snodgrass too. 
However, I believe that she is right for the most part in her views IMHO. The 
only things Star Trek has really done to this world is to have given us a few 
catch-phrases, helped people make new friends, given a few people career goals and 
scientists/inventors a few ideas. 





"Yesterday's Enterprise" and "Sins Of The Father" were very average episodes 
IMHO. I'd hardly consider them exciting. "Best Of Both Worlds" was excellent, but 
would have worked better with Kirk & Co. if you think about it. In terms of 
passion and drama, I believe that Kirk & Co. are better in this respect, but then 
in the 60's that type of drama was more called for. ST:DS9 will see us turn more 
towards that type of drama, so I really look forward to January '93! 


Re: "Unification". It was soooo good that I was hooked all through it (heavy 
sarcasm intended). I thought it was a story with lots of missed opportunities, and 
only a numerous amount of caffeine kept me awake thru’ it all, otherwise I'd have 
fallen asleep after the first 5 minutes. 


To Heather Gibson ~ Re: my "Troi Or Guinan" article. I actually based my 
estimation of both characters on physical and mental abilities. If you'd read my 
article carefully, I said that there is room for both characters. I myself would 
go to Guinan for advice on most problems, but absolutely really serious ones would 
warrant a visit to Troi’s office. 


Can I say in a family zine why I find Troi in hand-to-hand combat 
"unpleasent"? Well, without being sexist, let's just say Yar's build was far more 
suited to the job of combat than that of Troi's. If I remember correctly, as well 
as passing relevant exams, a counsellor must have a counsellor him or herself in 


order to become one (rather like an being an apprentice). Can anyone enlighten me 
on that? 


Finally, to everyone on the subject of STVI. I knew it was going to be good 
just from listening to the score before I'd even seen the movie. The score is the 
best of the lot and interplays with the movie perfectly. My congratulations to 
Cliff Eidelman. The special effects were excellent - well done ILM. The 
characters and the interplay between them was brilliant, and the plot was perfect. 
In all, I'd put STVI 1st equal with STII. My ONLY complaint was that there should 
have been a longer "going-to-the-Enterprise" and "leaving Spacedock" scene with 
lots more exterior shots of good old Enterprise-A. 


Re: Kitchens - some of you disagree about having them. Well, perhaps some of 
the crew prefer proper cooking instead of the replicated stuff, or do it as a 
hobby? Also, you need food for the food processors before you can replicate them! 


Re: Shields. I agree that the Enterprise shouldn't have been damaged by the 
first shot (though I think it just ruined the paint work that time round). The 
battle sequence would have been far more effective if there had been minor damage, 
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the shields buckle, and then a photon torpedo goes thru’ the hull. Still, the SFX 
was there to add atmosphere and tension, and it did do its job! 


To Janet Quarton - I don't think it was odd that there wasn't a Helmsman until 
Valeris came along. Perhaps they did have one after Sulu, then he/she left while 
they were in Spacedock, and they needed a new one. Also, you ask why there were 
only Humans at the meeting with the C-in-C. I feel that you're nit-picking a tad 
with that question, so 1 will with the answer. There wasn't - Spock was there! To 
be honest, I think it was just an oversight. 


Stephen Shaw - Stockport 

I recently received from the States an unusual audio tape, misnamed "Trek 
Bloopers", with a cartoon pic of Mr. Spock eating a lolly. No copyright or 
trademark claims are made, and the only other data on the tape/inlay is "Blue Pear 
Records, Longwood, Florida". Not a full address! The tape is actually on-set 
recordings made during the late third season, NOT soundtrack recordings. Episodes 
are identified only by production number, and script passages by number. Some of 
the pieces are wild track recording sessions. Memorable is the recording from Let 
That Be Your Last Battlefield where poor Lokai has much trouble with his lines, and 
a voice not unlike Shatner's is heard to say "He'll never work again". There are 
musical moments from the Way to Eden and some interesting sounds from Janice Lester 
from Turnabout Intruder. I regret I cannot give a source for the tape. 





Star Trek uniform patterns are easily available, ie from the Official Fan Club 
or from Star Tech. Both suppliers offer a variety of ready made clothing. Star 
Tech even have a video which includes not only the second pilot (NOT as screened) 
but also the British electricity privatisation ads! Star Tech also have tribbies 
for sale - my son will shortly be the recipient of one of those. 


Scanning some ancient Beta videos I found a BBC2 programme, The Innes Book of 
Records, which includes a ST sketch in which Kirk and Spock beam into a 20th 
century disco, Kirk sings, and finally they beam back with the Incredible Hulk and 
Wonder Woman. I like the new CIC TNG videos - hitherto I had purposely avoided 
buying the videos due to the awful picture quality. The new version is far 
superior. I have obtained a copy of the script of The High Ground (ALL scripts 
available from Star Tech) and while I would be happier if the BBC showed it, I can 
understand their reluctance. The apparent naivety of the Americans concerned is 
itself a serious criticism of our internal censorship which will not keep us 
advised of all that happens! 


Sharon Rigby - Cumbria 
To everyone who wrote a review of the LN convention - I just wish I had been 


there. While everyone had a different point of view, all told of a great event. 
Thank you for telling it. 





To Kari Spindler (NL 20) - The Tale of a Lonely Trekker did bring back 
memories of a great time I had at my first convention. My nerves, and fears of 
no-one to talk to, disappeared in the lift up to my room, when I met my first 
fellow fan. Thank you also to a group of gentlemen who took me out for a pizza. 
Now, after two SF and Fantasy cons, I feel ready for the real thing - my first ST 


con in a few months’ time. Again I will be on my own, but as I now know - not for 
lona. 


To Nina Lynch - if you want a hand-painted T-shirt, try Carol Hume, 92 Nayling 


Rd, Braintree, Essex CM7 7RZ. Slogans and drawings in plain/several colours 
available. 


Between Crusher and Pulaski; while Pulaski did add something to the stories 
she appeared in her character as too much of Bones to fit in with the new crew. 
Crusher can be just as tough when she has to be. 





Claudia Wuttke - Reading 
With regard to ST VI, I was glad to find (NLZ21) that I wasn't the only one ‘to 


17 


find the Enterprise crew's behaviour towards the Kiingons hard to swallow. 
Especially Kirk's reaction seems way over the top as he hasn't shown such bitter 
hatred of the Klingons before. The xenophobia of the rest of the crew was also 
quite disappointing - how can they "seek out new life and new civilisations" with 
such an attitude? Apart from that, however, I liked ST VI and found it very 
atmospheric. What really made me think twice was the Klingon statement about the 
Federation being a 'Humans-only club for elitists' (or something along those 

lines). Isn't there a fair amount of truth in it? Earth is the ‘heart’ of the 
Federation; Starfleet appears to be run by an overwhelming majority of Humans, and 
this is also true of the Enterprise, both Classic and TNG. Even Deltans and 
Betazoids, for instance, are so Human in appearance that they don't really stick 

out as aliens. Where are all those Andorians, Caitans, etc? Another point is 
culture; why is it that the whole galaxy seems to know Shakespeare by heart but 
almost nothing is said about alien authors? Of course, I realise ST is for an 
exclusively Human audience which can relate more easily to everything Human, and 
that there are budget limitations for make-up and costumes. However, I think we 
should be aware that the picture of the Federation as it is now presented in ST may 
be limited and inaccurate. 


Finally, I'd like to say how much I enjoyed the last N/L, especially A 
Termination in 36 Episodes and What Every Woman Needs. You completely convinced 
me, Ann! 


Graeme G Lowe - Stonehaven 

To Gerry Turnbull - after reading your version of the history of the 
Enterprise and her crew in N/L 21 1 decided to finally work out the dates I think 
go with the various events as shown in the series and films - it's taken well over 
a year to sort it out. 


The classic mission was from 2267 - 2272. The V'Ger Incident happened in 
2274, after which another two 5-year missions took place. I think Spock might have 
been in command of one one of them. Enterprise was assigned to Starfleet Academy 
in 2285 and was met by Khan late in 2286, being destroyed at Genesis in January 
2287. The ShaKaRee Incident took place in 2288 and after fixing the ship's 
problems there was another mission in 2289. Sulu only stayed with the Enterprise 
for two years before taking command of the Excelsior in 2291. As mentioned in the 
film Sulu has been in command of the Excelsior for three years, so placing the 
Khitomer Conference in 2294. The Enterprise also returned from its last mission in 
this year. I have also come up with various birthdays for some crew members and a 
host of other dates, most of which might get changed at some time! 


To all the folk who want to know why there's a kitchen on the Enterprise - 
it's simple really. Although a vast majority of food consumed on a starship comes 
from replicators, then need an original to replicate from. A couple of chefs are 
employed in the kitchen to make up new dishes and recipes and these are introduced 
into the replicators where the computers analyse the chemical and nutritional 
makeup of the food along with its physical matrix. When someone asks the food 
dispensers for a meal the replicator reproduces an exact copy of the original for 
the customer. If the computers were programmes simply with the chemical content of 
a certain food without being introduced to the real thing, then the dispensers 
would produce a blob of chemicals - not very appetising! The kitchen is also used 
for recreational purposes when someone wants to make a special meal for somebody, 
or for people who enjoy cooking. Certain diplomatic functions would require real 
food to be served, and this would be made in the kitchen. 


With regard to the time alteration debate in previous N/Ls, I don't think it's 
possible. I might write a shortish article on why I think this, the basic 
conclusion being - if I travelled back in time and altered something, no matter how 
small, in such a way as to prevent the opportunity of time travel from occurring 
{or being required) then how could I have gone back in time to change it? 


Re brain/body transplants in N/L 20 ~ why would anybody want one? 


18 


Mark Illingworth - Leeds 

The postbag debate - (i) Length. Hmmm, I haven't counted the pages, but 
perhaps stating a reserved number of pages... (ii) Editorial replies. Replies 
have tended to be opinionated (?) on the committee behalf. If you feel the tone of 
‘conversation’ is getting a bit ‘deep’ - it might need a lift. Humour is severely 
lacking. (iii) Negative letters. If negative letters are sent in and as long as 
they are 'tongue in cheek’ then they should be printed. Also if they are presented 
in an innovative and thoughtful way, they should again be included. 





Overkill of subject - Gene Roddenberry's passing caused many members to write 
in, I'm sure; but did you really need to print it all? Brief excerpts of what you 
considered to be original and appropriate would have sufficed. The maiority of us, 
the membership, never met Gene, regretfully. What we did know of Gene is what he 
'breathed' into Star Trek, and we haven't lost that, have we? 


Janet - We have already decided to try and limit the postbag to around 30 
pages which we hope you agree is reasonable in an 68 page newsletter. We try to 
keep editorial replies to a minimum preferring to let members respond. 


As to the tributes to Gene - the newsletter is a forum for members to express 
their opinion and those members wanted to share their tributes to Gene. I don't 
apologise for printing them all as if it wasn't for Gene there would be no Star 
Trek and no Star Trek fandom. Also it was because of Gene that we decided to start 
IDIC. Gene was a wonderful, kind, friendly and thoughtful person as well as being 
a humanist. We started the club because we wanted to give him our support and 
share in his vision, and IDIC is as much dedicated to Gene's memory and to his 
vision as it is to ongoing Star Trek. 


We have never said that we wouldn't print letters of critiscism and members 
are free to disagree with each other. We just ask that members keep letters as 
fr:endly as possible and allow each other to have their own opinion.j 


Lloyd Lewis ~ Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan 

To Rick Prestien - Hi, Rick. Yes, the popular press did report that HRH named 
one of her Pembrokshire corgis Spock, but whether this makes her a Star Trek 
follower of a follower of Baby and Child Care no-one's confirmed. 





Thank you to everyone who put me right on the origins of the word robot. 


Pam Baddeley - Thank you, Pam. Following your directions, I found that not 
only is Prometheus credited with providing fire for Mankind, but also creating land 
for us to live on, championing us against the gods and recreating us from mud 
formed from earth and his tears after the original race of Mankind was destroyed in 
the flood. Well, he's certainly going on my Christmas card list! 


To Chris Blenkern - i thought we'd all agreed that ageism was as intolerant 
and self-defeating as racism and sexism. If you think that Star Trek is stuck in 
the sixties I suggest you carefully review the last 25 years. 


To Edwin Yau - I agree with you about The Apple, but was not the interference 
only instigated by Vaal's threats to destroy the Enterprise and its crew? It's a 
while since I saw it but I remember Vaal being aggressive. In A Private Little War 
the Klingons had already set about arming other tribes. I'm sure there were other 
solutions but apart from abandoning the planet to the Klingons most others wouid 
have entailed conflict between them and the Federation, which the lightbulbs would 


have stopped. It is, anyway, as you know, an allegory for Vietnam, and as such, 
Kirk's hands were tied. 


Morag Phillips ~ Kilmarnock 

On the subject of ST VI (you're probably sick of hearing people's opinions of 
ST VI!) - working in the cinema gave me a unique opportunity to study the subject. 
I have to give it a double thumbs up! As an action/adventure movie it never 
disappointed. As a mystery it was all pretty obvious, but nevertheless the plot 
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was executed with such gusto and patent enjoyment on behalf of the players that it 
worked very well. The effects were second to none and the soundtrack simply 
wonderful. My only complaint was the inclusion of some rather jarring scenes. I 
am referring, of course, to the scene in the galley and the brief glimpse of the 
crew's bunk rooms. I also found Spock's forced mind meld with Valeris very 
distressing and thought that he acted out of character in other scenes (claiming 
Sherlock Holmes as an ancestor?!) However, all in all I thoroughly enjoyed the 
movie and had a lump the size of Texas in my throat when Jim Kirk dictated his 
final log entry (every one of the twenty times I must have seen it!) I have to 

say, though, that I was not as upset by the idea of this being the last Classic 

Trek film as I would have been if there had been no Next Gen to look forward to. 
The knowledge that, although we may have heard the last of Jim Kirk and crew, Star 
Trek and all of its inherent ideas and values wil] continue was very reassuring. 


Ray Dowsett - Cambridge 

To John Marshallsay - Whilst you are perfectly correct in what you say about 
the Balloon Enterprise in N/L 21, she was actually only used as a prototype in a 
demonstration to Abraham Lincoln. The first use in battle was at the Battle of 
Fair Oaks on lst June 1862, where Thaddeus Lowe operated three observation balloons 
named Constitution, Intrepid and Union. The coal barge that can claim to be the 
first ‘aircraft carrier’ rejoiced under the name USS George Washington Parke Custis 
(usually just known as USS Custis). The usefulness of these balloons is debatable, 
as the Union Balloon Corps was disbanded just prior to the Battle of Gettysburg in 
1863 as being more trouble than worth! Incidentally the first warship I have come 
across named Enterprise was a British 28 gun frigate of 1770 (unless you count the 
one captured from the Dutch called Enterprize during the Dutch Wars), whereas the 
first American Enterprise was a 12 gun schooner of 1800. 





To Sue Embury - It is possible that Captain Kirk knew the names of all his 
crew, but not Captain Picard - in this 1 agree with you, though I am unsure of the 
exact figure. On board a ship it is often not so much the number of the crew but 
more that given the size of the vessel, the Captain simply would not have the 
occasion to come into contact with every crew member enough to remember them. If 
my own experience is anything to go by, when crew of a frigate with 220 men, just 
about everyone knew everyone else, thus creating that special ‘smail ship’ 
atmosphere beloved of naval fiction writers! However, my first ship had a crew of 
715, and in the two years I spent on board, I doubt I ever knew more than half of 
them ~ because my duties didn't bring me into contact with them. I would imagine 
therefore that on a Starship, when you get much over scoutship size, the Captain is 
unlikely to know more than 75% of his crew by name and sight. 


To Kathleen Glancy - If what you say is correct, and ‘short, fat people’ do 
not get into Starfleet... bang goes another fantasy! for whilst exactly the same 
height as Sulu, I am several pounds heavier! Don't call me 'Shorty'!! 

Incidentally, did I miss something? I am referring to your letter in N/L 21 to 
Marcia Pecor. The reason I ask is that as you know I am unlikely to fail to 
respond on the subject of 'Honest Abe' Lincoln... I must have missed something! I 
suspect (without getting back too much to that topic) that Kirk merely enjoys the 
same 'view' of Lincoln handed down by history... history being written by the 
victors in any conflict. The Union were the victors... ‘Nuff said! 


To Pam Baddeley/Matthew Conway/Ann Peters - Mode of address. Originally the 
term 'Mister' was used when addressing a Warrant Officer, as opposed to a 
Commissioned Officer, who rated 'sir'. Personally I do not like the usage of 
'Mister' for either sex, and ‘Ma'am’ sounds dated... What would be wrong with 


using rank? I mean if you addressed someone as ‘Lieutenant’, that could imply 
either sex quite happily. 


To Thomas Hicks - Did you serve aboard HMS Albion 1965-66 period? If so, you 
may recall off Borneo when someone got the bright idea for exercise purposes that a 
Leander Class Frigate made a good 'tug' for Albion, and my Ajax towed her. 
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Janet Quarton - Lochgilphead, Argyli 

Last weekend I was at Sol lil which I enjoyed very much. However I noticed 4 
rift developing between the fans there; not so much between classic Trek and TNG 
fans but between those fans who go to conventions to enjoy themselves, meet and 
listen to the guests, and socialise and thcse fans whose main aim in going to a 
convention is to catch up on the latest episodes on video. Those fans who can only 
catch up with the latest episodes at conventions have my full sympathy, but 
conventions are much more than just watching videos and something has te be done to 
try and keep both factions happy - unfortunately I'm not sure what. If you have a 
big enough venue, as hopefully Warp One will have next May, it may be possibie 
assign a big enough room to show the latest videos so that everyone who wants to 
see them can. If this is not possible it might be an idea for con committees at 
least to try and show the latest episodes in the main hall. Another possibility is 
to use hoteis with inhouse video systems and relay the episodes to the rooms for at 
least part of the day, making sure there is also a large room put aside for those 
not staying in the hotel. This could be done when there aren't other main items 
programmed and possibly also overnight for those who can do without sleep. One 
other possibility, which someone mentioned when we were talking at Sol III, is to 
have weekend video shows for those who want to watch videos and that would, 
hopefully, release the pressure on the video rooms at conventions and allow 
everyone to enjoy themselves. 





I've had a few more thoughts on STVI which raise a couple of questions. The 
Federation is a multi-being organisation but is Starfleet meant to be a Human 
service? I don't think Gene meant it to be. There were limitations in the series 
because of the problems of makeup but we were told that the Intrepid was a Vulcan 
manned starship. Also in ST:TMP there were a lot of non-Humans in the crew 
although most appeared to be humanoid. However in the films since ST:TMP Starfleet 
‘as become more military and apparently consists mostly of Humans. Personally 1 
-hink this shows where the films diverge from Gene's Star Trek Universe. With TNG 
‘we're back to having non-Humans in Starfleet and it has de-militerised. 


My other question concerns the Klingons. I thought the Klingons had an empire 
and I find it hard to believe that the destruction of a moon, even if it was the 
main source of energy for the Klingon home world, could bring about the downfall of 
the Klingon Empire. After all, if Earth had been destroyed in STIV 1 don't think 
it would have destroyed the Federation. 


Elena Bond - London 

Thank you for sending me Make It So 7. I must write in to share how much I 
enjoyed Gail Christison's story Cinidh. Every once in a while one reads a truly 
memorable story, and Cinidh is outstanding. I would recommend it to every Trek 
fan, especially any animal lovers amongst IDIC's membership, for whom this story is 
an absolute must. For those who have not yet read it, Cinidh describes an empathic 
relationship between Riker and an intelligent species of marine mammal. For any 
fans of the Dr Doolittle books this is the story where Riker learns to speak to the 
animals, and the animals speak back and help him. To achieve this level of 
communication is to evolve as a species. It's simply a brilliant idea and one that 
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I was pleasantly surprised to read. 





It is significant that now that the Troi/Riker relationship seems to have 
finally been laid to rest, writers at last feel free to develop the idea of Riker 
having 'relationships' with other life forms. I've waited a long time to read a 
story like Gail's and had quite frankly given up hope of finding this type of 
story. Congratulations must go to Gail for having the vision and the courage to 
write it. It really was my kind of story, only I would never have had the guts to 
entertain your idea. It's a break-through in Riker stories! The cover 
illustration of the zine is also brilliant. I'm sure Make It So 7 will sell out 
quickly just for the cover and this one story. 


Ronald Reid - Ayrshire 
Since the inception of Star Trek I have been interested in the Klingon race 
and am now delighted that Klingons serve on board Starfleet ships, albeit that 
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certain Klingons are still not to be trusted. I think that Lt Worf is excellent in 

his role as Chief of Security and far outshines that portrayed by Lt Natasha Yar, 
but I don't think that he is being utilised to his fullest. We see him in most of 

the episodes but he is mostly in the background and only has a few lines to say, 
normally about some approaching ship, or issuing warnings which the Captain usually 
dismisses. I would be interested to hear from any other members who have a similar 
interest in the Klingon race. 29 Herriot Ave, Kilbirnie, Ayrshire KA25 7HZ. 


Kathleen Glancy - Edinburgh 

I am faintly disgusted to see the new series is to feature yet another singie 
father. The anti-mother bias in TV shows (not just SF, all of them) goes against 
verisimilitude. We all know that where there are single-parent families the parent 
is far more likely to be the mother than the father, but not on TV. Beverly 
Crusher was bucking the trend, but this puts us back to the Battlestar Galactica 
situation (a series rich in single fathers - Adama, who in his previous incarnation 
as Ben Cartwright in Bonanza saw off no fewer than 3 wives, and usually any women 
he got interested in died too, and his son Apollo) and leaves an opening for the 
old crumpet of the week to boot. 





Apparently they're going to bring out a comic based on the Tek books - Jake 
Cardigan is drawn as a Shatner-type - younger, of course - and Ron Goulart gets 
credit as co-writer. 


The Daily Express claims Iman "was left seething" by the attentions of Shatner 
on the set of ST VI. "His hands were all over the place," she is quoted as saying. 
Then she adds that on the other hand, Michael Jackson "couldn't get the hang of 
it"! I find it hard to believe a professional actor of Shatner's years of 
experience, on a fully manned film set, would put his hands anywhere but where the 
director told him to put them. 


Janet, I take your point about Shatner's star billing. I'm sure you agreed 
with mine, that his status would hardly have sent Gene Roddenberry into a 25-year 
sulk, And I'd like to assure Shirley Maiewski that I didn't buy the National 
Enquirer. The piece was as short as it was scurrilous, and I speed-read it in the 
shop. 


To John Marshallsay - Starfleet wouldn't ask Roger Korby to construct androids 
for them, as he was first lost and soon after being found was rather seriously 
dead. Flint was also said to be dying. Both gentlemen's androids were flawed, 
moreover, with very easily-disrupted programming. The same went for the I Mudd 
androids. 


Re Gillian Taylor. I think the Federation does have the technology to do 
mind-wipes, or rather to remove real memories and produce false ones. The machine 
in Dagger of the Mind does so. Also Vulcans weren't the only telepaths around - 
and even the Vulcans, if they saw a logical reason to affect someone's memory, 
might take a pragmatic view. The protection of Earth's history would be important 
to them as it entwines with their own. Of course, Gillian could simply have been 
taken back in time and transported to the moment before she first met Kirk - no, 
that wouldn't do. No, false memories it has to be. 


To Marysia Kolodziej - the nerve pinch may simply require stronger fingers 
than McCoy possesses, or perhaps some sort of mental force which his brain can't 
produce but for which Data can substitute an electrical jolt. 


I loved Chris Blenkarn's Janice Rand piece. You could combine some of her 
ideas nicely. She saw sense about Kirk, left Starfleet to become a star of 
hairspray commercials and married a descendant of John Frieda. Subsequently she 
caught him giving a trim and blow-dry to a redhead, divorced him and re~-enlisted. 


Stephen Shaw - Stockport 


As a fairly new member I am reluctant to duplicate what has gone before, but 
as a long time purchaser from the States I have several items which may be of 
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interest that could be reviewed, such as - fan publication The Doctor and the 
Enterprise; Star Logs 1 - 10 from the animated series; scripts - all series and 
films, including the never made ST II TV series; records - symphonic renditions 
from Classic Trek TV; story records, etc. [Ed - yes, please.] 1 have a script for 
TNG dated May 13th 1987 by David Gerrold (first draft teleplay) which includes a 
gay relationship between two crew members - not explicit but clearly indicated. 
The script was not accepted. 


CIC Videos - due to the appalling picture quality I did not purchase the tirst 
three years TNG videos. I have now started buying the improved ones and will 
continue to do so. I think that states my position on the new process! 


What did everyone dislike about TNG when it started? A 15-year-old boy 
genius... What killed off the 3rd series Americanised Space 1999? A 
shape-changing monster. What is planned for ST-DS9? Aaaaaaagh! Pardon my 
feelings of despondency. The US networks are just as warped as the BBC. N/L 21, P 
17 - my son has been brought up with ‘traditional’ role models, but no sexist 
encouragements, and is quite happy making lace like his mum. He has no guns or 
soldiers. Advertising in shops or on TV can play a considerable part in modelling! 


Star Tech sells lots of models and other ST stuff - the founder was inspired 
to start his business after seeing ST:TMP! ERTL have a Klingon cruiser from ST:TUC 
at just $9.95 and a TNG Klingon cruiser at $14.95; a Classic Klingon cruiser (TV 
series) at $8.95, and ST I & II Klingon destroyer at $7.95 (10"x16"). There is a 
ST:lIl Bird of Prey available for $70! (6.5" long). Models of the Enterprise? ST 
I with electronics, $25; set of 3 models (TVG, movie, classic) $25; ST V, $15; 17" 
classic, $8; classic trio (NCC1701, Klingon, Romulan) $6; ST VI, $25; ST VI with 
small TNG ship, $15. Star Tech, PO Box 456, Dunlap, TN 37327, USA. 


N/L 21 P 34. I have a thermal transfer ribbon for my printer and can produce 
any text you like on a T-shirt! The process uses dyes, not the plastic gunk you so 
often see, and washes and wears much better. However, it requires a 50/50 
poly/cotton (30/70 at least) for best results; the dye fixes to the polyester - the 
cotton is required to raise the temperature the fabric can withstand. Being a Cye, 
it requires a light fabric - white is ideal. If you can find the T-shirt and want 
the text added, drop me a SAE with details of what you want (style, design, 
positioning, size etc) and I'll send a specimen printout on paper. Large sizes are 
difficult - I do not have a press, only a domestic iron! You can always add your 
own cartoons with the numerous fabric paints available! 


My solution to the con is to get a full ticket for myself, and day tickets for 
my wife and son - then we can all enjoy to the level of our interest. 


N/L 21 P 42 - respecting your desire not to cover K/S in IDIC, i) I was 
interested to see you indicate they were by women for women - is this exclusive? 
ii) WHY K/S? This implies a significant change to the standard Trek universe. 
From the original characterisations, Kirk-McCoy would have required less 
distortion? Or is it the attraction of cold unemotional Mr Spock? A most 
intriguing sub-genre. Is there a correspondent willing to discuss the issues 
outside IDIC? 


Caution to members buying "," from the States; UK books are subject to the 
Obscene Publications Act, and by the treaty of Rome, European books cannot be 
treated more harshly. The OPA has been little used recently for textual porn (a 
recent local case involved a successful prosecution of a racist book). Books from 
outside Europe are subject to different, harsher regulations and can be seized by 
Customs - gay fiction has been targeted in the past. 


[Janet - we will forward mail to Stephen and any other member if you send it 
to me or Sheila.] 





Re favourite bits - my personal favourite ‘laugh’ so far in TNG has to be the 
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reactions of Riker and Troi to Barclay's holodeck versions of them in Hollow 
Pursuits. And thin and beautiful crewmembers - Helena's theory about ‘calorie 
smart' food slots was interesting, but Guinan obviously gets her rations elsewhere! 
She is a very striking looking woman, but can hardly be described as thin and 
beautiful! As for Best of Both Worlds I & II - these episodes have to rate as my 
current ST favourites in all departments - good SF, good plot, drama, emotion etc. 
But can anyone tell me why, in the final scene, Picard is sporting an array of 
futuristic elastoplasts? Weren't Beverly's lasers working that day? 


To Nina Lynch - as a Kirk fan, I feel I must point out that I, too, enjoy 
Mirror Mirror, not least because Kirk gets beaten up on one ship and locked away on 
the other. This (as I'm sure Janet would agree) is a good example of a ‘Kirk 
bonker' story! Of course, it might also have something to do with the way he looks 
in that gold waistcoat... 


To Sara Jackson - I agree, Kirk meets Picard is my worst nightmare, too. I 
love Classic Trek and my admiration for TNG grows all the time, but I do not think 
they can be compared. Yes, they are both set in Roddenberry's Star Trek universe 
and uphold the same basic ideas and values, but there are also many differences in 
approach, which can largely be accounted for in the 25 years which separate the 
making of the two series. For example, Classic Trek was way ahead of its time, 
being the first of the 'buddy-buddy' genre which would later become so popular on 
American TV. The close relationship and high emotion of the triumvirate was 
essential to the original series and was certainly instrumental in giving it such a 
large following. But it is obvious from TNG that this approach is no longer used - 
professional compassion has replaced the old hurt/comfort and there is a much more 
cerebral feel to the whole programme. I really don't feel the two would mix well 
at all. Spock's appearance in Unification provided a poignant and wholly 
believable link between the two, so why can't it be left at that? 


And, to be brutally honest, am I the only one who feels embarrassed by the 
prospect of our much-loved, but ageing, original crew meeting the 'D' crowd? Let's 
appreciate the two series for their uniqueness - and keep them separate! 


Russell Witheyman - Crawley, W Sussex 

I just thought I would air my opinion on ST-DS9 as everyone else is doing at 
the moment. My first reaction was "Oh, no, they're making a big mistake" but I've 
since become quite taken with the idea of another ST series. I hope Paramount 
don't detract from Gene's ST philosophy too much . (I think it highly unlikely 
that he knew about the show!) The show's premise does sound a bit weak, though if 
it is set on a space station there isn't much they can do really. A starship can 
go all round the galaxy meeting new life forms, etc, but a space station plonked in 
the middle of space, near a wormhole, sounds quite dull really. I know the 
wormhole is supposed to bring new life forms to it but the whole thing still sounds 
a bit dodgy. I'm sure Rick Berman and Michael Piller will do their best - that is 
why I think it might be 0.K. I think I'd rather see TNG go on for another couple 
of years instead of DS9, but I will reserve judgement until I see the first 
episodes. 


To Fiona McOran-Campbell - I agree about Wesley. He was a bit of a pain at 
first but now I really enjoy him. It's a pity Wil Wheaton left - it was basically 
the writers’ fault for not writing for him. I really liked Final Mission - I think 
it is one of the best fourth season stories, and performances from Patrick Stewart 
and Wil were excellent. I'm glad Wesley is coming back as a guest in The Game and 
First Duty in the 5th season. I think there is still a lot of prejudice about the 
younger generation (I should know, I'm only 21) and young people are usually talked 
down to by older people. It didn't surprise me when everyone started to bad-mouth 
Wesley Crusher. I think, though, the idea of everyone hating Wesley is a little 
childish. So he saved the ship a couple of times. Big deal! Wesley is an 
extremely bright and intelligent young man, so why couldn't he save the ship? 


Anyway, I liked your idea about Wesley becoming the Captain of the Enterprise - E. 
Who knows? 
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To round things off, my favourite line from Unification was where Spock says 
to Picard, "In your own way you are as stubborn as another Captain of the 
Enterprise I once knew," and Picard replies, "Then I'm in good company, sir." 
Brilliant! 


Favourite TNG quotes are Data in The Naked Now, just about to be seduced by 
Tasha Yar ~ "I am programmed in multiple techniques" - brilliant! and Worf's "I 
protest, Captain. I am not a merry man!" in Qpid. 


Christine Hornby - Gillingham 

Re the comments that have been made in the postbag of N/Ls 20 & 21 about Enemy 
Mine, which does indeed have a similar plotline to the Geordi episode. Barry 
Longyear did write the novelisation of the film, in 1985, with another writer ~ who 
was our very own David Gerrold! Interestingly, however, Barry has other Trekkish 
connections, as he had science fiction stories published in issues of the US zine 
Maine(ly) Trek, during the early 1980s. Incidentally, if anyone out there has the 
first one of this series, Maine(ly) Trek 1, I'd love to beg, borrow or steal it! 
That was an excellent zine series. 





Sad to hear of the death of Dr Isaac Asimov the other day. A great writer. I 
know he didn't actually write any Trek segments, but he did call Star Trek "the 
first good television science fiction" way back in 1967 (quoted by Allan Asherman 
in his first Star Trek Compendium). 


Keep up the excellent work, IDIC is absolutely essential for all Trek fans! 


Caroline Lewis - Tunbridge Wells 

To Shirley Maiewski - if I could find out anything ahout Patrick Stewart then 
I would discuss him at length quite happily. However I think everyone would find 
it a bit boring if I wrote ‘brilliant’ a hundred times over, even though that about 
sums up how I feel! The episode Sarek (which has just been shown here) was 
excellent. Patrick Stewart - wow! What more can I say? 


To Pam Baddeley - re Star Trek merchandise for tokens. Write to Event 
Merchandising Ltd, P O Box 50, Harlow, Essex CM17 ODZ. They do a mug, baseball 
cap, T-shirt, sweatshirt (I got one of these and it's great) and a flying jacket. 
They should send you a form to fill in and attach stickers to. 


John Sherratt - Stoke on Trent 
I have just finished reading N/L21, the second one I have received since 
joining IDIC, and I must say (again) I think it achieves an excellent standard. 


I was lucky enough to win one of the runners up prizes in the Radio 1 Star 
Trek competition held on the Simon Bates Show around the time that ST VI TUC was 
released. The package comprised a sweatshirt, pin badge, computer role-playing 
game and a CD of the film soundtrack. But for winning this, I do not think I would 
have bothered buying the soundtrack, but after several plays I have come to like 
it. It is not perhaps my usual sort of music but I think it is ‘stirring, heroic 
stuff’ which captures well the mod and atmosphere of the film. The computer 
role-playing game is based on Classic Trek, and from the instructions supplied 


looks very interesting. Sadly, I have not been able to have a go as I don't own a 
computer! 


I was interested to read in the newsletter those further details of ST:DS9, 
and I look forward to seeing it whenever that might be in this country. I wonder 
should Paramount be congratulated for trying to take the Star Trek series in a new 
direction, or, by removing the cast from the Enterprise, will something be lost? I 
suppose in some ways if they had wished to carry on it would have been easier for 
them just to have created a further new Enterprise or whatever, with a bunch of new 
faces as the crew, rather than take this novel step. Mind you, I think I would 
have liked to see perhaps a new series featuring the exploits of Captain Sulu and 
the crew of the Excelsior - or perhaps even Captain Garrett and the crew of the 
Enterprise NCC 1701-C, although presumably the latter would have to be set prior to 
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the events in Yesterday's Enterprise. 


As an aside, is it an 'official' part of Federation history that the 
Enterprise NCC 1701-C was lost to the Romulans, or is it left open so that in 
theory 1701-C, with Lt. Yar, may still be around having survived the battle and 
continued its existence in its own time zone. So far as I recall, none of the 
episodes shown to date by the BBC make any further reference to the fact. 


[Ed - We discover the fate of 1701-C and Tasha Yar in a fourth season episode.] 


John Stubley - Boston 

Star Trek VI arrived here on Friday March 20th, over a month after it was 
released in Great Britain. I turned up on the first matinee to sit down on my own 
in a dead cinema! No cheering, no applause. I think I'm the only Trekker in this 


town. To top it all off, I hadn't got my glasses back from the optician's yet! 
Anyway, to the film. 





When the dedication to Gene was shown I quietly smiled while I wondered if 
those at the back knew who he was. Then the music - not as memorable as the end 
theme to ST:TSFS. I still miss that rousing theme that would have set the film off 
a treat. It was straight in to the explosion on Praxis. I'm sorry, but I know too 
much science to believe such FX. The whodunnit plot was great, but it was a little 
far-fetched to have such a conspiracy at such a high level; and how is it, with so 
much computer power at their disposal, they couldn't work out that the photon 
torpedo came from below the Enterprise? My congratulations to Captain Sulu - he 
makes a wonderful Starship Commander! My favourite bit was when Uhura and Scotty 
were frantically searching the Klingon dictionaries to bluff their way in to rescue 
Kirk and McCoy! I also liked General Chang's expression when that torpedo left the 
Enterprise and it tiew straignt up nis cloaked exhaust: (My compiiments to 
Christopher Plummer for one of the best ~ and most humorous - portrayals of a 
Klingon I have ever seen.) 


I do not like the way in which Kirk was written in as uncaring about the 
Klingons’ plight. "Let them die" is not the sort of sentiment I would have ever 
expected Kirk to have. Spock's mind meld with Valeris was a very emotional scene 
and I could imagine his revulsion in having to violate anyone's mine in such a way. 
And isn't Chekov looking a bit grey? Probably the worst scene for me was seeing 


that photon torpedo punch a hole right through the Enterprise's saucer ~ it made me 
cringe! 


Anyway, I enjoyed the film, despite not having anyone to share the experience 
with, and I am looking forward to reading the novel (from which I can work out the 
characters’ motives and thoughts). I hope this is the last film with the Classic 


cast - "Quit while you're ahead!" is a good idea, and I wish then all well in the 
future. 


Ann T Robertson - Blantyre, Glasgow 
First of ail, hi to Kirstie - hope you are recovering weil. 





I recently got the Konami Talking Star Trek game. If you like this type of 
hand held game this is definitely worth getting. The talkie effects are quite 
good, with phrases such as "Beam me up, Scotty", "That's not logical" and "Warp 
speed". The object of the game is to beam up survivors from a planet which you are 
orbiting in a certain time, but before you reach the planet you must destroy the 
Klingon warship which keeps firing at you. There are three different levels, which 
I believe are quite similar in objective; the only thing is, I haven't got past 
level 1 yet. The game is for 5-year-olds and upwards, but at the grand age of 23 
it still keeps me occupied. For those who live in a non-Trek atmosphere, the sound 


can be turned off, which is of great use if you're playing it in the middle of the 
night. 


To Ann Peters - I loved your article about 'What Every Woman Needs'. Too bad 
Data is only one of a kind. 
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criticised. I'd like to have seen what Kirk, Spock, Picard or Riker were like at 
his age. 


To Marysia Kolodziej - I believe that the technology we see in Star Trek is 
not that advanced as to be completely impossible. When you think about all ye 
changes in technology which have happened in this century, surely in 400 ye : 
time our planet wull have changed dramatically... hopefully for the better. 









Thanks to aii in IDIC for keeping the N-Ls so interesting. : DYoIgnert 
the little brown enveiope arriving through the door is ail it take j y Me Sane 
in my Trekless family. 








Dave Styles - Ashiccd, Kent 

Having read a few newsletters, it seems that I am the only person who is 
dependent on CIC releases. Everyone else seems tc have seen episodes of TNG that. 
are still months away for me. How do they manage that? I would really like to 
join in. 





Ed ~ if anyone can help Dave, Sheila will forward letters.] 


Lesiey E Hatch - Warley, W. Midlands 

To Sue Embury - I don't think it was a mistake to create someone like Deaniid; 
it's just a pity she is underused on occasions. As far as her detecting everyone's 
innermost feelings is concerned, I don't think she can in fact do this, as she is 
only half Betazoid. Probably Lwaxana could do it, but I don't think either of them 
would. 





To Ihesiev Arrowsmith - I don't think Kryten from Red Dwarf is superior to Data 
e.ther. He may be called an android, but he's far more robot-looking, and nis 
p:ogramming is much more typical of a robot's. He also runs on some kind of power 
pick which has a finite life. He is, however, as quirky as Data, and they meht in 
fect get on well. 


To Edward Woo - Data doesn't sleep; he has said more than once that he 
doesn't need it, but I did read somewhere that he does actually rest and do nothing 
from time to time. 


Jenny Turner - Birmingham 

I have recently seen ‘Sarek', and thought it was very sad to see Sarek in the 
state he was in. We all get old, but it seems terrible that they could travel the 
galaxy and not find a cure. I didn't like Sarek's new wife much at all. One of 
the funny bits was the punch-up in the lounge when the doors opened and Riker and 
Worf were surprised - to say the least. I can just imagine Spock's reaction would 
have been ‘fascinating' if he had witnessed this scene. What did irritate me were 
Sarek's aides, who kept trying to tell him what to do. I know the man was sick, 
but he hadn't lost all his marbles! I loved the meld at the end, it was very 
touching. I assume in Unification his condition becomes much worse. It must be 
awful for Spock in the future, alone after Kirk and the others have died. 





Marysia Kolodziej - Troon 

Re Tasha Yar - I thought it was a great idea to let Tasha come back in 
Yesterday's Enterprise. Her death in Skin of Evil was pointless and I'm glad she 
had a chance to die with honour. It was good to see a femaie Captain on the 
Enterprise even if she did die. Perhaps we could have a female Captain in the 
Third Generation. I'm free for the next 25 years! 





Bryan _Tarry - Southampton 

It might be cf interest to some members that I am currently receiving an 
episode of Classic Trek every week via my local cable service, the only drawback of 
which is that the episodes are dubbed into German (which I dont speak!}. However, 
for those of you who might enjoy the adventures of the “Raumschiff Enterprise", it 
airs on the channel SAT 1 - whether or not this can be received via a dish I'm not 
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sure, It's usually on Sundays around noon and the episodes shown are in no 
Particular order and are a liberal mix from all three seasons. [Janet: SAT 1 can be 
received on Astra.] 


To Gillian Walton - according to Shane Johnson's Mr Scott's Guide to the 
Enterprise, the colours on the Starfleet uniforms are as follows - white, command; 
sky blue, sciences; gold, services (including engineering and security; olive, 
medical; grey, operations; red, cadet. However, this source is not ‘gospel’, so 
how official this information is I'm net sure, but it seems to hold true in the 
Majority of cases. 


To Chris Brown - re pips and squeaks on Starfleet uniforms - according to the 
source above, a pip denotes one year's service and a squeak is five years. 


To Liz Caldwell - re DS9. I too feel uneasy about a third Star Trek series, 
although I don't know exactly why. Perhaps, like Kirk said in ST VI, some people 
are afraid of the future. Perhaps in this case I might be one of these people. I 
don't know. Lightning has struck twice already as regards the excellence of the 
past two series - surely a third is too much to ask for? I just hope my fears are 
unfounded and that I'm just being stupid. (I felt the same way about TNG before I 
Saw it!) Despite not being a Roddenberry creation, DS9 is in the hands of capable 
people, so fingers crossed! 


To Marysia Kolodziej - yup, I love The Offspring too! It's a great episode 
and one of the best things about it is Picard - the way in which he is willing to 
go to the wall on behalf of Data and Lal, defying the extremely irritating Admiral, 
is simply great. Picard might be criticised for not being as dynamic as Kirk (who 
is?) but he is very much his own man. He does not blindly follow orders but 
interprets them, weighing his conscience against his duty - he is a thinking 
Captain and a man of honour and principle. You might infer from this that I'm a 


bit of a Picard fan - you'd be right! Jean-Luc scrapes my vote in the great Kirk 
versus Picard debate any time. 


Finally, just a quick couple of questions: 1) what is O'Brien's rank? I know 
that he's transporter chief but I thought that this was a position rather than a 
rank. He does have two circles on his collar (like Worf) so I would assume that he 
too was a lieutenant, but in Family Worf's Dad refers to him as a fellow Chief 
Petty Officer. If this is the case, then how does one differentiate between a 
lieutenant and a CPO? My personal opinion is that O'Brien is indeed a lieutenant, 
that Worf's Dad was wrong, and that good old Miles, affable chap that he is, was 
far too polite to point out the old boy's mistake! 


2) When is Nichelle Nichols' birthday? In N/L 21 you state it to be 18th 
December, but my Classic Trek calendar says that it is 28th December. I'm not just 
being picky, as if it is the latter date, then it coincides with mine - a major 
claim to fame! (Janet: I think you are correct and it is 28th December.] 


Colin Mackay - Edinburgh 

In response to the debate about the doors in Star Trek seemingly being 
intelligent and only opening when a person wishes to go through them and not just 
when the person gets very close but turns round to talk to some-one. In the book 
Gulliver's Fugitives by Keith Sharee there is a group of Humans who had left Earth 
and developed a society were fiction was the highest crime. Due to lack of other 
proof that a person is using imagination, machines were built called one-eyes. 
These machines could read brain~wave patterns and convert them into sound/vision. 
It is possible that the doors read brain-wave patterns and wait for the brain 
pattern wishing the door open. 





To the debate about how Data is powered, I think his skin could be a kind of 
solar panel to convert the ship's lighting to electric current for him to use. I 
could assume he could also pick up some static electricity and use it to his 
advantage. This could all be sent to a battery where it is to be stored until 
needed. This could explain his extremely high tolerance of having large amounts of 
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electrical current latch on to him from various alien beings (eg in Ghost Ship). 


The ST:TNG Technical Manual states that a PADD can hold 4.3 kiloquads of 
information. What is a quad or kiloquad converted to bytes? (Perhaps Giga or Tera 
bytes might be more appropriate.) 


To Helena Luckhurst - to your question about how realistic Star Trek might be, 
I think that many of the technologies will be available to us by the 24th century. 
The PADD, for example, I believe we could have in a few years (perhaps with not all 
the functions and not as much memory capacity). Transporter technology I believe 
should be available by the end of the 21st century, but only as a device to 
replicate simple objects such as plastics, glass, metals and some foods. The 
holodeck will closely follow the transporter technology - however, a version where 
you cannot touch the objects should be available in a few decades. I am talking 
about total VR, not just the head set version in video arcades. 


I think the Communications Officer on the Enterprise-D is Worf as he seems to 
be the person Picard directs orders at when he wants a ship to be hailed. The 
Science Officer is logically Data; also in the episode at the end of season one 
(can't remember the name - any help?) with the bug thing (it looked like the bug 
Khan used in TWOK) that was controlling minds didn't like the Science Officer, 
however it didn't mind anyone else - therefore it must be Data. [Ed - Conspiracy?] 


Has anyone noticed in the third season TNG episode The Defector, that when 
Data tells the computer to halt the program, everything freezes bar the camp fire, 
which keeps on burning? 


Re the 5tii season episode Reunion [Unification] - I did not think that the 
‘fat Ferengi’ was all that fat. Mind you, i read the Look first and built up a 
picture of the Ferengi about the size of a Sumo wrestler! 


Matthew Hogan - Faversham, Kent 

To anyone who has the wide screen version of ST:TMP - have you noticed that 
several scenes have been cut? Missing is the minute or two of Sulu's pressing the 
wrong buttons on the console next to Ilia and a conversation between her and 
Decker. In the wide screen version Kirk leaves the bridge and cuts to McCoy 
beaming up, missing out the bridge scene. Also gone is Ilia healing Chekov and 
Spock crying. Has anyone else noticed any other cuts in the wide screen films? 
[Janet: the wide screen version of ST:TMP is the original cinema version. The 
scenes you mention were in the extended TV version.] 


Regarding the Kirk or Picard article - the author seems to have forgotten how 
Picard saved the crew of the Stargazer as told in The Battle. This demonstrates 
his competence as a commander in combat. His use of the 'Picard Manoeuvre' surely 
saved his ship. Picard is often underestimated because his command style is so 
different from Kirk's, but he could bash Romulans with the best of them! 


To Helena Luckhurst - I think that 'Up the Long Ladder' refers to the enormous 
task ahead of the two cultures if they are to make a success of the united society. 


Matthew Conway - Lambourn, Berks 

To Shirley Maiewski - I certainly agree that the quality of ST:TNG episode 
titles is far from that of the Classic series. After all, a series that managed 
to produce a third season containing six consecutive segments all entitled 'The 
Something! can hardly match the likes of For the World is Hollow and I have Touched 
the Sky and How Sharper Than a Serpent's Tooth. Perhaps writers think that modern 
audiences are incapable of understanding a title more than two words long. Or 
maybe it's just that they can't understand long words themselves. 





To Ann Peters - To a biologist, life is defined according to seven conditions 
that must be met, the most fundamental of which (according to Dr. Crusher, at 
least) is the ability to reproduce. Rocks certainly do not fulfil any of these 
conditions, but Data is an interesting case; he definitely responds to external 
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stimuli and is capable of utilising stored energy. However, is he capable of 

growth, and, most intriguing of all, can he reproduce? If an android builds 
another android (eg Data building Lal) does that count as reproduction? Looking at 
things in this way, the whole question of Data's ‘aliveness' certainly becomes a 
whole lot more debatable. 


To Lyn Johnstone - admittedly, Data's reactions at the end of Legacy do give 
cause for thought. However, they could be explained by his simply trying to 
reconcile the illogical actions of a Human being, namely the way in which Ishara 
Yar first betrayed him and then acted quite differently just before she returned to 
Turkana IV. I can't recall that situation even having occurred in a previous 
episode of TNG, so it would be perfectly possible for Data to be confused about yet 
another part of the Human equation. 


To Pam Baddeley - as far as The High Ground is concerned, I find myself 
actually having to defend the BBC for once. British involvement in Northern 
Ireland is a very sensitive political issue, and any programme that makes a casual 
remark about that island's unification in the twenty-first century because of 
military activity should really do so at much greater length. In view of TNG's 6 
pm time slot, the Corporation's decision to ban an episode portraying terrorists as 
being sincere, albeit that their actions were shown to be wrong, should perhaps be 
viewed with a little more sympathy than many Trek fans, including myself, were 
willing to afford them. 


TQ - Preston 

Having been loaned a copy of N/L 20 I thought I would write and say - phew! 
As a lifetime ST fan ~ though only since last July have I been able to enjoy the 
serics with no complaints of "You're nct watching TIUAT, are you?" - I can now say 
to my Dad (who says he dislikes science fiction but I caught him watching The 
Offspring some weeks back) that ST fans aren't all "daft as brushes". 


Congratulations on the sense of humour shown by all contributors - it is sadly 
lacking in most letters columns. 


Mainly to Pan Baddeley, but anyone else involved in the ‘head transplant’ 
saga. While cryogenic suspension in liquid helium or nitrogen is perfectly fine 
for short-term storage (eg blood for transfusion) the problem is that, although at 
these low temperatures molecular activity ceases, the cells do not receive any 
nutriments. Over a pericd of time cell death inevitably occurs. You can't keep a 
joint of meat in the freezer for ever! I hear that some of tne ‘items’ Kept in 
cryogenic storage have since ‘gone off' and I am not in the least surprised. 
Maintaining that consistent low temperature is difficult - and expensive. 
Regarding reattachment - nerves are funny things. I had one in my leg accidentally 
cut six years ago, and it still hasn't regenerated; I don't think it ever will. 

Like brain cells, neurons are reluctant to grow though they can adapt existing 
synapses (that’s where two nerves join, for the benefit of non-biologists out 


bie nn aad bhaenhese ener sstinnw a awtae ns? Dest Awan th 
there} te go round a damaged nerve, thereby rercuting the signal. But once the 


delicate electro-chemical synaptic balance is gone, it cannot be restored. What 


damage freezing would do to living synapses I cannot guess, but I would think it 
would be detrimental. 


I also think that even if the brain survived cryogenic freezing, the whole 
thing would be rather pointless. There isn't much to gain by surviving one ordeal 
to be left unable to take care of yourself. What I mean is that (continuing from 
my comments about the reluctance of nerves to repair themselves) the transplanted 
head would be in a body with the equivalent of a broken neck, and unless scientists 
can solve this problem (which I doubt as neurological functions are still only 
partly understood) this will be the biggest stumbling block. Also, has anyone 
given any thought to the problems involved in reconnecting a head? The blood 
pressure in the carotid arteries is very high - necessary to feed such a vital 
organ; high enough to burst most forms of suture (as indeed it is in the aorta, 
another place surgeons dislike working). There are the minor problems of joining 
up windpipe and gullet, and the major one - what happens if the donor's spine and 
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the recipient's spine don't match? In the news we hear of miracles of 
microsurgery, including rejoining damaged nerves, but this usually in a very short 
space of time after they have been severed. Long-term, I cannot see how this is 
possible. Many scientists share my views, if what I have read is correct. 


On the subject of brain activity, to Chris Brown and Marysia Kolodziej. The 
speed at which brains process information depends on various factors - or rather, 
the speed at which it processes information and feeds it to the conscious mind 
appears to vary. In fact, according to various people, and bearing in mind that 
the brain is an electro-chemical organ, it is therefore probable that it is at 
light speed. (I can personally say that nerve impulses travel at light speed, 
having been electrocuted on more than one occasion by the staff at the local 
hospital while they were testing nerves in my left arm!) However, this can be 
slowed by the action of drugs (including alcohol) which inhibit impulses across the 
neural synapses. Incidentally, I'm not a biologist myself, but I have taken an 
interest in the subject - and my family doctor is by now very familiar with my 
asking questions on the subject! 


Gloria Fry - Glasqow 

It was very interesting to read the reviews of ST VI in N/L 21. The general 
consensus seems to be that apart from some minor quibbles, we all agree that it is 
a terrific film. I have now seen it a second time and thoroughly enjoyed it again, 
picking up parts missed on the first viewing. 


To Janet Quarton - I agree about all your points about the portrayal of the 
Enterprise, the changes made about the food replicators and clothing fabricators 
etc, but I assume it was the director's idea of a working ship and it was 
effective. However, I also prefer the original Enterprise. 


To Karen Sparks - Kirk and Spock have clashed before, on the original series. 
Arena and Conscience of the King are two examples. And even the closest of friends 
can have major disagreements; however I agree that the relationships were not 
played as intensely as in previous films. 


To Sheila Clark - Kirk's attitude to the Klingons does not seem in keeping 
with his tolerant behaviour throughout the series, when at times he actually worked 
with them. However, even though his son was a stranger to him, the shock might be 
enough to start resentment which could fester within him over the years. One of 
Kirk's attractions is that he is very Human and has faults and weaknesses which he 
can and does overcome. 


To Nina Lynch - your question as to why no Klingon death howl. That is purely 
a TNG invention, and nothing to do with any aspect of Original Trek. As for the 
use of dictionaries, I am sure they were used for humorous purposes only. 


After now seeing Sarek, I would like to know - 1) Who did Spock marry? (I 
assume it is at Spock's wedding that Picard originaily met Sarek). Z) Where was 
she in Unification? Is she dead, or back on Vulcan? 


I rented Unification recently, and although I enjoyed it, I felt that it could 
easily have been put into one episode. The whole business in the junkyard was 
unnecessary. Mark Lenard was incredible as the dying Sarek. What a fine actor 
that man is! He was heartbreakingly convincing. Leonard Nimoy did not have enough 
to do as Spock, and whoever designed his clothing ought to be fired. Those 
shoulder pads were ridiculous. Anyone who can make a tall, elegant man look like a 
burly quarterback is in the wrong profession. That apart, the scene with Spock and 
Data was excellent, and the final mind-meld scene with Picard was very touching, 
though I find it unlikely that Spock, in 130 or so years, had never melded with his 
father, and was estranged from him even though in Journey to Babel and in ST IV 
they were obviously reconciled. The bit that really annoyed me was Riker's comment 
about 'fathers and sons' as if he understood the situation, when his estrangement 
with his father was an obvious copy of Spock and Sarek. 
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Ann Peter's article, 'What Every Woman Needs' certainly had a lot of truth to 
it. An android would be perfect, but I still would prefer a Vulcan. By the way, 
Ann, have you ever read Asimov's story Satisfaction Guaranteed, about Tony, the 
perfect, handsome robot? If not you should. 


Talking about Asimov, I was really saddened to hear about his death. He was 
one of my favourite authors and over the years with his forewords and afterwords in 
so many of his collections I felt as if I knew him. He was always one to ‘talk’ to 
his reader as if to a friend. Although not directly involved with ST, he was a fan 
of the original series and wrote several articles about it. I wonder what a ST 
story written by him would have been like? He will be sadly missed, one of the 
all-time 'greats' of SF. 


Sue Jones - Hoylake, Wirral 

Thank you, thank you to Gillian Walton for voicing the same doubts that I had 
about Kirk's reaction to the Klingons in STVI. There seems to be no attempt at 
continuity of characterisation between the original series and the films - This 
isn't the Kirk of Day of the Dove - "We won't kill today". This is an entirely 
different person. I know that theory's fine, but it's different when it happens to 
you, and Kirk has just lost his son to the Klingons, but even so, only the most 
blinkered and blindly prejudiced would blame a whole race for the actions of a few 
individuals and that kind of thinking doesn't belong on a Starship. Kirk himself 
said so in Balance of Terror. At the first signs of Kirk developing that kind of 
bigotry I reckon he'd have been transferred off the "Big E” so fast he wouldn't 
have known what hit him. And what's more McCoy as a good C.M.O. would have made 
sure it happened! But in all honesty I find it difficult to believe that a man who 
has lived by one set of principles for most of his life suddenly abandons them in 
old age. Nor for that matter can I conceive of a seasoned commander permitting 
anything as potent as Romulan Ale to be served at a politically sensitive dinner 
and certainly not at the suggestion of a mere lieutenant (even if she is Spock's 
protege), let alone partaking of enough of it himself to let himself be suspected 
of being drunk, or condone his officers doing so. The Kirk of the Classic series 
would have wiped the floor with the lot of them - friends or not. Remember Trouble 
With Tribbles and the fight in the bar. So having condemned the whole premise of 


the film as sloppy plotting, it was still a cracking good story. I wonder what the 
chances of a seventh film are? 





Waltraud Zucha-Glass - Zollikofen, Switzerland 

Having seen ST VI three times now (which is quite an achievement, for it isn't 
due here in Switzerland before the end of May!!!) I still think that it's a 
brilliant film, although not my personal favourite. However, there remains one 
unsolved question for me; why does nobody on the Enterprise speak Klingonese? I 
understand from the novelisation that Valeris had deleted ail knowledge from the 
computers, but what about people's brains? The Klingon Dictionary says that the 
Klingons use English as lingua franca, but wouldn't it be logical for Federation 
personnel to learn the enemy language just in case they come across a native 
transmission and the computer is an strike? Most of us Trekkers could do hetter 
than the crew of the Enterprise, and we won't be using books which look as if they 
had been printed in the 19th century. If they don't have a linguist on board, why 
doesn't Uhura, as Communications Officer, speak the language? Spock has been in 
negotiations with them for months, and didn't deign to learn the language? The 
result is a supposedly funny scene which irritated me every time I saw it. 





Surprise, surprise - Spock doesn't fall in love. Then why did Meyer quote 
"Tristan", with the shared cup in Spock's quarters? I know the circumstances are 
completely different from when Tristan and Isolde share the love potion, but the 
symbol of the shared cup leaped to my mind instantly. Maybe I am seeing ghosts, 
but Meyer has this tendency to play around with literary associations. 


To Kathleen Glancy - by now we all know that you disiike James T Kirk. Could 
you please now drop the subject; it is becoming tedious. Furthermore, I see no 
reason for you to speak with derision about Janet's predilection for h/c zines. 

First of all, this is a matter of personal taste; second, the h/c theme is inherent 
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to several, if not most, original episodes. 


To Michelle Drayton - yes, I read the article by Melinda Snodgrass too. While 
I agree with you that the language she used was definitely too rude, I found her 
article refreshingly open and direct. But then, I prefer “Kirk and his mob" 
("mob"???) for exactly the same reasons. 


To Sheila Clark - agreed on Kirk's strange behaviour in ST VI. Racism isn't a 
virus you suddenly catch, it's a personality trait and a very primitive one at 
that. Kirk may never have liked the Klingons, but he had always respected them as 
opponents. There is a big difference between "Klingon bastards" and "They are 
animals". 


The music reminded me very much of the Russian composers, especially at the 
beginning, which sounded a bit like Boris Godunow. Incidentally, Chancellor Gorkon 
looked somewhat like Nicolai Ghiaurov singing the part of Boris, so he instantly 
had my sympathy. On the other hand, I sorely missed the Courage fanfare... 


Brenda Allen - Dawson Creek, British Columbia, Canada 

Greetings to all in IDIC land! What a newsletter! I've only received and 
read N/L 20 & 21, but already I'm hooked! I can't wait for the next issue! Keep 
up the good work!! 





To Michelle Drayton - yes, I did read the article in the December issue of 
OMNI, and I was... stunned! Ms Snodgrass seems to prefer “James T Kirk... punching 
the bad guy and violating the Prime Directive about twice a show... " over what? 
The level-headed, diplomatic-minded Jean-Luc Picard, who views a situation from all 
angles before taking action, ultimately aiming for a solution which avoids 
conflict? I think Ms Snodgrass has a big problem with Star Trek, which may be why 
she is a former Star Trek executive consultant! 


Here's some news I heard at the Star Trek Convention in Edmonton, Alberta, 

Canada on March 28/29: 
’ 1) Paramount expressed doubts of ever creating a movie with both original and 

TNG crews. 

2) If ST:DS9 does not do well in its first season, TNG may be signed on for a 
7th season, but no more. 

3) Paramount does not want to start making TNG movies until they quit making 
TNG episodes. 

4) Paramount does not want to start making TNG movies until they quit making 
Classic Trek movies. 

Conclusion - if we want to see TNG in theatres soon, we'll have to accept ST 
VI as the last original cast movie, let TNG quit after its 6th season, and hope 
ST:DS9 makes a go of it! Any questions? 


Sara Jackson - Leeds 

To Gaile Wood - (N/L 20) The Sheffield Space Centre's mail order list 28 has a 
good selection of uniform patterns from both ST and TNG, including Deanna Troi's 
costume. I suggest you write to them at 33 The Wicker, Sheffield S3 8HS or phone 
(0742) 758905 for further details. I find SSC extremely helpful and their 
processing of orders is like greased lightning. 





Re N/L 21 - To Shirley Maiewski - the National Enquirer a rag? All I can say 
is - give that woman a medal! I whole-heartedly agree with you. I wouldn't even 
soil my hands picking it up! 


To Eddie Yau - firstly regarding the 'downgrading' of Riker from Captain after 
his field commission in Best of Both Worlds. Riker took command of the Enterprise 
under the assumption that Picard was a casualty of war and was unlikely to return. 
Obviously Riker could not remain Captain when Picard returned and had already made 
it quite clear that he did not want to accept the captaincy of any other vessel at 
that time. It was probably a voluntary demotion rather than a forced one. 
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Secondly, regarding your article Kirk or Picard, all I can say is, shame, 
shame, Mr. Yau. We were a shade anti-Picard, weren't we? And to modify a TNG 
scene with the original crew! As any writer knows, a scenario involving four 
individuals is bound to have greater impact than with just two. All my instincts 
keep telling me to get my teeth into this debate, but I refuse to do the one thing 
I vowed I'd never do - compare ST with TNG. So I'll satisfy myself by saying that 
the one person I'd like in charge of the Enterprise in such a scenario would be 
myself so I could coin a phrase from Commander Riker and say "LET'S GET THE HELL 
OUT OF HERE!!" 


Martin P Helsdon - Chelsmford, Essex 

A few newsletters ago there was a discussion relating to apparent sexism in 
Classic Star Trek. I wonder if it might be more interesting to view this, not as a 
product of the era when the episodes were made, but when the stories were set. 
Perhaps attitudes changed between now and the beginning of the Star Trek milieu - 
the pattern of nuclear war and resulting chaos of the 21st century might well have 
heralded a new period of paternalistic society. Even in the ST universe history 
doesn't roll forward without setbacks. In The Cage Captain Pike feels 
uncomfortable having women on the bridge, though by Kirk's time female bridge 
officers are obviously not unusual - however, Turnabout Intruder suggests that a 
woman Captain was unlikely. By the time of NCC-1701 C and D, full equality has 
again been achieved. 


Deep Space 9 sounds intriguing. It may be a departure from the basic format, 
but it will allow stories to be set in very different corners of the universe 
without having to resort to incredible engine capabilities or accidents. The 
wormhole may well offer its own contribution to the drama - "Commander, we've got 
to get back, the wormhole's showing signs of collapse at this end. If we don't 
jeave soon we'll be stranded a miiiion iight years from home!" 


Re the Wesley Crusher debate ~ could it be that as TNG has progressed the 
character has matured? Perhaps we were supposed to find him irritating at the 
beginning. 


Edward Woo - Red City, Merseyside 

To Sue Embury - your comments about Worf seen quite correct. He does spend 
most of his time in the background unless he gets an episode devoted to Klingon 
culture. Worf being big and strong does make a good security chief and he has had 
time to develop it over the seasons, whereas Tasha Yar only had one season to 
develop her role. I believe if Tasha was still there she would be listened to more 
than Worf - as he is Klingon, I think the Enterprise crew thinks he takes a 
too-aggressive position with aliens, and so don't always listen to him. 


Deanna Troi and her empathic abilities do cause story problems. However, 
being half Betazoid, she does not have to detect every feeling of an alien. Surely 
some species she can feel and others she can't, and this opens the door for more 
Human stories. I believe she does have command abilities as she listens to people 
and suggestions just lke ricard pefore making the best choice. 


To Matthew Conway - the times when Troi is in command, it is her Human 
awareness and the need to survive that I believe saved the ship, rather than Ensign 
Ro's desire to separate the ship (Disaster). O'Brien is a good officer and 
recognised that Troi was the senior officer; he did not insist on taking command 
but was ready to advise her. 


To Fiona McOran-Campbell - I can't see Wesley becoming the Captain of the 
Enterprise-E, though he could be a crew member. There are other Captains just as 
capable - just because he has served aboard the Enterprise he's not automatic first 


choice. And who says Wesley Crusher will achieve the rank of Captain? It's just 
too far in the future to predict. 


To John Marshallsay - I remember in one ST episode Kirk does say "Scotty, beam 
me up" but I can't remember which one. Anyone know? 
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To Mark Rigg - you remember that Daystrom's M-5 experiments did not work 
because it used Daystrom's own engrams. Even with Spock's I still don't think it 
would work because he's half Human. Any Human would be flawed by emotions, so 
using engrams would never work. 


To Helena Luckhurst - I'd like to think that the technology of ST will exist 
in the centuries to come, but not necessarily in the 24th. In many major SF films 
it is suggested that there would be a space station orbiting the Earth and a 
permanent base on the Moon by the end of the 20th century. We are well behind that 
time scale! Getting funds is very difficult, particularly with all the problems on 
Earth today. 


To Nina Lynch - I do agree with you; why can't we have some debate, 
confrontation or anger between TNG personnel? The nearest we have had was in 
Penpals, when the senior staff meeting had some differing points of view concerning 
Data's friend. The anger in Sarek was caused by the Ambassador himself. 


To Bev Ambrose - I don't like the idea of families on the Enterprise, but 
since she is an exploratory ship it makes sense to have the family along as such a 
mission would last many years - too long for parents and children to be separated. 


To D McLeod - every Galaxy Class ship would have a Counselor. Dr. Crusher is 
in the chain of command, with equal rank to Riker; however, the only promotion 
prospects for the Doctor is off ship, as CMO is the highest rank aboard ship. 


To Gillian Walton - Starfleet uniform colours. Command/Admiralty - white; 
cadet - red; medical - green; comms, ops, engineering - gold; sciences - grey/blue 


Aan Peters - Kidderminster 

DS9 sounds as if it could be interesting, but I think I would have preferred a 
little break between TNG and another Trek-based series. There is such a thing as 
overkill. And I wonder if the blob of jelly is going to be anything like the 
pleasure gelf we saw in Red Dwarf. Incidentally, I read somewhere that an American 
version of Red Dwarf is under consideration. How parochial! Why can't they simply 
air the British version? I guess the Americans haven't quite absorbed the concept 
of IDIC yet - if it's not American, it's no good. 


To Eddie Yau - I was very surprised that you concluded Kirk would be the 
better Captain to save the Earth from hostile aliens. Surely, on the basis of TV 
episodes, you would have to choose Picard, because he has actually done so - twice. 
He zapped the mother creature in Conspiracy and he sussed out how to deactivate the 
Borg in Best of Both Worlds IJ. What more could you ask! And as for who would 
make the better Captain generally, perhaps you should consider the mortality rate 
of security officers in both series... 


To Christine Snow - Interesting idea of yours that TNG only SEEMS to be 
getting better because we get to know the characters as we see more and more 
episodes. To test this, you would need to show the seasons in a different order to 
some people and see if their perception is any different. For the record, I saw 
half of season 3 before I saw seasons 1 and 2, and I still think 3 is better. 
However, I did enjoy many season 1 episodes, so maybe that was because I already 
knew the characters from viewing season 3, as your theory suggests. Unlike some 
people, I don't perceive subsequent seasons as improving over season 3; all seasons 
have some very good episodes, but the third season has more of them. Lighting and 
camera angles can't rescue a bad script, but they can enhance a good one, and I 
think that's what happened in season 3. 


To Edward Woo ~- Many thanks for the door explanation; now here's another 
little problem for you. The turbolifts only appear to have one pair of doors when 
they open, yet one pair stays put while another accompanies the lift capsule 
itself. How is this achieved? Or is it just that my eyes need testing! 
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Rick Prestien - Dallas, Texas 

To Pam Baddeley, D McLeod and Edwin Yau - all of you posed a question in N/L 
21 that concerns the traditions, command structure or promotion regulations of 
Starfleet. 1 believe all these questions can be answered and understood if we 
assume that the military side of Starficet Command has been modelled after today's 
US armed forces. Furthermore, I believe that this is a reasonable assumption in 
light of the fact that ST:TNG is written and produced here. If you accept that 
premise, the answers fall into place. 





Pam Baddeley - "Mister" as a form of address and "Yes, sir" as a form of 
response are in use today in the US armed forces regardless of the gender of the 
officer in spite of the fact that a large percentage of those Forces are women. I 
suspect you may be correct in saying it dates from a time when only men served, and 
simply has not changed. However, I think women have always served in the US armed 
forces, not only as nurses but also in administration, and some of them have been 
officers. Have we a military historian out there who can tell us for sure? 


D McLeod ~ I believe Dr. Crusher is a Commander. However, all uniformed 
military services divide their officers into ‘line officers' and 'staff officers'. 
The former train for and have experience in actually fighting battles. They are 
trained in what might be called the ‘business’ end of the military, and include 
engineering and intelligence. Staff officers are specialists whose job is to 
support and assist the line officers; staff functions include medical, legal, 
counselling etc. Only line officers are in the chain of command, and it is always 
the duty of staff to serve line, even if the top line officer is of a lower rank 
than the top staff officer, unless the rank of the line officer in command drops 
low enough beneath the rank of the top staff officer; that staff officer may, upon 
his own judgement, assume a line position and declare himself to be officer in 
command. This happened in the TNG episode Disaster. With only O'Brien, Troi and 
Ensign Ro on the bridge, Ro (a line officer) correctly assumed command but O'Brien 


argued that Troi (a staff Lieutenant Commander) should assume command instead - 
which she did. 


Edwin Yau - Your question concerns The Best of Both Worlds in which Riker is 
given a field promotion to Captain, and yet he appears as a Commander again in the 
rest of the season. In the US armed forces, a field promotion is temporary unless 
later made permanent by a qualified Board of Review and Promotion. However, such 
field promotions usually are made permanent by tradition, so this is not a totally 
satisfactory explanation. Another explanation is that Riker voluntarily demoted 
himself, given the resolution of the story. He nas been offered promotion before 
and always turned it down because it would mean leaving the Enterprise. 


Jackie Marshall - Sheringham, Norfolk 

On the proposed movie, as detailed by the media, in which Kirk & Co end up in 
the future assisting Picard & Co to destroy some evil aliens... what a good 
opportunity to combine two successful film series - Alien 4/Star Trek VII! More 
seriously - if one can be serious about 2 rumour - it sounds like a lousy idea to 
me. Two Starships and a dozen characters in search of a plot! I prefer my 
generations separate, but if someone is dead set on the idea of mixing them, it 
would make life much easier if just one or two TNG characters fell through a handy 
wormhole in space/time and hence to a meeting with Kirk & Co. 





To Marion Pritchard - as a fellow teacher, I sympathise with your predicament! 
We might get long holidays (although the last time I subtracted from them the 
amount of unpaid overtime I work beyond a 40-hour week, I think I was left with 
just a fortnight) but we can't pick when to have them, and if conventions or 


whatever choose to start on a Friday afternoon, there's not a lot we can do about 
it! 


To Edwin Yau - your article on Kirk/Picard made interesting reading but I 
would challenge some of the conclusions you draw about Picard. Firstly, in Who 
Watches the Watchers, Riker and Troi were sent to Mintaka to find the missing 
scientist as soon as they'd been given an appropriate disguise. It wasn't Picard's 
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place to beam down, so I don't quite get the point of your argument here. Nor can 
I agree that Picard has less responsibility than Kirk. Yes, he delegates more - he 
can't do everything himself - but he has ultimate responsibility for the actions 
taken by a far larger crew than Kirk's. I would say he has more responsibility 
than less. "By the time he decides on an action, it may be too late". When is it 
‘too late’? My impression of Picard is that he makes decisions within whatever 

time is available to him - the more time he has, the more leeway for reflection he 
has. He does pause sometimes before giving an order, true, but I see this as an 
indication that he's putting some thought into what he's abcut to do, rather than 
saying the first thing that comes into his mind. I don't find this boring; I find 

it reassuring! I would also have to say that I found plenty of drama and tension 
in Redemption, as did the people I shared it with. The fact that McCoy would have 
objected more volubly to the decision to abandon a crewmember to his fate would not 
necessarily make the scene more dramatic. The quiet, measured nature of the 
decision Picard takes, and Riker's questioning of it, hold their own tension. 


As for the scenario you envisage in which both Captains find a batch of 
‘Alien’ eggs - I can't imagine either of them letting the whole lot hatch out, much 
less letting them rampage all over the ship! I would agree that Picard would try 
to communicate with the Alien, and be more likely than Kirk to want to stun rather 
than kill it, but he wouldn't expect his crew to risk their lives to do so and if 
it couldn't be stopped by peaceful means and was proving that hostile, he would 
order its destruction. I didn't notice him attempting to have a nice chat with the 
alien parasite controlling Remmick! 


You say Picard's "battle techniques... leave a lot to be desired". Picard is 
quite capable of taking devastating military action when necessary - witness the 
destruction of the Ferengi ship at the battle of Maxia. True, we haven't exactly 
ben inundated with stories which showcase his military ability, fighting being 
considered a final option - but The Defector and Ensign Ro show that he's a tricksy 
opponent to try to out-think. Picard is not a Hamlet figure, dithering over what 
te do until he loses "the name of action". I don't doubt Kirk's ability to save 
the Earth, but please don't write off Picard! 


Paul Hulford - Camberley 

I too was disappointed after reading the negative article by Melinda Snodgrass 
in OMNI, especially as she has contributed so much to the Trek universe. Not only 
did she write the now legendary Measure of a Man episode, but she went on to raise 
the standard of the show in general by becoming executive script consultant - a 
feat she described in Stariog 147 as being "a Cinderella story to end all Hollywond 
Cinderella stories." It is hard to believe this is the same Melinda Snodgrass. I 
do not own that particular issue of OMNI, and only got to read it once, but Ms 
Snodgrass did not mince words. I believe she left TNG because she was not being 
allowed to write the stories she wanted to, but had to write them as she was told 
to. Perhaps she feels a little bitter about the experience, and that was reflected 


in the article. In years to come she may look back on TNG and realise she made a 
positive contribution to it. I hope so. 


To Jackie Marshall - the headmaster at my school could name all 900 pupils by 
sight, but when you think about it, that's fairly easy. We all associate several 
names with William Shatner's face - surely one name to one face is even easier. 
Just think of all the actors and pop stars you could recognise by sight, all your 
old school teachers, your relatives. The capacity of an average brain must be in 
the thousands; therefore it is feasible that Picard knows his entire crew. 

I think the argument over Wesley being Picard's son should be resolved by 
nature. If Wil Wheaton starts going bald before his time, then someone may find it 
too irresistible not to write a script. 


Finally, a brief tale from the Twilight Zone. My local W H Smith has 
unwittingly placed William Shatner's novel next to one written by Christopher 
Pike... 
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Nina Lynch - Hull 

To Derek Clark - re Hunted. Although I'm not known for my love of TNG, I like 
The Hunted - well, at least the bit where he's going down the Jeffries Tube. The 
ones on the first Enterprise seem like Smarties tubes in comparison. 


Fiona McOran-Campbell - re Wesley. I was quite impressed with Wesley in Final 
Mission. He seemed to have matured suddenly - perhaps the thought of going to the 
Academy had made him realise he wouldn't be the 'boy genius’ any more. I was 
wrong! He comes back in The Game and guess what. He saves the ship. How unusual. 
How boring! [Sheila - Wait HU you see First Duty!] 


To Marysia Kolodziej] - re Admirals. I hate to contradict you about there 
being no good-looking Admirals, but what about Jameson (Too Short a Season), after 
the drugs had begun to work and he was young? When he spun in his chair to face 
Picard my thought was Ah! Perhaps I could like TNG! but he died. In my opinion, 
Jameson was too young to die! I have a lovely signed photo of Clayton Rohner, 
thanks to Richard Arnold. (Has he got his job back yet?) 


To Lorna Elliott - re ‘geriatric’. I, like you, am annoyed about the way the 
cast is treated in this verbal abuse. I know that may be a little strong, but that 
is what it amounts to. Besides, there is no age discrimination in 23/24th 
centuries so the people who write these articles are talking out of turn. Another 
phrase that gets my goat is "Baldly going". Oh, that really riles me! Anyway, 
Patrick Stewart isn't bald. Telly Savalas, Yul Bryner and Duncan Goodhew are bald. 
Picard is even seen having a haircut in one episode (no jokes about 'which one'!) 


For someone who's not too fond of TNG all my comments seem to be that way 
inclined, but I would also like to add these few points. Will the TNG writers pull 
their pens out and let Worf have a really good fight! Not a quick punch, arm grab 


or even fight in the holodeck; no, I mean a good 10-rounder. Or perhaps he's 
scared he'll mess his hair up now he's grown it! 


The debate on Troi and Guinan. Wasn't it Boyce who said, "A man will tell his 
bartender things that he won't tell his doctor"? 


One final thing, and it's Classic Trek. Did they try to save some money on 
costumes in the films? Because Ilia's dress on TMP (when she's been taken over) 
seems to reappear on Saavik, TWOK, when she is in the lift with Kirk, and in TSFS 
on one of the doctors on the science station. It may appear again. Who knows? 


Euan Lees ~ Glasgow 

First. of all, a hearty greeting to all members of what must surely be one of 
the most intelligent and discerning groups of people around. I say this not just 
because of the obvious good taste of Trek devotees, but also because of the high 
standard of comment and debate evident in the Postbag section of each newsletter. 


This section is the best part of an excellent newsletter, a tribute to members and 
editors. 


Personally, I quite like the sound of Deep Space 9, although I imagine it will 
probably be harder for writers to maintain interest in the life of a stationary 
outpost than that of a Starship, which is constantly moving and encountering new 
things. DS9 may also answer Kirstie Jordan's question in N/L 20 about short/fat/ 
less than beautiful people, since a deep space research station would be manned by 
a different type of person from the upwardly-mobile, military-trained crew of the 
two Enterprises. They wouldn't necessarily be outcasts or misfits, but would be 
career-driven, preferring research or just seeking greater solitude. We might see 
more in the way of interpersonal disputes and the like - the harmony between the 
TNG principals is one thing I do find unrealistic, compared to the original crew 


with its teasing and occasional full-blown arguments, and the greater camaraderie 
that arose from these. 


Re the Crusher/Pulaski debate. As a seasoned observer of the doctor species 
(both my parents are doctors, and it's surprising how many characteristics they and 
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their friends share with the three Enterprise doctors) I would say that Pulaski 

does seem to be the more technically accomplished, and if I was facing a 

complicated operation, I would probably choose her over McCoy or Crusher. Having 
said that, I will now risk the wrath of Ann Peters and say that for a long period 

of convalescence I can think of no-one I would rather have nursing me back to 
health than Beverly Crusher. Her bedside manner is more sympathetic than that of 
the other two, but in any case a smile or two from her could probably cure me more 
swiftly than most medicinal treatments. 


To Ann Peters - I hope you read the above in the light-hearted spirit in which 
it was intended. You could not have made the comment "men want women to be 
shallow" without looking to invite dispute, so consider it disputed. As a 
reasonably intelligent male (I'm going to Oxford University to study Engineering, 
though I'm not quite Wesley Crusher) I would argue vehemently against your (I hope 
semi~joking) assertion that what every man wants is an air-headed bimbo. Dr 
Crusher, on the other hand, a lady with intelligence, a sense of humour (calm 
yourself, lad!) a son my age (hmmmmph)... Anyway, IDIC's postbag is neither large 
enough nor indeed an appropriate forum for a fully-fledged sexism debate. However, 
you can't expect us to take a comment like that lying down, especially after your 
letter in N/L 15 extolling the aesthetic properties of men in jumpsuits. If I can 
quote you from N/L 18 - "...wonderful body-hugging uniforms... don't they look 
magnificent... especially Data (sigh)". Yes, "(sigh)". I rest my case, and look 
forward to being taken apart in the next postbag. 


To David Cameron - you picked exactly the two quotes I would have chosen. 
Worf's “Extremely unfortunate - we will be dead" in Peak Performance is typical of 
the great lines he gets, all the more funny because of that magnificent Klingon 
dead-par delivery. The whole scene at the end of Deja Q, leading up to Q's "You 
veren't like that before the beard" had me rolling off my seat. The other great 
exchange in this scene is - 

Q - I'm immortal again! Omnipotent again! 

Riker (clearly less than delighted) Swell. 


One query to any reader - I do find the idea of K/S and "slash" fiction 
slightly disturbing, but if anyone can suggest well-written and thoughtful examples 
cf it I would be prepared to read them with an open mind. 





Pam Baddeley - Farnborough 

To Sue Embury - having seen Disaster, I can say it's an excellent edge of the 
seat episode. Deanna 1s at a disadvantage by having no hard science background, 
but I think they made her a bit clueless at one point - even I could work out that 
a breach in the antimatter containment field would cause the ship to blow up! They 
could have got that info across by having her say, "You mean the ship will 
explode!" rather than "What will happen?" But she certainly asserts herself well 
against a pushy ensign trying to get her to write off the rest of the crew. 


To Gaile Wood - I don't think it's really a case of Cohen believing there's no 
need to have someone to deal with ST fan mail. Richard Arnold acted as Gene's 
go-between in disputes about merchandise and novels of which Gene did not approve 
and, reading between various lines, I think Cohen took a personal dislike to 
Richard because of this; therefore he got rid of him at the first opportunity. 
Richard said at SOL III that he had been re-hired but as a part-time consultant 
rather than in his original capacity. 


To Matthew Conway - I think Dr. Crusher has been getting better by leaps and 
bounds since her return and in the fourth and fifth season episodes which I saw at 
SOL III, has become a highly effective and level headed coctor. 


To Lyn Johnstone re Riker's chat-up lines - Vash turns them neatly against him 
in Qpid. You should enjoy it. He's still ‘getting the girls' in other episodes I 
saw at SOL THI though he has the tables turned on him at the end of Conundrum - his 
face is a picture! 
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To Eddie Yau ~ I don't agree with your view that ‘seeing Troi in physical 
combat would be too off-putting’ for a lot of men. Having seen her knee an 
assailant in the groin twice and then smack him over the head with a blunt 
instrument (in Violations) I think there are definite possibilities! I also don't 
think that the huge cheer and round of applause from the audience at SOL III was 
only from the female members. 


To Liz Caldwell - I think we have to be completely open-minded about DS9. At 
the moment a lot of changes are being made - for instance, the alien who can't cope 
with Earth-type gravity so is in a kind of 'wheelchair’ has been dropped as US fan 
reaction was that it was a negative view on disability. 


Re several people's views on ST VI. I agree with Janet Quarton's reservations 
about the militaristic view of the Enterprise/Starfleet and with Karen Sparks that 
the characters were really at odds with each other and ‘jarred’. Gillian Walton is 
correct also; Kirk's reaction really threw me, too. After all, Kirk was the one 
making overtures of peace to them in Day of the Dove, as she says. And as Sheila 
Clark pointed out, he didn't know David. Roger Buck is also spot on when he says 
that Kirk just isn't the series character; I've felt that way since ST:TMP and this 
is why I've never accepted the films as 'real' Trek. They're OK as entertainment, 
but that's as far as it goes. I agree also with Jillian Webster that Valeris 
seemed too emotional, for example where she shoots a pan in the kitchen, which was 
OTT. And Spock was unnecessarily violent. I agree with Linda Wood that it would 


have been more of a wringer if Saavik had been a conspirator but Gene apparently 
vetoed this. 


Your Questions 


Lisa Dearnley-Davison - Everyone who is donating stamps would like to know exactly 
how they are used. They know the stamps are weighed but for what reason and by 


whom? They haven't got a clue. Please would it be possible to enlighten our avid 
stamp collectors?! 


We collect the used stamps on behalf of the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 
Ideally the stamps should be trimmed Jeaving about 1/4" round the stamp. We try to 
arrange for the untrimmed ones that come in to be trimmed. Once we collect quite a 
Jot we take them along to the GDA. They weigh them and sell them by weight as 
kilo-ware - they get £3.50 per kilo for them — dealers and collectors who will go 
through the stamps looking for what they collect and no doubt sell them on again. 
Many may be made up into packets to be sold to budding collectors. We are not 
stamp collectors ourselves but we believe that kilo-ware is worth more if it is 
sorted into definitives, commemoratives and foreign stamps. Since the stamps are 
sold by weight it is important to leave a border of Paper around the stamp and not 
to remove the stamp from the paper. Trimming too close and removing the stamp 
could damage it and make it worthless. 


Colin Mackay: Do submissions on disk have to comform to a certain format and can 
you accept artwork on disk? 


We use BBC Master computers and we have a programme which can convert CP/M, 
MS-DOS and PC-DOS files to work on our BBC Master computer. We know the program 
will read files from PCs, Amstrad WPCs or PCs, PC compatibles, any computer with PC 
DOS and Atari STs. We have twin double-sided 40/80 track 5.25" drives, a single 
double-sided 80 track 3.5" drive and a single sided 40 track 3" drive. Files must 
be plain ASCII text files, justified left and saved direct to the disc. Don't save 

the files into directories. With submissions for the N/L please send the disc and 

a hardcopy to Janet. With submissions for zines send hard copy to Sheila or 

Valerie (saying you have a copy on disc) and once you hear it has been accepted 
send the disc to Janet. We cannot accept artwork on disc at the moment. There 
would not be much point really as we use a wordprocessor rather than a publishing 


Programme. It is printed copies of artwork that we use; we can work from good 
quality photocopies. 
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Important: when using a PC or PC compatible please do not format discs above 720K 
(720,000 bytes) or we can't read them. If your computer can't format below 1MB I 
believe you can buy hard sectored discs already formatted at 720K and you computer 
should be able to read and wwrite to these. 


Paul Vineall who lives in Royston, Herts would like to know if there are any Star 
Trek groups in his area. 


Andrew Bache would like to know where he can get a Star Trek uniform. 
Stephen Shaw - why is Chery! McFadden referred to as "Gates" in TNG credits? 
Ms McFadden changed her name to 'Gates' when she got the part of Dr. Crusher. 


Mairi Alexander - Could anyone tell me where I can get hold of some ST writing 
paper? 


You live in Glasgow, Mairi. If you go to an Away Team meeting you'll find some on 
sale there. There is sometimes some on sale at cons. Many people who use ST 
paper, however, either make their own or know someone who does. 


Paul Lazarus - I have all of the ST movies on video, but like many other fans have 
seen the new boxed set of wide-screen ST movies. I have three questions. i) What 
is the difference between wide-screen and normal? ii) Do you need a special 
TV/video? If not, how do they look on a normal TV? iii) Is it really worth approx 
£50 to buy this boxed set? Can someone heip before I'm tempted to splash out! 


The wide-screen movies play on a normal TV. They appear as a 'window' with a dark 
band top and bottom of the screen, so you are getting a picture that Is wider but 
narrower than normal. If you've watched made for cinema movies subsequently shown 
cn TV, the opening credits are often shown using this kind of window. Are they 
worth getting? Depends on whether you want the full width of the picture. On the 
videos that were originally put out, you lose what is happening at the sides of the 
screen - in total, roughly half the picture. And since the box comes with the 25th 
anniversary special, which was badly cut by the BBC, you're actually getting 6 

tapes for your £50 - and that's good value. 


5th SEASON SPOILER ALERT 





Russell Witheyman - Crawley, West Sussex 

I've just seen Unification 1 & 2 and I thought it was a slight disappointment. 
It was great to see Leonard Nimoy, sure, but the story really didn't add up to 
much. I thought the scene with Sarek was excellent, though it's a pity Sarek dies 
as this is probably the last time we'll ever see him, unless they make ST:VII with 
him in it. I also liked the scene with Picard and Spock when Spock says, "In your 
own way you are as stubborn as another Captain of the Enterprise I once knew." 
Great stuff! So what has happened to Kirk in the future? Spock said 'knew' - past 
tense - so is Kirk dead or has Spock lost contact? We will probably never find out 
as William Shatner doesn't want to appear. Pity. Unification is a good episode 
but I thought it could've been better. The end was also great, where Spock mind 
melds with Picard to share Sarek's thoughts. Spock displays some emotion in this 
scene and I thought they ended the episode on a good note; Spock stays on Romulus 
at the end, so I hope we will see more of Spock in a future episode. Unification 


is well worth seeing if just for Leonard Nimoy alone; but please don't expect an 
explosive story. 
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SOL III GUEST TALKS 2/5/92 - 4/5/92 


reported by Helen White 


RICHARD ARNOLD'S TALK (SATURDAY) 


As usual, Richard's session began with slides, this time of season five. The 
first episode is, of course, Redemption part II; he asked us whether we understood 
the explanation of Sela's (Denise Crosby) existence. Most people indicated that 
they did; "You're brighter than the American fans!" Richard said that Barbara 
March and Gwynyth Walsh, who played Lursa and B'Etor, received stacks of fan mail, 


which is very unusual following 'just' a guest appearance. One of them even got a 
proposal! 


Darmok was the next slide; this was the first episode in which Patrick wore 
his new outfit (the grey-blue top and burgundy suede jacket). This outfit was made 
for him after he'd been to the Two Captains con in New York in February 1991; he 
was on stage with Bill Shatner, and they were pretending to try and get at each 
other. A member of the audience asked Patrick whether he'd designed Picard's 
sleepwear; yes, said Patrick, he'd designed the jim-jams. 

"Jim-jams?" asked Bill. "Yes," agreed Patrick. 

"Well," said Bill. "There's one difference between us." 

"You mean the way we say things?" 

"No," said Bill. "Kirk wouldn't wear pyjamas!" 


At the same convention, Patrick discovered that Bill had had more than one 
uniform to wear; he decided that he wanted the same option, so he helped design the 
aforementioned suede jacket set. Each jacket of the type costs $3000.00 (!) and 
Richard told us that Wardrobe weren't overjoyed when the first thing Patrick did in 
it, while filming Darmok, was to 'lay down in the dirt’! 


Next came Ensign Ro, who, incidentally, is very likely to transfer to Deep 
Space Nine. 


The episode following this is Silicon Avatar, in which a colonist names Carmen 
falls for Riker; "Big mistake," said Richard. He said that Riker is now suffering 
from 'Bonanza syndrome’: i.e., fall in love with Riker and you're dead within the 
hour! 

Richard also told us that Gene didn't like the ending of this episode, 


because the bridge crew didn't even try to stop what happened. (I'm not giving the 
ending away, don't worry!) 


Also concerning this episode; while filming, Riker and Data are running away, 
and Riker hands Data a child in mid-run. While Data, of course, would have no 
problem with that, Brent has a bad back, and in turning to take the child, he 
wrenched said back, and was in agony for a fortnight (ow!) 


Fifth episode is Disaster, in which Troi's rank is firmly established as 
Lieutenant Commander, thus pleasing Marina, who wanted it made clear. 


Following that is The Game, which is a Wesley episode; he "falls in interest 
with" Robin Leffler, and saves the ship again! Apparently, this episode was a 
salute to Invasion of the Bodysnatchers. 


Next up was Unification. Richard explained that part two was shot first, 
owing to Leonard's schedule; he thinks that in strip syndication (eg on the BBC) 
part two may be shown before part one! 

The ratings for Unification were higher than normal, although part one ratings 
were greater than part two; possibly, said Richard, because Spock only appears in 
part one for about ten seconds, at the end. 


In part two, just after Data pinches Sela, you can see a soundman reflected in 
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an obelisk on her desk! This was spotted in post-production, but it would have 
been too complicated to remove, so it was left in. 


In New Ground, Alexander is back, now played by Brian Bonsall, who used to be 
in Family Ties. 


Hero Worship is another episode directed by Patrick. 


Violations is the series' first serious attempt at a rape story; incidentally, 
if you want to see Captain Picard with hair, this is the episode! To illustrate the 
series’ attention to detail: they used the same actor for Jack Crusher as they'd 
used before, even though this episode required only a 1.5 second shot of him. 


The next episode was The Masterpiece Society; Richard remembers this chiefly 
for the fact that it was during the filming of it that he went back to his office 
to find the locks changed. 


Regarding Conundrum, he said that the studio were sure that no one would 
notice the 'spare' character.... 


After the slide for Power Play was one for Ethics. Richard said that the team 
try and give each character two strong episodes per series; Ethics is a Worf one. 


Outcast marks another first; the topic of sexual difference is addressed. In 
the Jenorian society, made up of androgynous people, to have feelings for one 
particular sex is seen as an aberration; however, Riker falls in love with one such 
(female-type) person and she with him. "Riker gets 'it', not 'her'!" said Richard. 
To make things even more complicated, the Jenozian people don't have sex either - 
"Boring planet," said Richard! 


Next is Cause and Effect, which Richard said will "have fans on the ceiling", 
because the Enterprise gets destroyed at the end of every scene! The ship gets 
stuck in a time loop, and events keep repeating. This meant that each scene had to 
be repeated five times, and as they have to be done several times each anyway, for 
the different camera angles, this meant that some were done fifty times.... 


Kirstie Alley was originally going to be in this episode, but things didn't 
work out. 


First Duty is set at Starfleet Academy, and, yes, it's another Wes episode. A 
cadet has been killed, and the other four in the squadron (including Wes) are 
questioned by a board of inquiry, in which it appears that Wes is lying.... The 
episode was shot at a sewage treatment plant! 


Cost of Living is another Worf episode; he’s having problems with Alexander, 
and Troi is trying to help, when Lwaxana arrives. She takes Alexander into the 
holodeck, into an Olympian fantasy, where he meets a juggler, and sits in a mudbath 
watching a naked woman dancing around nearby! Deanna and Worf appear, looking for 
Alexander, and Lwaxana manages to persuade them both to join the bath! 


The Perfect Mate sounds like Elaan of Troyius, but isn't at all, said Richard. 
The Enterprise is delivering a gift from one planet to another, in an attempt to 
stop a war. The Ferengi become interested in the gift, who, it turns out, is to 
become a bride for the leader on the second planet. 


In Imaginary Friend, Guinan is back. A small girl whose father is never there 
invents herself a friend. Unfortunately, the friend becomes real and threatens to 
destroy the Enterprise! 


The episode was directed by Gabrille Beaumont, who is TNG's only female 
director to date. 


Next episode is I, Borg, in which the Enterprise encounters a crashed Borg 
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ship, and finds a single survivor. They beam it up and disable it, and try to find 
out about it. The story becomes a personal one for both Geordi and Guinan. 


In The Next Phase, the Enterprise comes to the aid of some Romulans - at this 
point, Guy, who was sitting listening, told Richard that he kept giving all the 
plots away, whereupon Richard asked us whether we wanted to know. We said we did, 
so Richard told us all to say, "Shut up, Guy", which we did! - The away team beam 
back aboard the Enterprise, only to find that no one there will register their 
existence. 


The last slide was the title page of Deep Space Nine, which looks rather 
attractive. The original title said, ‘Star Trek; Deep Space IX'; this provoked the 
question as to what ‘Deep space ix' was, so it was changed to 'Nine' instead! 


After the slides, we were shown the DS9 promo tape that we'd seen at the STVI 
premiere. 


Following that, it was time for a question and answer session. Richard was 
asked to tell us about the characters appearing in DS9. He said that nothing was 
definite yet; but the commander's wife was killed by Picard when he was acting as 
Locutus of Borg, and the commander therefore hates Picard. There is also a 
Security Chief shaped like 'a blob of jello', who can make himself into any shape 
he likes, along with a Ferengi running a bordello! They've only just started to 
cast the new roles. 


This time, the series is stuck in one place, viz. the Space Station, rather 
than moving around as with the various Enterprises, although, "If it doesn't work, 
it can get sucked into the wormhole!" said Guy. 


The next question referred to TNG films. Richard said that, in the last 
couple of weeks, the cast had been offered two more seasons of TNG and four films, 
spread over ten years, probably on a play or pay basis (i.e. even if not all of 
that is made, the cast still get paid.) Naturally, the cast will be wanting more 
money this time; when they were first hired, they were pretty well unknown, now 
they're all world-famous. 


Richard was then asked whether there'd be any interaction between TNG and DS9. 
He said that there would be a two hour premiere involving TNG, and that there would 
probably be interaction, but not on a weekly basis; for a start, the two will be 
filming simultaneously. Wil Wheaton may make regular or semi-regular appearances 


on DS9, and it now seems fairly certain that both Ensign Ro and the O'Briens will 
transfer. 


Incidentally, Michael Dorn now holds the record for being in heavy make-up 
relatively continuously, although he's got used to it, as has LeVar with the VISOR. 


The next person asked whether there'd be a strong Vulcan character in DS9. 
"Why?" asked Richard. He wanted to know why we all kept dragging up the past. We 
pointed out that we liked Vulcans, and he said that so does he, but he thinks there 
should be something different. 


Next question referred to the long-awaited (in some quarters) novel Probe, by 
Margaret Wander Bonanno. I'd better not tell you Richard's first comment, as this 
is a family n/], but if I tell you that he doesn't like the book at all, you can 
get the general idea. 


The story concerns the probe from STIV, and is her own version of what it 
was/is, "Not Gene's, not Leonard's," said Richard. Gene had turned down the 
manuscript several times, with it coming back to him one stage further on each 
time, despite various memos saying, no. After a total rewrite to Gene's 
specifications, the book has finally been published. There were eighty points that 
Gene had wanted changed.... And after all that, Ms Bonanno wanted her name taken 
off the book, even though it's in the top ten bestsellers on both sides of the US. 
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Richard had now run out of time, although he said he had more slides to show 
us later - see guest panel report. 


GUY VARDAMAN'S TALK (SUNDAY) 


Guy was slightly late for his talk, because he'd oversiept; the previous 
night's disco had kept him awake until 3 am.... 


He said he'd tell us about the last two episodes of the fifth season, that 
Richard hadn't mentioned, although he said that he wouldn't tell us the whole 
scripts like Richard did! 


The second last episode is called Inner Light, and Patrick's son makes his TV 
acting debut, playing Picard's son, and "I'm not telling you any more!" 


The last episode in the fifth season is called Time's Arrow, and it's yet 
another cliff hanger - and they haven't written part two yet! Guy told us that 
it's a Guinan and Data story; they meet Mark Twain, and, "I should tell you the 
ending, as you told me to shut up yesterday." 


After Time's Arrow they wrapped, and production on season six will begin in 
mid-July. 


Guy then said that he'd explain who he was, for people that didn't know! He 
also told us what he'd been up to since he was ‘laid off' (not fired!) by 
Paramount. He ctarted off dealing with fan mail, then helped out in the art 
Gepartment, assisting Mike Okuda. He said that he's like one of us would be if we 
were involved in the show (if only!) - rushing to do things. He enjoys it a lot. 


He then produced a tape of the Californian Star Trek Adventure and explained 
how it's made (this is the one in which people are pulled from the audience to act 
as Enterprise crew, Klingons, etc.) 


After that, he announced that he'd answer questions: 


"Any questions? No? Good, well, thank you very much. I'll just stand here and 
babble.” 


Someone asked him how his back was, and he said it was much better. He was in 
a bad car accident a couple of years ago, then he got spinal meningitis, and then 
he was in another car accident. He got loads of cards from England, which cheered 
him up a lot. He said that he had a big binful, and he'll "try and get around to 
answering them"! The TNG crew were also very supportive - he felt like part of the 
family. 


At this point, his breakfast arrived: “Oh, my tea is here, talk amongst 
yourselves." He then suggested that we watch the ST Adventure tape, and the tech 
crew pointed out that it might help if they actually had the tape. While they were 
setting up, Guy drank his tea, and discussed the volume of last night's disco with 
the front rows of the audience. 


We then watched the video, which was pretty funny, although I think that the 
Florida one is better. After it finished, he asked whether we had any questions 
about it, which we didn't. 


"Do you want to hear about Star Trek?"! "No!" we said, gleefully. He asked 
us if we'd heard about an STVII with the original crew - the studio is now trying 
to do one more with said crew; they've got three or four scripts about, although 
thankfully the Star Fleet Academy one seems permanently to have bitten the dust. 

It also looks as though we'll get a season seven and eight of TNG, too, as well as 
ps9, and the budget on TNG now is already up to $1.5 to 2 million per episode - the 
highest TV budget around. Regarding the new TNG contracts, Guy said that he'll be 
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happy just to keep his job! 


He then talked a bit more about DS9, partly repeating some of what Richard had 
said earlier. He added that the commander would be a 'man of action', and that the 
series should be “new and refreshing", and he thinks that, although it won't be 
traditional Trek, it sounds good. The characters are all starting from scratch, 
whereas the 'old' characters were all created by Gene, and he had said what they 
were like; with the new ones, the writers can do as they like. 


They are still going for syndication, rather than working with a network, and 
they're hoping to ‘catch lightning in a bottle’ for a fourth time. They're going 
into pre-production in July/August. 


They probably won't accept fan-written scripts for the first year; they'll 
want to get the characters established first. 


TNG, hoever, is still accepting outside scripts; just send a 9" by 12" 
envelope to Paramount asking for a release form, or better still, get an agent to 
submit your script for you. If the legal niceties aren't attended to, Paramount 
will just turn the script down flat; they get so many, they aren't about to read 
any more than they must. 


The next person asked Guy whether he'd be working on DS9. He said that he's 
put in a bid to get into the TNG Art Department, so he expects he'll be staying 
there, but if a job comes up on DS9, he'll apply. They haven't got as far as 
assigning an art director, though, so there's no one to apply to yet! Herman 
Zimmerman is the production designer, and he's busy designing the space station. 
There's a lot of moving about between TNG and DS9, and a lot of people are doubling 
jobs; Rick Berman and Michael Piller, for instance. A lot of the writing staff, 
such as Ron Moore, are writing on both shows, too. It all tends to be kept ‘in the 
family'; even when Guy was sacked, he was found a job dealing with fan mail. 


The next query was whether George Takei would be appearing in TNG? Guy hoped 
so, but he didn't think it very likely. STVII, however, may be following Captain 
Sulu; Guy said that they could destroy the Excelsior and make Sulu captain of the 
Enterprise B! 


Would Leonard be appearing in DS9? asked the next person. Quite possibly, 
said Guy, as he is friendly with Rick Berman, and Adam Nimoy (his son) has been at 
every production meeting of the second half of fifth season TNG. Also, Spock is 
still on Romulus, so it's quite possible from that point of view, too. 


Following that, someone asked whether he knew of any guests that would be 
appearing on DS9, such as Robin Williams. Guy said that Robin had been going to 
play Rasmussen (in A Matter of Time) - he's a big ST fan - but he was too busy, 
although he's hoping to come in another time. 


He didn't know whether we'll see Guinan on DS9, but she's certainly staying 
with TNG. She's another person who asked to be on Trek; she already knew LeVar, so 
when the first season was on, she asked him to put a word in for her, which he did. 
The studio refused to believe that she really wanted a job until she turned up 
during season two, and said, “Where's my job?"! She's very busy on feature films 
etc, so she can only do TNG from time to time, but she greatly enjoys doing it. 


The next person said that TV Zone had mentioned the studio filming a Q episode 
and then scrapping it - they later pointed out that they'd actually said that the 
script had been scrapped, which is correct - and Guy said that the studio would 
never do that because of the costs involved; if they got as far as filming a dud, 
they'd still show it. Duelling Qs, later called IQ Test, was way over the top, 
apparently, and no one liked it. It was going to be a sort of 'space olympics’. 

It was completely scrapped because it couldn't be rewritten in time; John de Lancie 
was only free for a certain time. 
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Certainly more Q episodes will be made, however, if good scripts show up. 


The next question stayed with Q; was there a conscious decision to make him 
less sadistic and more jolly? 


No, said Guy, he just evolved that way between John and the various directors; 
and after all, he's such a powerful character that there's not a lot new you can do 
with him. 


Next up was a question about Time's Arrow, and Guinan's origins. He said that 
the episode does reveal a bit more about her, but they're trying to keep Guinan 
enigmatic. 


He said that Jean Simmonds probably wouldn't be returning, although Jonathan 
wanted her to, and he said that she was a joy to work with. 


Guy said that Brent has huge pages of technical language to say, and has to 
say it as Data, so it's very complicated; also, Michael has to say similar things 
with his Klingon teeth in, and with his voice deepened, which is also very hard. 


At this point, Guy did a very good imitation of Worf, which had us ail rolling 
about. 


Someone then asked him about the American Red Dwarf pilot; he did some of the 
art work on it, with Mike Okuda. The only British episode they saw was Backwards, 
which probably wasn't terribly helpful, and Guy had to try and draw the entire ship 


from a sequence in which it flies by very slowly, with the screen covering about 
two square inches at a time. 


He's also done work on The Flash; Mike Okuda helped him with that, as well as 
doing his own work, because it was at this stage that Guy was involved in his 
second car accident. 


The next question was a 'silly' one; why does Jonathan Frakes walk as though 
one of his legs is shorter than the other? Guy doesn't know, but he thinks the way 
Jonathan moves may be connected with the fact that he doesn't have a piece of 
bridge furniture to use as a prop, and he has to do something other than just stand 
there, hence the leaning on things etc. Guy did suggest that he could try putting 
his foot on Data's console, on Data's head, etc.... 


The next question concerned Guy's and Jonathan's gain in weight since series 
one; Guy joked that Rick Berman tells Jonathan, "Lose weight or you're sacked!" 


How does Patrick manage with Americanisms, asked the next person, and has he 
‘contaminated’ the rest of the cast and crew? "No, I've always said 'shedule', not 
‘skedule'™, said Guy, to much laughter. Apparently Patrick's been trying to 
Anglicise Michael - the two of them make a lot of fun of each other; they pretend 
to attack each other, and Michael leans down over his bridge station and pats 
Patrick's head, for instance. One day, Patrick came on to the set, ran up onto his 
chair, onto the top of the chair, over the console and into Michael! It's been 
pretty well settled now as to which words Patrick has to speak in the American way 
and which he can "say how he likes". Guy says there are a few terms that no one 
has settled yet, such as kilometer - "Don't write and complain, we know!" 


The next questioner asked what it was like having one of the regular cast 
directing an episode. Guy said that it was a lot of fun - "like having a supply 
teacher; you don't do any work, just play games."! Well, not quite, but it is fun; 
they see things from the actors' point of view, and also know what each actor likes 
and dislikes. A lot of directors are very inflexible. Patrick and Jonathan have 
both been very successful at directing, and a lot of TNG assistant directors have 
gone on to direct (eg Les Landau), but it's very stressful for actor/directors; 
they not only have to act and direct on the episode, they have also to act on the 
next one while still editing on 'their' episode. This makes it very tough, 
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especially for Patrick, who usually has a five-day week anyway. It's also the 
reason that Brent probably won't be directing any episodes. 


Next was a question on what Gene felt about DS9. Guy said that they'd never 
discussed it; he'd heard that Gene knew of it and wasn't over keen on it, but on 
the other hand, he'd always said that he wanted someone to carry on with Star Trek, 
so in some respects, Guy felt that he'd approve and wish it well. DS9 isn't Gene's 
Trek, after all; it won't have the Enterprise in it. 


Would we find out any more pertaining to Guinan and Picard? wondered the next 
person. We'll find out a little more in I, Borg, and again in Time's Arrow, but 
probably not a whole lot until the series ends - "Write iti" 


“How's Data's back?" asked the last questioner. 


"Perfect," said Guy. "Positronic perfection."! He said that Brent's back was 


an altogether different thing; he's sympathetic to Guy's back, and tells him not to 
overdo things. 


That was the end of Guy's session; he said that he'd see us tomorrow. 


BARRIE INGHAM'S TALK (SUNDAY) 


This is a slightly edited version. 


Barrie played Danilo O'Dell in Up the Long Ladder; he also read for the part 
of Picard. He's a member of the Royal Shakespeare Company, and has acted in 
various programmes and feature films, including The Day of the Jackal, Dr Who and 
the Daleks, The Avengers, Dr Who, Randall and Hopkirk (deceased), Bergerac, and a 
great deal more. At the time of the con, he was appearing in Aspects of Love. 


Barrie came on to loud applause: 


"Thank you, goodbye!" and he turned to go away. The microphone was picking up 
the sound of his footsteps, and he wondered if it was a Klingon; he walked about 
the stage a bit to test his theory! 


"You've had a really boring business meeting and want cheering up? Goodbye!" 
and he pretended to go away again. By this time, of course, the entire audience 
was rolling in the aisles. 


One of the tech crew came on and moved the microphone stand down to the front 
of the stage, whereupon Barrie said that it was like acting with a Dalek! He then 
told us a joke; he started by using an Irishman as the 'thicky', but changed it to 
a Yorkshireman - he said that he and Patrick were both Yorkshiremen, so that made 
it all right. A Yokshireman went into a pizza restaurant for a take-away, and 
ordered a 10" pizza. The waitress asked whether he'd like it cut into four or 
eight pieces: “Four please, I couldn't manage eight." Oh dear.... 


He then put on a very posh voice: "I'm an actor, a posh actor; I work in the 
Royal Shakespeare Company." He then dropped the voice. "Pam told me to raise the 
tone; no, she said get on and be stupid!" 


By this time, I for one had reached the conclusion that Barrie is the best 
kind of mad, and the audience were having a great time. 


He told us that he and his family went to Hollywood some years ago, where he 
did various TV series. 


Patrick's an old friend, who is "now playing chief honcho, taking that ship 


God knows where." 


So far he's had a pretty good life; he enjoys acting most of all, and if he 
wasn't a professional, he'd still do it as an amateur, although, having said that, 
he pointed out that acting is a crazy profession, as you spend all your life being 
somebody else, not yourself, which would be infinitely boring! 


He thinks that there are very few series on TV that actually contribute any 
good to society and the world in general, and he said that he thinks sincerely ~ 
"as politicians say; no they don't, they say ‘to be honest' and never are." - that 
all Gene's ST is of great merit and is great art, because it contributes to society 
and how we should behave towards our fellow humans. He said that very few TV 
series preach this message; they're either full of surgeons shouting at each other, 
Eastenders shouting at each other, policemen shouting at each other, or sport, in 
which everybody is shouting at everybody else. He believes that what Gene gave was 
something of vision that has helped to formulate the ideas we live by - "I say that 
because you're all experts in the field of studying ST" - and lots of people ‘out 
there’ are influenced by it. 


He reckons that most of the Hollywood films we see have more of an effect than 
some people are willing to admit; regarding the riots in Los Angeles, he suggested 
that we cast our minds back to Terminator 2, in which the LA Police get shot. He 
thinks that what is done on screen has a tremendous impact on people's morals and 
lives. 


At this point he said that he'd like to ask us - "and it's not a missionary 
meeting" - whether we felt that ST has contributed something to today's society; 
naturally, there were a lot of people who did. He said that missionary work 
doesn't have to be done by the religions; and "it's your job to cherish what ST 
does for people and uphold the tenets. 


“Congratulations in being in such a club, and long may you flourish!" he said. 


He then said that, having buttered up the audience to make sure that we'd 
listen, how about some questions and answers? 


Pam told him to tell us about Trek, so he did. He said that his agent had 
told him to go and do a reading for Picard, and (imitates agent's very 'Noo Yoik' 
accent) "he's kind of French, you know." He therefore practised his 'European' 
accent - a producer had once toid him to read a part with a ‘European accent', and 
he'd asked what that was - French, Spanish, German, Norwegian? "Yes," said the 
producer. - and read for Picard with a French-type European accent. He got a 
call-back to read again, and then they gave it to Patrick who does Picard with an 
English accent. 

“He's a bad actor," said Barrie. "He can't do a French accent."! 
He said that he's allowed to say that because he and Patrick are good 
friends; they worked together in the RSC for twenty years. 


Later, he was called to read for Danilo, and thought, "Ah, non-European 
accent, lots of 'bejasus and bejabers'." He loosely based Danilo on Richard 
Harris! He said that he thought that he should have done an Irish accent for 
Picard.... 


During the filming of this episode, he said that he'd sang ‘Phil the Fluter's 
Ball' with Gene ~ who'd lived in Ireland - and the crew had filmed it; he would 
love a copy of it, but hadn't been able to get one. At this point, Pam got up and 
told him he had to get off the stage, as Richard (Arnold) had a story to tell us. 


The crew first saw the film of the singing in the next day's dailies, and then 
it turned up in the second season bloopers. The entire cast and crew were squished 
into a tiny room to watch them - Marina was sitting on Wil's lap - and there was a 
section in which it appeared that Troi and Picard were, um, rather involved. At 
this stage, Said Richard, Marina almost got slungshot to the ceiling, Wil was 
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laughing so much, Patrick and Marina took exception to this particular item, and 
the bloopers were destroyed, including (apparently) the only copy of Barrie and 
Gene singing. However, Richard had been told that Barrie dearly wanted a copy, so 
he'd been ferreting about at Paramount, found that the negatives did still exist, 
and arranged that Barrie could have a copy for his own, personal use, if he signed 
a letter to that effect, although, he said, there was nothing to stop ‘own, 

personal use’ including showing at a convention, provided no one was permitted to 
copy it. 


Barrie then got back on stage, and said that it was like birthday and 
Christmas all rolled into one; he was clearly delighted with the news. He then 


said that, "for £100 each you can all come to my house and see it!"" at which there 
was much laughter. 


The next person asked whether it had been like a 'Brits' convention’ filming 
Up the Long Ladder? "Absolutely," he said. Patrick and himself had done a lot of 
TV at the BBC, where the floor managers are like 'schoolmarms', who say, "Settle 
down, studio" (clap hands) "very quiet now!" Patrick had trained the US studio 
personnel to do the same, with a very English accent (Barrie did an imitation, 
which unfortunately doesn't translate to paper, and which had us in hysterics.) He 
said that it was tremendous fun, and that he enjoyed working with Patrick again. 


"Have you ever had a bad time on the stage?" asked the next person. 


Barrie said that he has. In Aspects of Love ("by Android Lewd Webber"!) he 
has to sing for about two hours. In a play, if you dry, you can cover yourself, 
but when you're singing you just have to wait until the words come back. Once, he 
went on, and instead of singing, "I know he's up there with her now", he sang, "I 
know he's up there in her now." Collapse of audience in hysterics. Not only that, 
but he went on the following night, determined not to repeat that mistake, and 
promptly did so. 


In Shakespeare, it's more difficult to ‘invent' a line if you forget the 
correct one, but he said that Francesca Annis once gave him a tip; if he needed a 
line in the form of an iambic pentameter, he could use hers - she'd had a cooker 
delivered, and there was a notice on the back of it saying, 'Swing the burner back 
to its fullest extent.' She said that it worked very well, so, next time the 
situation arose, he tried it, and it did. He demonstrated to us: 

“To be or not to be, that is the question, swing the burner back to its 
fullest extent....". and he's right, it does work! 


Had he ever had a 'bad' experience with Patrick, asked someone else. He said 
that he hadn't, but that they did tend to go into their Yorkshire accent when they 
were together.... 


MONDAY'S GUEST PANEL 


Richard, Guy and Barrie came on to much applause. 


Richard began by reading us a review from Voice, which said how TNG had 
consistently good writing, amongst other things (it was quite a long piece.) Guy 
then said that he'd brought a novel to read to us! 


They mentioned The Outcast; Guy said that it had had fairly provocative mail. 
Some people had said that it was excellent and they wouldn't watch TNG again unless 
that standard was upheld, and some said that it was dreadful, and they weren't ever 
going to watch TNG again because of it! Richard said that they tend only to get 
mail from 'extreme' people, but that the two sides usually cancel each other out. 


Richard then asked us whether Guy had mentioned the two last fifth season 
episodes in his talk the day before? I quoted from my notes what he'd said, to the 
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audience's amusement, and Richard said that he'd tell us some more about Time's 
Arrow. 


During an archaeological dig on Earth, the archaeologists find Data's head! 
This is because, during the activities that take place in the episode, Data is sent 
back in time to 1890s Los Angeles, where he meets Guinan and Samuel Clemens. The 
episode was shot on location. 


Richard then asked how much Guy had told us about Inner Light, so 1 read him 
those notes too. At this point, Barrie picked up a microphone and intervened: 


"I'll take that - it's a cliffhanger!" 


The first question from the audience then came up; why are there so few female 
regulars on TNG? Richard said that, if we wanted to be strictly fair and accurate, 
the ship's crew should be slightly over half oriental, and slightly over half 
female, because that's how the world is, but Trek tends to reflect North America, 
which is rather male chauvanist. Besides that, TNG is made mostly by men, although 
Jeri Taylor will be Executive Co-producer next year. 


Barrie leant across at this point, and asked whether that was what the public 
wants; Richard said that the public want very strong stories, but that the studio 
isn't terribly sensitive to the viewers. He doesn't see anything changing 
dramatically, ("not that I'm being critical of the studio....") and cited Deja Q as 
an example. Patrick, Marina and Gates are the only regular cast members trained in 
the use of the foil, yet in the fight sequence in Deja Q, Troi and Dr C are reduced 
to smashing pots over the villains' heads. 


The next person clearly hadn't come across Richard before; "Do you do US 
conventions as well?" 


Richard said that this was his 202nd convention! He said that conventions in 
the US are much bigger and far less personal; the actors won't sign autographs. 
Patrick was at a con the previous week which had 5000 attendees; it would have 
taken him about ten hours to sign for everyone, and he wanted to see San Francisco 
anyway. Richard pointed out that, anyway, autographs are a privilege and not a 
right; just because you like somebody doesn't mean that they automatically owe you 
something. In the States, the audience actually boo actors who refuse to sign 
autographs! ("Send them here!" we said.) 


Fees are a lot different in the States, too; Patrick once got first class 
travel etc plus a $27000 fee for two days, and Jonathan and Brent like to play 
‘favoured nations' with Patrick. The TNG cast are now getting higher fees than the 
original cast; probably the latter will be doing some cons in places (in the US) 
that they've not been to before. 


The programme at US cons tends to be much more formal, too; 11 am to 6 pm, and 
that's it, no opening or closing ceremonies. There are no panel discussions, 
usually only one speaker, plus someone like Guy or Richard, and only the main hall 
plus a dealers' room. US cons are very commercial; over here, they're run by fans 
for fans, and are much more family orientated. Guy and Richard said that they only 
know about six US fans, whereas they know about two hundred Brits! 


However, Guy pointed out that with so many attendees the US cons can afford 
more guests, and more expensive ones; a recent con in Minneapolis had 7500 
attendees, and both Bill and Leonard were guests. 


At this point, Richard and Guy wondered whether Barrie had noticed a 
difference in American cons, and offered him a mike. “It's a cliffhanger," he 
said! 


He said that he was once doing a production of Camelot in St Louis, with 
Richard Harris, and their hotel was occupied by a Dungeons and Dragons con. Every 
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time he opened the door, there were strangely dressed people there, people with 
whips ~ "Which hotel is that?" asked Richard - and although everyone was clearly 


enjoying it, it was all run like a military operation, "not like here; ‘shall we 
start now?!" 


Richard said that that story reminded him that, until about five years ago, US 
hotels were very embarassed by Trek cons, and tried to stop the attendees from 
mixing with 'normal' people; then, there was a hotel that ended up with a Trek con 
and a cross-dressing con at the same time! The cross-dressers had a ‘Black and 
leather' night. The hotel decided that the Trekkers were the 'normal' ones.... 

Also, of course, the hotels make a lot of money from holding cons. 


To finish off this answer, Richard said that UK cons are absolutely enormous 
compared to the ones in New Zealand. The record for con attendance was recently 
broken there; by a con with over 120 people. 


"And five thousand sheep!" said Barrie, to much laughter. 


Guy said that he'd done cons in all the colonies now; Canada, the US, 
Australia, England - "Not a colony!" we shouted. 


The next person asked Barrie whether US audiences generally were different to 
those in the UK; he said that they were. They're much more vocal, much noisier 
generally, and much more extrovert than the average Brit, "not you of course!" - 
more laughter. 


He said that Americans tend to give a more immediate response - Guy 
immediately started clapping; "Well said, Barrie, well said." - and told us another 
story: a famous actor was coming out of a theatre, and found a young man waiting 
for him, wanting to ask him how to become a great actor. 


"Well," said the actor. "You must correct your posture, your walk, and 
particularly your speech. You must put ten marbles in your mouth, and practise 
saying, "how, now, brown cow," until you can do so perfectly. Then, you must take 
out one marble, and do the same again, and so on. When you have lost all your 
marbles, you will become a great actor." 


Again, unfortunately, I can't reproduce Barrie's delivery on paper; we were 
all rolling around again. 


Richard then told us that Patrick had taken a while to get used to American 


audiences;. he couldn't believe the noise factor, with people Chateng, eating 
sweets noisily etc. 


Barrie agreed; he said that it's like being on TV and then back in front of a 
live audience again. There's a whole generation who are used to TV rather than 
live theatre, and they think they can just 'switch you off'; they don't know the 
etiquette of theatre. 


Marina thinks that Patrick can be a bit pompous, said Richard. Apparently, 
Patrick picks someone to ask a question, and then makes everyone else put their 
hands down until he's finished answering. "Patrick why-say-one-word-when-twenty~ 
will-do Stewart," said Richard. 


"What makes a con great for you?" was the next question. 


Barrie said that, although he's only peripherally attached to Trek because of 
ULL and being Patrick's friend, and doesn't have the knowledge "like you lot", he 
enjoys being in front of a live audience and getting the feedback. He said that 
being asked questions make you formulate your own opinions; you can air the trivia 
lurking in your brain, and "I've got a head full of trivia." 


Guy said that he enjoys a nice hotel that he can sleep in (much laughter), and 
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he likes the interaction with the audience, even when it's just over slides. When 
you do a TV performance, you get no reaction at all at the time, whereas at cons 
you get the direct feedback, and can get a feel of what the audience really like. 
It's also a great ego-boost to be at a con as a guest; both he and Richard used to 
be 'just' ordinary attendees. He said that he'd probably never have been to a UK 
con had he not been invited - he couldn't have afforded it anyway. 


Richard said that he echoed most of what Guy had just said; almost half of his 
202 cons were attended as a fan, and now "we're better than you!" (Yes, he was 
joking.) He and Guy both ended up accidentally working on Trek, and both are still 
as much fans as they were. One of his favourite things at cons is sitting at the 
front, not on stage, and watching; he also enjoys being asked to help out by the 
actors. Patrick was once asked by someone why the Enterprise never visited any 
different-gravity planets, and he was giving what Richard refers to as a 'BS' 
answer. The audience were grumbling a bit at this, so Patrick looked at Richard 
who said, "Class M planets." 


Richard said that that was part of his job as consultant, inventing 
explanatidbns for things, and it was "fun being involved in the creative BS 
process!" They invented one for Jonathan; he kept being asked why Marina/Troi 
wears ‘such stupid clothes'. The ‘official’ answer? Because she can! 


Brent was asked how Guinan and Picard came to know each other. Answer: the 
Captain called 976-WHOOP. 


Richard said that cons bring back to them that they are fans; the studio 
expected them to stop that when they were employed - not to collect things, not to 
want to visit the stages. The studio have nothing to do with cons, although Rick 
Berman recently went to one in LA and learnt a lot. 


Barrie was asked what his fellow actors (in Aspects) thought of him doing a 
convention. He said that they were all impressed; it was such an unusual thing for 
a British actor to do. One of the Aspects stage hands is a Trekker; until ULL was 
shown,. he treated Barrie like all the rest of the cast, but once he'd seen him as 
Danilo, he behaved as if Barrie had a "golden aura"! Barrie said that the whole 
idea of being an actor is very slippery territory; many of the audience see you as 
the character, not an actor. He also said (in reply to the original question!) 
that it was very nice to be asked to do things like cons. He then told us another 
story: 


There was an actor in Victorian times, who had to get to Manchester to be in a 
play, and he hitched a lift on a barge. Each time they passed through a lock, the 
bargee had to declare his load, and it was always the same; "Five tons of ‘orse 
shit and an actor." This continued all the way to Manchester, until at the last 
lock, the actor turned to the bargee, and said, "As we're in Manchester now, where 


I shall be playing, before you declare the load again, I'd like to discuss the 
billing." 


The next person asked whether the same questions were asked at US cons; 
Richard said that they were; the only difference is in behaviour. In the US 
whistling and noise are considered good feedback, whereas here that would be 
considered rude. The American audiences sometimes ask ruder or more personal 
questions, though. One man once asked Patrick a question about being bald: "If I 
asked you if your father had a big belly, would you be offended?" asked Patrick. 
"If I asked you if your mother was as ugly as you, would you be offended?" He went 
on like this for a time, by which time the questioner had sunk deep into his chair. 
When he was rooted out, he explained that he only wanted to know whether being bald 
had affected Patrick's career. 


"Oh, sorry," said Patrick. "That's quite a good question." 


The next person asked what was the highest price paid for a pair of Spock's 
ears; Richard didn't know, but a pair had gone at Christie's in New York recently 
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What about other items, wondered Barrie. 


Richard said that props sometimes went for four, five and six thousand 
dollars, and that one of Bill's costumes once went for $10000. There's one fan in 
St Louis who used to spend five or six thousand dollars at one convention, although 
at US cons there are more attendees, so prices tend to get driven up. 


The next person asked Barrie whether it was different filming a TV series in 
the US, and he said that no, the acting wasn't significantly different, although, 
being trained as a stage actor, he was very self-conscious of the cameras at first. 


Next was a question as to whether Barrie had any ‘anecdotes or quirks' about 
Patrick outside Trek? "We're both Yorkshiremen," said Barrie. They were both 
taught to check the text of a script very thoroughly, and their approach to acting 
is very similar. "We're both really nice guys, without a quirk in our bodies!" 


Richard leant across, and said, "He can't programme the VCR, and he makes 
apple and butter sandwiches!" 


At this point Barrie had to leave, in order to be in London in time for the 
evening's performance of Aspects. He was given a really lovely Caithness glass 
paperweight, with a dark blue spiral inside it, and he said that it was beautiful, 
and that he'd treasure it always. 


Richard and Guy then carried on alone. After a repeat showing of the DS9 
promo tape, we had another slide show. 


The first slides were of the twentieth anniversary party; everyone was there 
except DeForest Kelley, who was at a con in the UK, and George Takei, who was at 
his grandmother's one hundredth birthday celebrations. Paramount had originally 
decided not to bother with a party, but changed their minds a couple of weeks 
earlier. The cake was a five foot model of the Enterprise. 


There were some slides of last year's Seatrek cruise, including one with my 
leg in it (fame at last!). Richard told us that Marina is marrying Michael, her 
boyfriend who was on the cruise with her, on June 21st this year; they've been 
together since season two of TNG. 


The next slides were of the ceremony outside Mann's Chinese Theatre in 
Hollywood, when all the cast signed their names in cement. Originally, they were 
only going to sign, but George fell into the cement onto his hands, so all the 


others rushed forwards and added their own handprints; Leonard did a Vulcan salute 
for his. 


After that were slides of De's star ceremony, then LA's Rose parade, in which 
there was an Enterprise float, and then Nichelle’s star ceremony. By later this 
year, the entire cast will have had stars put into the Walk of Fame. 


The last slides were of Paramount's Gene Roddenberry building being opened. 


Richard then said that he and Guy would answer more questions; the first of 
these was whether he thought there would ever be a permanent Trek museum. He 
thinks that it's quite possible; after all, the Smithsonian has a huge space now 
dedicated to what is a fictional series. 


The next person asked how successful STVI was; Richard said that TMP made most 
money, then TVH, then TSFS, followed by TWOK, TUC and finally TFF. TUC should top 
$100 million dollars profit worldwide, to put those figures into perspective, and 
it's because of this last statistic that an original-cast STVII is being 
considered. 
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Someone then asked how Majel was; Richard said that she describes the feeling 
she has at the moment as like ‘floating round in a vortex'. She's in the middle of 
several lawsuits; the studio have been horrible towards her, and the will is being 
contested. She is very grateful for the fans' support. 


Guy said that she turned up at a con in LA and read them some of the messages 
she'd been sent; she wanted to share them with the fans, even though it upset her 
to read them. 


The next person asked whether Universal Studios are likely to come over here 
and set up an ST adventure. Guy didn't know, but he thought that if they did come, 
they'd certainly bring ST with them, as they paid so much for the licence. 


Next up was someone who wondered whether Brent and Marina ever have problems 
with their contact lenses. Marina's slip sometimes, but Guy's never heard her 
complain about them; Brent's used to make his eyes feel like sandpaper for the 
first year or so, but now he's grown accustomed to them. 


The next question came back to Universal Studios; would there be a TNG ST 
Adventure? Richard thought not, as it would be a totally separate licence, besides 
which, the queues at the current (original) ST Adventure are still very long. 


The next person asked how Gates was getting on with her baby, Jack. "Her HUGE 
baby," said Guy. "He's four feet tall or something!" Well, not quite.... 


Richard said that he was almost 10lb when he was born, and now he's about 50lb 
- and he's not a year old yet! 


He was then asked to repeat the date of Marina's wedding, so he did; "We've 
been told not to book any cons." 


The last person repeated an earlier question; how much does it cost to make a 
TNG episode? Richard gave the same answer, but also added that Unification had 
cost $5 million. Guy said that it looks like a feature film. Richard pointed out 
that the music has always been important to Gene; for TNG, they have a separate 
score for each episode, and the only 'canned' bits are the titles. They use 
between forty and ninety musicians per session. 


That finished the questions, and it was time for the closing ceremony. 


HERKKEREREREREREEERERE 


I Had Enough Trouble Trying to Stuff My Head in the Bag.... 
Sol III '92: A report 


by Helen White 
Friday 


We travelled to Birmingham on the train, as I'd put my back out, and Jo had 
whiplash; neither of us felt inclined to drive. Jim, who doesn't drive, had 
sprained his wrist. When we arrived at The Grand Hotel, we discovered that we were 
not the only ones; Richard, the friend we were meeting, had a few days earlier cut 
his finger badly enough to need stitches, and there were a couple of people on 
crutches, too! 


We paid our hotel bills (always a good idea to pay up front at a con; no one 
has money left at the end!), sorted out our rooms, and registered for the con. It 
was at this point that we discovered that Wil Wheaton, the GoH, wasn't coming, as 
he'd been offered a film. It was disappointing, but there you are; that's the 
situation with all con guests. 
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After lunch, we pottered about, chatting to various people, then I went to 
steward. The video rooms were being run using a new system; the equipment was in 
one room, and the TV set plus audience in another. It worked extremely well, and 
I'd recommend it to future con committees. It was good fun, too; not only had I a 
choice of What Are Little Girls Made Of? or Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade - we 
had two video rooms to monitor - but I could chat to my fellow steward(s). Very 
civilised. It was just as well that I was enjoying myself, however, as my relief 
failed to turn up. Jo, Jim and Richard returned, and we carried on for another 
hour, watching The Day the Earth Stood Still and Dagger of the Mind (cue for my 
very silly Van Gelder impression, gibber, gibber....) 


We left Jo watching a TNG episode and went to find some food, then returned 
for the stewards' meeting. It was found that there were eighty-seven of us, and 
only about thirty seats in the three rows of stewards’ seating, so it was decided 
to increase the amount to five rows. Had we realised the fuss this would cause, we 
might not have bothered - but more of that later. 


After the meeting came the opening ceremony, with all the committee, plus 
Richard Arnold and Guy Vardaman, both of whom have been to several cons before. 
Barrie Ingham (Danilo O'Dell in Up the Long Ladder) would be coming on Sunday, but 
he was currently on stage in Aspects of Love, and, indeed, "dies in three minutes 
on stage in London." Richard gave Wil's apologies; he'd been really looking 
forward to coming, and was very disappointed that he couldn't. 


Following the ceremony, we did some more pottering about, and then retired to 
bed. 


Saturday 


We got up at 6.30, ugh, and groped our way down to brekker (not literally, of 
course.) Following that, Jo and I went to buy some nice cheap soft drinks from the 
local shop — the hotel was selling a small bottle of coke at 95p - and met Janet, 
Shona and Cindy in reception. We had a jolly good chat, which I'm glad of, as I 
didn't really see Janet again the rest of the weekend! 


Once we'd laid in our supplies, we wended/wond (old joke) our way to the 
bankruptcy centre, I mean dealers' room, where, as usual, Too Much Money was spent. 
Still, I don't care; what else am I going to do with money?.... 


We dropped our purchases back at our room, then went down to the main hall for 
Richard's talk (see elsewhere for details). He has now been taken on again as a 
consultant for TNG, albeit as an outsider, not as a member of the ‘inside’ crew, 
but that's something, at least. After his slides and talk, I went back to the 
dealers' room ~ no, not to spend more, but to steward. I was sweltering just 
standing in the doorway; I hate to think what the dealers and their customers felt 
like by that time. It was while I was stewarding here that I noticed the first 
hint of 'something amiss'. The dealers' room steward's main job, apart from 
checking badges, is to limit the amount of people in the room; while I was trying 
to do this, several people zoomed past me without stopping long enough for me to 
say, "oi!" Luckily, the room could stand the extra people (only a couple at a 
time, fortunately) that this produced. 


Again, my relief failed to turn up; this time, however, I was instructed by 
Security to carry on with my own plans, as the room wasn't too crowded at that 
stage. This was lucky, as we'd all arranged to meet for lunch, and I didn't fancy 
being stuck outside the dealers’ room all afternoon. 


Having been to the art room and looked at all the items on display - and it 
was the best work I've seen yet at a con - we went back to the dealers' room and 
spent more money, then returned to the main hall in time to catch the second half 
of the Director's Cut of STVI. This proved to be interesting; there was a small 
extra piece with Scotty in the torpedo bay, and a bit in the President's office 
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planning a rescue attempt, both of which were excess to requirements in the final 
version, BUT there was a scene at the end which I think should have been kept in. 
The would-be assassin, who falls out of the scenery when Scotty shoots him, turns 
out to be a Terran in disguise, hence the red blood rather than pink; what's more, 
he is one of the Admirals who was at the meeting right at the start of the film. 
What I want to know is, why wasn't that in the novel? Presumably Ms Dillard had 
the final script to work from? 


After STVI, Jim, Richard and I left Jo watching Violations (ugh!) and went 
shopping in the Bullring for a while, as we were (look out, there's a shocking word 
coming) bored. The programme was offering a choice of two TNG episodes, one 
original, or an item of SF, plus the dealers' room. This was on the Saturday 


afternoon of a con; certainly, Wil wasn't there, and Barrie hadn't arrived yet, but 
even So.... 


At length we returned, just in time for the auction, which turned out to be 
the high point of Saturday (yes, the auction). The auctioneer was Rog Peyton, who 
apparently used to do a lot of auctioneering, but hadn't done any for a while; 
certainly, it was the first time I'd encountered him in that capacity. He's very 
good at the job, and very, very funny. Every time he came to a zine, he gleefully 
opened its packaging and read us some of it, supplying expressions to go with what 
he was reading. The audience rolled about gleefully. 


After the auction, we went to a Pizza Hut (advertising; may I please have a 
free -pizza?) for supper, yum. The one next to the hotel was full, so we went a 
little farther afield; the staff in this one seemed to be somewhat shell-shocked 
when we left.... 


When we got back, it was time for the fancy dress, so we watched that - and it 
was excellent - and then had our own room party, with just the four of us! Jo and 
I eventually went back to our room at about 1 am, only to discover that the disco 
was still on, and that we could discern every word of most of the songs. This may 
not seem so bad, but we were on the third floor! Fortunately, we were both capable 
of going to sleep through it; we later found out (from Guy, in his talk the next 
morning!) that it had continued until 3 am. 


Sunday 


We got up in time for an 8.00 breakfast, which we took in the company of a 
somewhat inebriated chap who'd been up all night and was rather the worse for 
wear.... We then went to the main hall, and watched the projector being lined up 
with the screen (more interesting than it sounds.) 


After watching Conundrum, it was time for Guy's talk (see elsewhere), and then 
I went to steward for the last time; this time I was on the balcony above the main 
hall, keeping an eye on the TNG episodes. As the tech crew were up there anyway, I 
wasn't really needed, so, after watching them change the tape at the appropriate 
time, I went back down to the hall and watched the second half of the auction. 
This time, Rog read from Scandals of Shi-kahr, which is a funny zine anyway; with 
Rog reading it, it sounded even sillier. A copy of Bedside Grope/ Queen Grope was 
in evidence, and I finally managed to buy a copy of Spock Enslaved, that I've been 
looking for for ages - and, no, it wasn't worth what I paid, drat it! I'd like to 
know, however, why there wasn't a separate adult auction; I don't think that the 
main hall, complete with children in the audience, is the place for adult zines, 
however funny. 


Following the auction, Richard came along with the usual boxes of things for 
the charity auction, including a large number of signed photos. These went for 
ridiculous prices, compared to those of a couple of years ago; the one of Bill, for 
example, went for £40, which is about what most of them fetched. The highest price 
fetched was for a fifth season press kit, which went for £400. Eek! 


The auctions over, we went straight into the business meeting, which was 
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almost entirely taken up with deciding on the May 1994 con; there were three bids 
for this. One was from The Con (Glasgow), one from UFP (London), and the other 
from Sol III (Liverpool). They each took the floor to tell us about what they were 
offering, then attendees got the chance to ask them questions. One person asked 
whether there would be a non-smoking bar at the successful con; this was the sort 
of question that makes everyone say, "Oh, what a good idea, I never thought of 
that!" - well done, Jo! (And yes, there will.) 


With all the discussion going on, the meeting was (not surprisingly) running 
late, and people were beginning to come into the hall for Barrie's talk. At this 
point, it was requested that the attendees respect the ‘stewards’ seating’; there 
had been a few grumbles from said attendees, apparently. 


Eventually, a vote was taken, with the result that UFP won, congratulations; 
two people voted for 'no con' this time! 


After a (very) short break, Barrie appeared on stage, to much applause (yes, 
you've guessed it; see elsewhere) and captivated the audience for a couple of 
hours. He's the sort of actor who could read a shopping list and make it sound 
interesting; what's more, he's the best kind of mad, ie he fits in extremely well 
with all us Trekkers. Please can we have him at more cons, all you committee-type 
chaps? 


By the time Barrie had finished, those of us who'd been sitting there for most 
of the day had numb botties, and it was a relief to move! Jim, Jo, Richard and I 
went to the neighbouring Pizza Hut (even more advertising! If not a pizza, then 
how about a chocolate sundae?) and indulged ourselves. They managed to get Jo and 
Richard's pizza wrong, but they noticed before we even saw it, did them the correct 
one, and then didn't charge them; no fuss, no bother. Most impressive. The 
manageress also dug out a cassette with the original Trek theme on it, and yes, we 
did sing along. We also sang along to the (old) Robin Hood theme. Sad, isn't it? 


Feeling pleasantly full (it isn't polite to say, ‘feeling stuffed') we 
returned to the hotel, in time for the stewards' party. The main hall was still 
showing TNG at this stage, although the theme party was due to start in half an 
hour, because of the late running of the programme. We each collected our free 
drink, then chatted to Barrie, Richard and Guy, and got their autographs. 


After dumping any excess baggage in our room, we went to Harry's Bar, to see 
Barrie performing some of his other one-man play, The Actor. This had been added 
to the timetable, and was a very nice ‘extra'. While we were waiting, we discussed 
school dinners - don't ask me how we got onto that subject! - and had a paper plane 
fight. 

Barrie was excellent, and, again, very funny; he did a 'gobbledegook' version 
of Goldilocks and the Three Bears that had us all in hysterics. 


We then returned to the main hall, in order to see how the party was going, 
only to find that it wasn't. It seems that there had been a strong protest from 
TNG-video-watching attendees that a) they couldn't all get into the TNG room, and 
b) they didn't think there had been enough 'new' TNG on anyway; this had led to the 
cancellation of the party in favour of showing more TNG. I did not manage to find 
out what the party-goers thought about this decision; the TNG people, naturally, 
seemed happy enough. 


Jo and I then went and joined a group who were listening to Rog Peyton reading 
some not-for-the-eyes-of-children-type zines; this was hilarious. After that, we 


were getting very tired, so we went to bed, and ended up reading more zines until 
about 2 am zzzzzzz. 


Monday (what, already?) 


We dragged ourselves out of bed and went to breakfast; Jim and Richard had 
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already packed, hence the quotation from Jim used as the title for this report. 
(In case you're wondering, he was talking about his Klingon head.) 


After breakfast, Jo and I packed, then we all went back to the chaps' room and 
played Orgy, JUST a minute, I haven't explained yet, stop getting all giggly. Orgy 
is actually a board game, which is like a sort of Roman version of Monopoly (don't 
all look so disappointed.) I won, but only just. 


We then hired a fork-lift truck to carry our bags down to reception. Well, 
not quite, but it would have been useful! We left our luggage with the porter, 


checked out, and went into the main hall for the guest panel (yes, see elsewhere) 
and closing ceremony. 


Before the panel, we had a video of Patrick on Wogan, filmed in April 1988. I 
remember watching it at the time; it was good to see it again. 


As usual, there were numerous thank-yous made during the Closing Ceremony, and 
the prizes were presented. One fancy dress prize was won by a group of Klingons, 
who got a Korean tape of STIII - it was the nearest Richard could get to Klingon! 

It was also announced that the charity auction made ‘about £1000’. 


Ann Page came on to thank the stewards, and mentioned (for the second time in 
my hearing at the con) just what it is that stewards do. She also explained that 
they do NOT get paid, nor do they get their hotel bills paid, nor do they get 
travel expenses! I'd love to know who's been spreading that rumour. Stewards (eg 
myself) are all volunteers. They help keep the con events running smoothly, and 
check that no unauthorised people (ie the public) are allowed into the con; in 
return for this, they are allowed into the dealers room half an hour to an hour 
before everyone else on the Saturday, they have a stewards’ party (at which they 
may or may not get a free drink), and the front three (or as in this case, five) 
rows of seating are saved for them. They DON'T get paid! 


During the ceremony, Richard said that he had three bits of news for us; a 
second TNG Technical Manual (ie a supplement to the first) is coming out, an 
official Trek timeline will be published later this year, and a novel that Gene 
wrote in 1977 will be published '‘'soon'. 


After the ceremony, we collected our bags, went back to the station, and home, 
hello word processor! 


RREKERERERERERERKKKEKKA 


ST: ING FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CON, LOS ANGELES 


by Rick Prestien, USA 
INTRODUCTION 


How to tell this story has been the hardest part of writing it. I have 
finally decided on a chronological approach, even though this means that 
information on a given subject is scattered throughout the three days’ report, all 
of which must be culled and pieced together to get the whole picture. The 
alternative was a story by subject which would have eliminated most humorous asides 
and would have meant constant references to the speaker, his/her title/role, and 
the date. That seemed more tiresome than the choice selected; I hope you agree. 


REFLECTION 


Rick's Log, Stardate: Uncertain. It was the most ST fans I have ever seen in 
one place at one time. Friday was a bit smaller, but on both Saturday and Sunday 
over 10,000 people crammed, jammed, squeezed and squashed into the California 
Ballroom (maximum seating: 8,000) of the Los Angeles Westin Bonaventure Hotel to 
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catch a glimpse of their favourites: Jean-Luc Picard, Wil Riker, Data, Geordi La 
Forge, Deanna Troi, Beverly Crusher, Worf and Wesley. Of course, they weren't 
there. Instead we got Patrick Stewart, Jonathan Frakes, Brent Spiner, LeVar 
Burton, Marina Sirtis, Gates McFadden, Michael Dorn and Wil Wheaton. But they were 
good enough - there was a touch of hysteria in the air when on Sunday, the Top 8 


were due to appear all together, on stage, and then they came out and total frenzy 
broke loose... FLASHBACK 


Thursday, March 26, 1992: 


Thinking myself very clever, I had decided to arrive at the convention hotel a 
day early in order to get settled in my room and have a good night's rest. What I 
had not counted upon was: a) the traffic jam they call the L.A. freeway system, 
b) the mass confusion at check-in (I was not alone) and, c) that my reserved seat 
ticket for which I had paid $145 had to be "processed" before it was valid. All 
the above put me to bed at 2 am. So much for a good night's rest... 


Friday, March 27, 1992: 


Friday began with Eric Stillwell, ST Script Coordinator, who gave a slide show 
of some upcoming episodes as this 5th season winds down. "Time's Arrow” will be 
the final episode this year (shown in the U.S. during the week of June 7-13 
depending upon what day each local TV station shows its original episodes), and in 
this one we learn more about Ensign Ro. It's a two-parter with the second part 
beginning the 6th season. We also found out that in an upcoming episode Jean-Luc 
will have a son (no details on plot) and that Patrick Stewart's real son, Danny 
Stewart, has been cast for the part! This episode is called "Inner Light" and the 
character is not continuing. ST:TNG is sold in 25 foreign "markets" and is seen in 
87 countries. Many Hollywood celebrities have asked to be in an episode (a la 
Whoopi Goldberg) but so far no suitable characters have come up for them. Eric had 
great fun playing an extra in STVI:TUC. He was a Klingon in the courtroom scene. 
He went on to tell us that two "Q" stories are in development for the 6th season. 
Eric reappeared later on Friday afternoon (see below). 


Next up was actress Tricia O'Neill who played Capt. Rachael Garrett of 
Enterprise-C in "Yesterday's Enterprise." Tricia said it was a great experience 
doing the show because everyone was very supportive of the guest stars, and in 
return she spilled hot coffee all over Patrick Stewart! She was a ST fan before 
she did the episode, but now she's a bigger one. During shooting, she argued with 
the writers for Capt. Garrett and Capt. Picard to have a romance. She said there 
was a lot of truth in the idea of the “loneliness of command" and that a romance 
would have worked Captain to Captain because of the shared understanding. 
Unfortunately, the writers turned her down. She is currently working on a TV 
mini-series called "Genghis Khan" (no relation to "The Wrath of Khan"!). 


Eric Stillwell then came back on stage to tell us about the future of ST and 
primarily about ST:Deep Space 9. The present concept is that ST:DS9 will be a 
departure in look and tone from all previous ST projects - it will be darker and 
grittier, showing the seamy, industrial side of space. There will be more battles 
due to its location near a stable wormhole and the constant arrival of aliens, most 
of whom are hostile. DS9 is a space station originally built by the Ferengis and 
later abandoned by them for reason(s) unknown. The United Federation of Planets 
decides to occupy DS9 and resume its mining operations on nearby asteroids and 
lifeless planets. They originally find the station a complete wreck with evidence 
that a great battle took place there a long time ago. Since DS9 is on the edge of 
the explored universe, no one remembers why or with whom this battle took place - a 
continuing mystery on the series and a source of tension because "they" might come 
back. Release date for ST:DS9 is January, 1993, thereby giving half a year when 
both ST:TNG and ST:DS9 will be on television together in the States. Paramount has 
decided this is not enough "support” time to get ST:DS9 established, so they have 
now committed to a seventh season of ST:TNG! However, some of the TNG actors will 
probably not renew their contracts for a 7th season so ST:TNG will have a different 
crew complement for that year. 
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When asked about a STVII movie, Eric said the answer is probably yes per 
Shatner and Nimoy but Paramount has not yet given the green light. The movies are 
handled by a different division of Paramount so all Eric knows is what he hears in 
the rumour grapevine. 


As for ST:TNG, both Patrick Stewart and Jonathan Frakes will direct more, and 
more Borg stories are definitely coming up because they are the most popular aliens 
ST has ever invented after the Klingons. Next year Star Fleet may become even more 
relaxed about uniform regulations (note Worf, Troi, and Crusher). As for the Prime 
Directive, the writers consider it “artistic license" and it will be more often 
honoured in the breach than in the observance, in order to make good drama. 


In between the above speakers there were several music videos, a trivia 
contest, a documentary of last year's big L.A. convention, an auction of special 
souvenirs, and a preview of the upcoming nationwide tour of Shatner and Nimoy 
entitled "Two Friends." Festivities officially ended about 6 pm, then it was off 
to the dealers' room where a fantastic array of merchandise was offered, covering 
well over 10,000 square feet of floor space. There was a flyer outside the 
dealers' room announcing the country's one and only call-in ST show on radio 
station KIEV at 8 pm on Friday nights. Then ST:TNG is shown every night on TV at 9 
pm in L.A. so everything was perfectly timed. 


After a quick bite for dinner, I turned my radio to the station and was 
introduced to the one hour "Talk Trek" show hosted by Joyce Mason. The program 
began with some members of the William Shatner Connection Fan Club who did a spoof 
of the classic series, with members imitating the various characters. It was very 
funny and whoever did Scotty and whoever did McCoy had the voices perfectly. This 
took up about half of the show's time. Then Joyce introduced Richard Arnold as her 
special guest and invited listeners to call in questions. I learned that it is 
possible to take a 2 hour walk-around guided tour of Paramount Studios even though 
you do not get onto the set of ST:TNG. However, you must arrange a reservation on 
such a tour in advance by calling: Area Code (213), 956-5292 or by writing to 
Paramount Studios. 


As for ST:DS9, Richard said that Paramount has committed to a 2-hour pilot 
episode followed by 18 one-hour episodes to finish the 1993 television season, and 
they have agreed to fund 26 more episodes for the 1993~94 second season, regardless 
of the ratings. As for the budget, they will spend $6 million for the pilot and 
$1.5 million per episode. This is slightly more than they now spend on average for 
ST:TNG so we should see some spectacular battles and special effects. As for the 
characters, it has been decided that Chief O'Brien and his family and Ensign Ro 
will move to ST:DS9. The lead star is the Commander (not necessarily his rank) of 
DS9 and this role has not yet been cast, although it has been decided that his wife 
will have previously died and he has a teenage son he is raising alone. They 
currently favour Chad Allen for the teenage son but no final decision will be made 
before the father is cast. Second in command of DS9 will be a shape-shifter 
character whose humanoid form may be a new actor each week. 


I called in to tell Richard I was a member of IDIC and he said to say hello to 
everyone for him. He looks forward to seeing you at Sol 3 in May at Birmingham and ,. 
in July at Contagion in Glasgow. He promised to tell all! 


Saturday, March 28, 1992: 


We started at 10:30 am and finished at 5:30 pm; whenever lunch was supposed to 
be is anyone's guess, there was never a break. 


First up was Majel Barrett Roddenberry who thanked everyone for their kind 
sympathy on behalf of Gene's death. She has received thousands of letters, cards, 
telegrams, flowers, tributes and invitations which she deeply appreciates, albeit 
finds it impossible to respond to as etiquette would demand. She loves Gene's 


dream, knows you do too, and promises to do everything possible to keep the dream 
alive. 
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Michael Westmore was next, who was greeted by large applause both for the fact 
of his make-up artistry skills on ST:TNG as well as for his famous family's history 
in the television and movie business for over 50 years. Michael led us through a 
few examples of his work and then, in response to a question, he explained why he 
has chosen to work on ST:TNG when he could have "written his own ticket" on any 


show on TV. He loves the ST dream and sincerely hopes that one day it will become 
true. Meanwhile, LL&P. 


After a few videos, we then had "The ST:TNG Writers Panel" with Jeri Taylor 
(supervising producer), Ronald Moore (co-producer), and Brannon Braga (staff 
writer). They began by explaining what the writers Workshop was going to cover. 
This Workshop was a separate meeting to be held later that night for special ticket 
holders who had paid the extra $25 to attend. Not being a scriptwriter myself, I 
was soon lost in the technical jargon, and I must confess I dozed off a bit. 
Note-taking suffered accordingly. About the only thing I remember with clarity is 
that you should NOT send in scripts or story ideas to the show unsolicited. No one 
has time to read them, and the only scripts that are read are from writers with 
agents who submit them on their client's behalf. So if you want to write a ST 
script, you must first get an agent. I'm happy to report that I did have the 
facility to wake-up when they offered copies of the scriptwriting guidelines, and I 
will be happy to send a copy to any IDIC member who wants one. My address is 
available from Janet or Sheila, please enclose two IRCs and clearly print your 
return address. I also have some leads on obtaining an agent for those of you who 
are interested and I hope you are. It's obvious we have some talented people in 
IDIC with lots of ideas, and I hope you will use some of this creativity to make a 
contribution to the show. Wouldn't it be wonderful if an IDIC member submitted a 
script that was actually produced? Just imagine Patrick Stewart saying the lines 
you wrote for him! What an affirmation of your talent it would be for the 
producers to spend over $1 million to bring your idea to life. And it would make 
us all right proud, as we say here in Texas. So get those minds engaged, get those 
pens and typewriters humming, and let's have an IDIC episode for the 6th season! 


Next up was Herman Zimmerman who is the production designer for ST:TNG. 
Herman explained that a production designer is responsible for building the props 
and other devices used in each episode and for the over-all "look" of the show. 
He's the one who gets to worry about all the details before shooting starts. It 
was clear as he spoke that his job takes a lot of creativity and imagination 
because Herman has to create futuristic "effects" from materials available today; 
he has to "make reali" whatever the writers imagine. A designer's biggest job, he 
said, was to build a new set such as Ten Forward. This involves creating the 
atmosphere (and actually building it) that the producers and writers have in mind. 
He is currently working on ST:DS9 and in that show the Science Officer is not from 
Earth, but rather from a planet with much less gravity. Therefore, she will be in 
a "future wheelchair" or use some other prosthetic device for mobility. In ST:DS9 
there will be mining operations on nearby planets and asteroids, and Herman is 
working on the mining equipment at the moment. He is also designing a lot of 
different cargo ships because much transhipping will take place near the space 
station. The overall "look" of the new show will be "grease and grime” with a 
“dirt under the fingernails" kind of feel. He also told us that DS9 will have a 
Ferengi bartender. 


The hardest set he has had to design was the Klingon courtroom used in 
STVI:TUC and the reason was primarily the budget allocated. It had to be 
monolithic, and 50 extras had to look like 3000 Klingons - all for no money! When 
asked about his most surprising moment on the show, he said it happened last year 
when both NASA and the U.S. Air Force wanted detailed plans of the Enterprise 
1701-D! He said he complied with the request but has no idea whether they are 
actually building it! 


After Herman finished, it was time for the personal appearances of the stars 
to begin. At the risk of everyone hating me, I would like to make some general 
observations about the various actors. Please remember, these are my personal 
opinions and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the management (whoever they 
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are). My biggest surprise happened with the first guest, Marina Sirtis. From the 
moment Marina stepped out she lit up the stage with her sparkling personality. She 
absolutely bubbied for 45 minutes non-stop. She was witty, overflowing with joy 
and happiness, and had no hesitation about giving us the “inside dirt" on all the 
other actors. The audience of 10,000 sat spellbound throughout her appearance. I 
was amazed how much I liked her because Deanna Troi is not my favourite character 
on the show, but make no mistake, Deanna is not Marina. She is British (who 
knew?), of Greek origin, and a delight to know. 


The point I'm trying to make is that you simply cannot judge the real actor by 
the character they play. For example, Jonathan Frakes was much more articulate 
than I expected him to be and Patrick Stewart was much less so (sorry folks). I 
thought it would be fascinating to listen to Gates McFadden, yet she came across as 
stiff and wooden. Brent Spiner can be funny and intelligent at the same time, 
another surprise. He clearly has no problem with humour like Data does. LeVar 
Burton gets my "cardboard" award on the male side, whereas Michael Dorn has a voice 
you could listen to forever. He would make a great Captain of a starship if he 
played himself. Wil Wheaton didn't appear individually, but was with the entire 
cast group in the last appearance on Sunday. He comes across as a typical American 
teenager, somewhat on the smart-alecky side, and definitely not the obedient 
Wesley. Speaking of the entire group, the natural leaders were Marina and Michael 
when they were all together on stage. 


Afterwards, I imagined inviting the cast (the real people, not the characters) 
to my house for a party, and I dreamed of what would happen: I would fall in love 
with Marina, Michael would talk the entire time, Wil would have to be watched 
constantly, I would discuss philosophy with Jonathan, Patrick is around for colour 
and the occasional dramatic reading, Brent supplies the entertainment and Gates and 
LeVar are not invited to my party. Thus are my personal opinions, and so much for 
the lot of them! 


The first appearance was by Marina Sirtis (pronounced "SIR-tees"). Marina 
brought out her boyfriend, Michael somebody, and her dog, whose name I cannot 
pronounce much less spell. Marina and Michael announced their engagement and said 
they would be married on June 21st to great audience applause. Michael and 
what's-its-name dog left, and Marina then told us that Sunday (March 30th) was her 
birthday! This called for a round of "Happy Birthday" sung by the audience. She 
loved every minute of it and when asked how old she was, she answered "29 forever!" 


Someone asked her what "bubble and squeak" meant, so Marina explained how the 
British have a joint on Sunday and how “bubble and squeak" is then eaten on Monday. 
She then proceeded to give us the recipe! She said “bubble and squeak" is also 
Cockney slang for her ethnic background, which is Greek. When asked if she would 
agree to do a 7th season, she answered with "Yes, absolutely." This got a standing 
ovation and Marina walked down the steps of the stage and hugged the fan who had 
asked the question. 


She went on to say that Deanna had no permanent costume changes coming up 
soon, that "Power Play" was her favourite episode, and that Q will definitely be 
back about twice each season. She then told us that a Betazoid wedding is coming 
up later in the 5th season, but refused to tell us who was getting married. She 
said her favourite charity (biggest concern) was animal rights. Her most 
embarrassing episode was "Goddess of Empathy” when she had to give birth. She said 
it was "Such a joy to be on the birthing table with my legs spread apart and 200 
cameramen and technicians looking up my skirt." As for the "dirt," Marina said 
that Brent once put her dog in a microwave oven and then made a sound like the 
microwave was on! She called Wil Riker the "stud puppy of the galaxy," and as for 
Geordi, she said if he would quit going to Guinan for advice and come to Deanna 
instead, he would get a lot more dates! She said to never utter the word 
"Shakespeare" around Patrick Stewart or you will be bored to tears as he does two 
hours of excerpts. She called Worf a "pussycat with a bad haircut." She had to 
say goodbye and leave too soon, I could have listened for hours. 
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Next up was Brent Spiner and the first thing he said was "I hereby 
categorically deny anything and everything that Marina may have said about me." Of 
course, he waS immediately asked about putting Marina's dog in a microwave. He 
said, "That is absolutely not true...It wasn't a microwave, it was a trash 
compactor!" He was asked if there are a lot of practical jokes on the set and he 
said "Not really." A lot of clowning around does go on but the producers would 
kill them if they actually dumped a bucket of water over someone's head and 
destroyed their makeup. The only sacrosanct thing on a television set is the 
"shooting schedule." When asked what the funniest thing was that ever happened on 
the set, Brent said it was the time "when Riker lost his balance and went sprawling 
through the set, punching a hole in the outer hull of the Enterprise!" He loves 
the Sherlock Holmes episodes and "The Searchers" is his favourite film. He is 
currently pushing the idea with the writers that Jimmy Stewart should guest star on 
the show as the Federation's top Admiral. As for his acting credits, Brent told us 
he was once in a Broadway play called "Three Musketeers" which stil] holds the 
record as the biggest money-losing show in Broadway history - costing $12 million 
to stage and lasting one week! 


When asked what his biggest surprise was about fan reaction to his character, 
he said he was surprised how popular Data is with children. He thinks this is 
because Data's efforts to become more human are similar to the socialization 
process children go through - both struggle to understand humour, for example. He 
hopes to utilize this rapport with children to encourage math and science studies, 
but he has not yet found the right organization to sponsor TV ads and personal 
appearances. When asked about all the ST merchandising, he said the one thing that 
knocked his socks off was the new ST pinball machine. And he's right, it's great! 
They had one set up in the lobby and there was always a crowd around it. He said 
goodbye to a warm applause. 


After an appropriate build-up of suspense, Patrick Stewart was introduced and 
walked out to a standing ovation. The first question asked was what qualities he 
would like to see more of in Capt. Picard. Patrick said he wished the man had a 
sense of humour! He also would like more romantic involvements but Riker always 
seemed to beat him to the girl. This prompted the next question concerning 
whatever happened to the silver swimsuit he wore on Raisa in "Captain's Holiday." 
That “little silver number," as he called it, was recently auctioned off for 
charity, and good riddance as far as he's concerned. Asked about his biggest 
regret in life, he said he regretted leaving school at age 15 and now wishes he had 
a better education. He said Marina, for example, has three "A-levels" (can someone 
explain that to me?) and is highly intelligent, "but a tramp, of course!" This 
brought howls of laughter and Marina threw something at him from off-stage! 


We subsequently learned that Henry IV, Part 2 is his favourite Shakespeare; 
that his son Danny will be making his TV acting debut in an upcoming. episode; and 
that he's originally from Yorkshire. Asked about his favourite qualities of Capt. 
Picard, he said that the parts he likes playing are when Picard shows his 
vulnerable, human side and stops acting like a second-class demagogue! As for 
Picard's relationships on the Enterprise, he said he'd like to have a romance with 
Beverly Crusher because there's a certain closeness, a certain history that exists 
there between the two characters that so far has only been hinted at. As for his 
special relationship with Guinan, he doesn't know what's behind that but both he 
and Whoopi hope the writers will do an episode on it soon. 


His favourite hobby was asked, and Patrick said he was an "eclipse junkie," 
and that we should all make an effort to see the next partial eclipse of the sun. 
His favourite cause is Amnesty International, he has been a member for many years. 
A British fan asked when he would be "back home" and Patrick said he would be back 
in England in six weeks, as soon as shooting ends on the 5th season. He looks 
forward to seeing all his British friends and fans. As Patrick left, the Saturday 
program came to 4a Close. 


Sunday, March 29, 1992: 
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Sunday began with Mike Okuda and Rick Sternbach from the Art Department of 
ST:TNG. We learned that their "ST:TNG Technical Manual," published in 1991, will 
soon have a supplement. They are compiling information for it now and hope to 
actually finish writing it sometime this summer. Mike explained that after a prop 
is conceived by the writers, the idea then comes to him for the specifications on 
building it after he decides what it "looks" like and how it works. The specs are 
then sent to a prop house (a company that specializes in constructing props) and it 
usually takes 2-3 days before the physical thing comes back. Bigger things take 
longer, and sometimes after holding the prop and simulating its use, it's all wrong 
and the whole process starts over again. As a result, the Art Department works on 
scripts way in advance of the actual shooting schedule. Mike and Rick then 
apologized for having to leave after only half their allotted time, but they had to 
get back to the studio to finish a rush project that needed to be ready on Monday. 


We then had a video and the intro of Jonathan Frakes. After Jonathan came 
out, he asked us all to have a moment of silence while we "sent good thoughts to 
Gene, wherever he is." This was very well received and much appreciated by the 
audience. Afterwards, his first question was what was his most startling moment on 
the show. He chose not to tell us about falling through the scenery, which we had 
heard from Brent. Instead, he said it happened one day after shooting as he and 
Wil Wheaton were walking out to the parking lot. Wil turned to him and said, "I 
can tell by your music and your clothes that you used to be cool, didn't you?" 
Jonathan said he realized at that moment he was "over the hill." He was then asked 
what was the funniest moment on the set. He said there have been many of them, but 
the one that comes to mind happened the day they filmed Tasha Yar's funeral. It 
was a sad day anyway, said Jonathan, not only because of the script but also 
because their friend, Denise Crosby, was leaving the show. They were in the hills 
behind the studio, everyone standing around in a sombre mood, when Patrick broke 
out in song, "The hills are alive with the sound of music!" Everyone cracked-up 
and it took several hours to finally shoot the scene. 


When asked what he would change on the show he said he could never figure out 
why Star Fleet has no cloaking device when everyone else in the universe seems to 
have one. The next question was about Riker's love life. He said at least things 
are improving. In the beginning, every time Riker got the girl he then had to kill 
her. Now at least they live, but he would like for once to have a romance with a 
Human! Riker's penchant for aliens has gotten so bad that people now tease him 
with “any forehead in a storm." Will he do a 7th season - yes! Will Ro and Riker 
have another tryst - no comment. Is Riker the equivalent of a male slut - next 
question! 


We also found out that he gets to play the trombone again in an upcoming 5th 
season episode, that he once worked for Marvel Comics and had to dress-up as Capt. 
America and open shopping centers, and that "The Binars" and "Minuet" are his 
favourite episodes. When asked about his wife, Jonathan said he was married to 
Jean Francis who stars in the American daytime TV soap-opera "All My Children." 
Her show is filmed in New York and his is in Hollywood so they have a bi-coastal 
marriage, which makes things hard during the week, but makes for some very good 
times on weekends. Asked whether he will be moving to ST:DS9, he called the new 
series "Deep Throat 9" and said no, he will stick with "Baldy!" My favourite line 
of the day came in answer to the next question: Jonathan was asked who he thought ° 
was a better Captain of the Enterprise, Picard or Kirk? With a straight face, he 
answered "The one who wears his own hair!" 


We then found out he will be working on a new jazz album over the summer which 
should be released later in the fall. What would he like to see more of in Riker's 
character? Comedy and a touch of irony. Asked about his favourite charity/cause, 
he said he had two serious ones: First, he said we should all donate our organs 
after death - we don't need them anymore but someone else does. Second, he is a 
big advocate of the U.S. Space Pregram and favours a return to the Moon and a 
Mission to Mars; we should all support NASA and encourage full funding by the 
government. As his time was up, he exited with the line, "Just remember me as Wild 
Bill Riker, Picard's Big Willie." 
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After video and intro, LeVar Burton came out on stage. First question: how 
do you like working in the visor? LeVar said at first he was very apprehensive 
because he considered his eyes to be one of his best features, and also because 
many people in the past had told him that he really expressed emotion well through 
his eyes when he was acting. Then he got this show which wanted to cover his eyes 
and make him blind! His agent talked him into taking the part as a challenge, and 
now he's very glad he did. Wearing the visor has forced him to express himself in 
other ways, which he thinks has made him a better actor. He was asked if he knew 
anything about Geordi's parents. He said we find out more about them in an episode 
this season but he would give us a sneak preview: both his parents are in Star 
Fleet, his mother is an officer and his father is a xenobiologist. The characters 
do not appear in the episode where we find out more, but if they did he would like 
Sidney Potier to play his father and Lena Horne (or Madge Sinclair) to be his 
mother. What character that we have seen does he want back? Leah Brahms. His 


personal charity? He spends a lot of time trying to inspire physically challenged 
kids. 


When asked about his favourite aspect of the show, he said he really liked the 
Geordi and Data friendship the writers have developed. In fact, in an upcoming 
episode this season the crew thinks that both Geordi and Ro are dead, and Capt. 
Picard asks Data to plan Geordi's funeral. Data plans a New Orleans-type funeral, 
probably making this the episode Jonathan was talking about where he plays the 
trombone - no doubt Data will play something too! Asked whether he likes playing 
Watson to Data's Sherlock Holmes, he said yes he enjoys those “character in the 
character" episodes, but we won't be seeing any more of them, at least not for a 
while. There is a problem with the estate of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Paramount 
is negotiating with them now. 


Asked if he always wanted to be an actor, LeVar said no, in fact he was all 
set to enter a seminary to become a priest when he got the part in "Roots" that 
made him famous. (‘Roots" was an American TV mini-series.) He went to the 
audition for "Roots" because of a bet with one of his friends who dared him to try 
for it. So much for the priesthood! Asked if the white contact lenses hurt when 
worn, he said yes - but he loves the pain, it's all that good Catholic training 
he's had! We then learned he loves to travel, he firmly believes that one day we 
will be living out there among the stars, and that Guinan is too old for Geordi 
(but don't tell Whoopi he said that). As his time was running out, the last 
question was "Will Geordi ever be able to see?" The answer: "Wait for the first 
Next Generation movie!" 


Video + intro + Gates McFadden came out. She had a ST script with her and 
said she would like to read us an excerpt from an episode to be coming soon: "Oh, 
Jean-Luc...Oh, Beverly...Oh, Jean-Luc...0h, Beverly!" The house roared and 
applauded wildly. First question: When are you and Jean-Luc really going to do 
it? Answer: "How do you know we haven't already!" More hoots and cheers. Asked 
why she left the show temporarily she said the truth is she was fired. They wanted 
to go “in a different direction," then they decided they didn't like the different 
direction either, so they brought her back. She hopes to get to do more dancing on 
the show, that's how she was originally trained, as a dancer. She liked the 
episode "Ethics" but her favourite was "The Host." While they were shooting "The 
Host," she was very (8 months) pregnant. As a result, they kept shooting her 
behind a chair, sitting at a desk, etc. She could barely move, so they had to get. 
creative with camera angles and props for her to hide behind. 


A lot of Gates' time was wasted by fans asking if this or that was coming up, 
and she had to keep saying “I don't know," explaining over and over that the 
writers and producers don't tell the actors what they have in mind for the future. 
We found out that when her son was born, several of her friends said she should put 
his name on the waiting list for this or that private school. She said she didn't 
want her child to have an elitist education, and she was going to start working 
very hard to improve the plight of public education in this country. She felt very 
strongly about this and encouraged us ail to get involved in the public school 
system in our towns. She said the whole cast enjoys working together and they've 
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tried to set up plays for the off-season where they could all perform together, but 
there's just no time to get things set up properly, so it hasn't happened yet. But 
they keep trying. 


Michael Dorn, the "Voice," was the last of the stars to appear individually. 
Asked if he liked playing a Klingon on the show, Michael said he loved playing 
worf, the other characters were just “too nice"! Worf was always in a bad mood - 
he is the "dude with the bad attitude!" A fan then wanted to know how long it took 
to put on his make-up. Answer: 1-1/2 hours. He once figured out that he has to 
have 600 make~ups each season, and that's 900 hours in a make-up chair! “And 
that's why it's easy to play Worf, I am in a bad mood." 


A fan then asked if he would do some Klingon singing. Michael glowered at the 
questioner and slowly said, "Klingons don't sing." Question: "Will Worf ever have 
a girlfriend that lives?" Answer: "I doubt it, Klingon love-making is too rough." 
Favourite episode? He really enjoyed killing Duras. Question: "Will Worf get 
promoted soon?" Answer: "It's certainly time. Worf is the only lieutenant left 
in Star Fleet!" Any complaints? Michael said he's tired of the fact that every 
alien that comes on the ship beats the hell out of Worf! He once talked to Gene 
about why Worf gets beat up so much. The conversation went something like this: 
Gene: "Worf gets beat up a lot because it's good drama. Worf is a symbol of 
power, and if the alien can whip Worf, it establishes how powerful the alien is." 
Michael: " OK, but Data is more powerful than Worf. Isn't it Data's turn to get 
beat up?" Gene: "Get out of my office!" "One more thing," Michael said, "please 
no more prune juice!" Asked what his favourite line on the show has been, he said 
the one when he was talking to Wes about Klingon love-making: “Men do not roar, 
women roar, and hurl heavy objects. Men read love poetry." As Michael left, he 
told us thai le las been on a lot of TV sets in his career, but that the cet of 
this show is the most fun he's ever had, everyone is a comic. 


After a video montage of episodes over the last 5 years, accompanied by rock 
music, we had the introduction for Rick Berman, Executive Producer of ST:TNG. Rick 
spoke to us for about 30 minutes before taking questions from the audience. He 
began by saying he considered himself very privileged to have worked with Gene, and 
he has now been assigned full-time to the new ST:DS9. They are just about ready to 
do the casting for the new show, and this brought to mind the same situation five 
years ago when they were doing the casting for ST:TNG. He remembers how Brent 
Spiner just barely beat out the actor who plays the Traveler for the role of Data. 
How Jonathan Frakes was their second choice for Wil Riker, an actor named Campbell 
being the first choice but he refused to sign a 6-year contract. Campbell later 
starred in the movie "The Rocketeer." How they had hired Denise and Marina but had 
their roles reversed: Denise was Deanna Troi and Marina was Natasha Yar. Gene 
said to switch them around and they worked perfectly in their new positions. And 
how Bob Justman one day dragged in an unknown British actor named Patrick Stewart 
to read for the part of Capt. Jean-Luc Picard. Gene liked Stewart for Picard but 
he remained unconvinced. He worried about him being bald and whether a British 
actor who could not disguise his accent could play a Frenchman. Finally, Gene 
agreed to Stewart but said he had to wear a toupee. Then Charles Pike, President 
of Paramount Television, saw Stewart and said he was a good choice, but get rid of 
the hair! In other words, said Berman, somehow in the casting and approval 
process, everything turned out right and for the best in the end. And he's sure 
the same thing will happen with the new show. Casting is an exciting time, but 
also one with a lot of doubts and anxiety. Six months from now they will look back 
on the casting process and wonder why they had all those indecisions. 


As for the new show, DS9 will be more complex and political than the current 
show. They will not have state-of-the-art equipment like the Enterprise does. 
Things won't always work, they will fall apart and break. Engineering will be very 
busy on DS9. The scripts will also be more complex with a lot of intrigue. The 
officer corps assigned to the station will also be complex, representing more 
diverse species than on the Enterprise. There will be a shape-shifter or two. The 
Commander of DS9 had a wife who was killed by Locutus during the Borg attack, and 
the Commander was Captain of one of the starships destroyed by the Borg. Asa 
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result, the Commander doesn't like Capt. Picard, whom he blames. This will make 
for some tension whenever the Enterprise visits. 


As for up-coming episodes of TNG, Wil Wheaton will return in "First Duty” 
which is set in San Francisco at Starfleet Academy. There is some trouble 
involving Wesley, and Jean-Luc and Beverly visit the Academy. We will get to meet 
Boothby, the groundskeeper whom Picard remembers so well. Also, the 5th season 
finale this year will be a time travel story in which Data and Guinan will have a 
19th century adventure with Mark Twain. It will be a two-parter with the second 
part beginning the 6th season. Opening the floor to questions, the first one asked 
was why ST:DS9 was developed. Rick said the reasons were because ST:TNG was 
drawing to a close and because Brandon Tartikoff, President of Paramount, wanted 
it. Why does Guinan hate Q so much? Rick said we will find out more on the Sth 
season finale mentioned earlier. So far we know that the Borg destroyed Guinan's 
planet and that Q led the Borg to her people. Will there be a ST:TNG movie? Not 
until the series ends. More Dixon Hill stories? Yes. 


Why was the Ro character developed? The idea, Rick said, was to put an 
assertive woman on the bridge. Ro comes from a rough background, and we can expect 
some friction between her and the Captain. Will new sets be developed for next 
season? Yes, said Rick, you will see some new areas of the Enterprise next year 
that you haven't seen before. Also, Rick said he had good news for us: Paramount 
has made full budget commitments for a 7th season of ST:TNG. A fan then asked if 
ST:TNG is so successful, why does it ever have to end? Rick said it wouldn't end 
if it were being shown on network television, but ST:TNG is a syndicated series 
that's shown on independent TV stations throughout the country. The economics of 
syndicated shows dictate that they end after 5 seasons, or thereabouts. The reason 
is that the local TV stations do not want to continue paying the price of new 
episodes, rather they want the show to go into re-runs which is when they really 
begin to make money. Paramount has pre-empted some of this pressure because it 
sells stations new episodes at a relatively cheap price. They can afford to do so 
because Paramount withholds 6 minutes of advertising time from each episode, which 
it then sells to national advertisers, thus making up for Paramount the $1.5 
million or so it costs to produce each episode. This arrangement is what permitted 
a 6th, and now a 7th, season of ST:TNG to be made, but it can't go on forever. 

Rick then said good-bye to great applause. 


FINALE 


After Rick Berman left the stage, there was a minute of dead silence. This 
caused quite a stir in the audience because, up until now, one thing had followed 
another with immediate precision. Was someone not coming, not yet arrived, had an 
accident, taken sick?? The speculation was endless - one minute stretched to two 
and then on to five. There was a touch of hysteria in the air when finally, the 
house lights dimmed and the stage lights went up. The Top 8 trooped on stage, 
waving and smiling, and total frenzy broke loose...there is nothing quite like the 
sight of 10,000 flash cameras all going off at once! 


No new or particularly interesting questions were asked, no unknown 
information was forthcoming, and no one said anything that was eminently quotable. 
But the appearance wasn't really designed for that. Instead, this was an 
opportunity for the actors to bask in the warmth of their fans, and a chance for us 
to marvel at the sight: there they actually were, our favourites, in person, all 
together, on stage - unbelievable! It was a crystalline moment that made the trip, 
and the cost, all worthwhile. Would I do it again? You bet I would. 


AFTERGLOW 


FYI, Creation Conventions stages one big con each year. It is always held in 
Southern California to insure that the maximum number of stars, producers, 
directors, and other assorted personne! will attend. Next year’s biggie will be at 
the Pasadena Convention Center on April 2-4, 1993. Reserved seat ticket purchasers 
can actually choose their own seat if bought before the end of summer. Prices are 
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$145 - 185 for the three days. Write to me for details and a seating chart. For 
'93, Creation promises all the top stars from ST:TOS, ST:TNG, and ST:DS9! This 
will be a dream come true. So if you can plan ahead, I advise you to do so. See 
you in Pasadena! Rick's Log, Out. 


RRKRREREREKEEERERERERERE 


"EVERY GOOD BOY DESERVES FAVOUR 


(or Every Good Cast Deserves Applause) 
by Margaret Rainey 


"He has an identity crisis," announces the Doctor. ".... I can't remember his 
name ..." 


On February 15/16th 1992, several of the TNG cast came together in their first 
non-Trek joint venture on stage, performing in the Tom Stoppard play "Every Good 
Boy Deserves Favour", with the Garden Grove Symphony Orchestra of Orange County, 
California. 


This is an unusual piece of theatre - it has 6 characters and a symphony 
orchestra on stage, interweaving dialogue and melody. Written by Stoppard and 
Andre Previn, it was first performed on the London stage in 1977, with the LSO and 
a cast including Patrick Stewart in the role of the Doctor. In 1991, Patrick 
worked with the Garden Grove Symphony during the Orange County Festival of Britain 
(Orange County is in the south of greater L.A.) narrating Britten's "Young Person's 
Guide To The Orchestra", and when asked by them if there was anything else he'd 
like to do with them, he came up with the idea of reviving "EGBDF". He contacted 
Stoppard to get his approval, and when this was forthcoming, Patrick took up the 
mantle of Director for the production - his first venture into theatrical direction 
- and invited several of his fellow TNG cast members to fill out the other roles. 
Actors and Orchestra rehearsed their respective parts separately over several 
weeks, and came together on Feb 15th for the first of two performances, done as 
benefits for the Garden Grove Symphony (a semi-pro organisation, always in need of 
funds) and Amnesty International. 


Patrick felt it appropriate that Amnesty should benefit from these 
performances, as the subject matter of the play deals with prisoners in a Soviet 
gulag, and although the Soviet Union is no longer with us, there are still 
political prisoners all over the world. 


Joining Patrick in this production were Brent Spiner, Jonathan Frakes, Gates 
McFadden, Colm Meaney, and John Christian Graas - a child actor who played the 
blond boy in the TNG episode "Disaster". In the audience were a party of British 
Trekkers, comprising myself, Pat Mitchell, Frances Ball, Jacqui Scott, Avril 
Harker, and Anna & Janet Oliwa, all in the US on holiday, timing a tmp to coincide 
with "EGBDF" in L.A. and a convention in Atlanta the following weekend. 


The play deals with two prisoners in a Soviet mental hospital, both 
co-incidentally named Alexander Ivanov. They end up as cellmates. One is a 
genuine lunatic - played by Brent Spiner - who imagines he hears an orchestra, and 
is always conducting this mental music, to the consternation of the other man in 
the cell; this other Ivanov is a dissident - played by Jonathan Frakes - who has 
been put away for bucking the system, and has struck back by going on hunger strike 
several times. Patrick Stewart reprised his role as the Doctor in charge of the 
hospital, who is cynical of the system, but doesn't wish to rock the boat, and who 
tries to convince the Frakes character to recant and be rehabilitated, and to 
convince Spiner's character that he doesn't really have an orchestra in his head. 


The son of the dissident (John Christian Graas) is taught by his teacher 
(Gates McFadden) that his father was wrong to say the things he did, but the boy 
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doesn't understand, and starts to rebel against the system himself. Finally, a KGB 
Colonel (Colm Meaney) who is really the boss of the hospital, enters and provides a 


solution (wittingly or unwittingly, we're not sure) to the problem of the two 
Ivanovs. 


The play makes good use of the orchestra on stage, which comes in as the 
lunatic imagines he hears the music, and between set-pieces to provide atmosphere. 
A nice twist is that the Doctor really does play in an orchestra in his spare time, 
and the first 15 minutes of the piece is entirely music; at this point, one of the 
'Violinists' rises from his seat, glances at his watch, remonstrates with the 
conductor, and leaves for his office... and it's Patrick Stewart making his 
‘entrance’, from where he's been miming among the violins since the music began! 
This sets the 'Alice-in-Wonderland' tone for the whole performance, where we're 
never quite sure what is fantasy and what is reality. 


When Brent Spiner's lunatic begins to conduct, the orchestra chimes in; when 
he gets angry with his mental musicians, and tells then to "Go back to the 
tympani", the orchestra obliges. It's an unusual and effective piece, which 
although being about a serious subject, has a lot of good one-liners and a good 
deal of black humour to it. Spiner's role is perhaps the meatiest, and he provided 
the strongest performance, seeming genuinely maniacal in his tantrums about the 
music. Frakes also had a substantial part, and conveyed it well. The other roles 
are more peripheral, but were all well-played. Stewart strolled through the part 
of the Doctor with all the dry wit the lines called for; McFadden was an effective 
'schoolmarm'; young John Christian Grass was solid as the son; and although it 
might have been seen as a waste of Colm Meaney's time for all that he had to do, he 
was suitably menacing in his KGB uniform. 


It's hardly a challenging piece, apart from perhaps the two main roles of 
lunatic and dissident, but it was interesting to see the TNG cast working together 
in other roles, with different dynamics between them. The production made a few 
articles in the papers in both L.A. and Orange County, and had a reasonable review 
in the "LA Times", which I'm told is a tough ‘audience' to please. There are plans 
to take it 'on the road‘ in future, performing with any symphony orchestra in North 
America that is willing to take on the 'challenge’ of staging it. 


After the performance on the 16th, there was a charity reception/auction at a 
hotel in Anaheim, at which the members of the cast were present, and auctioned off 
various props and items associated with the production, as well as one or two other 
special items. Patrick, for example, auctioned off Picard's Romulan ears from 
'Unification' on behalf of Amnesty. They went for the surprisingly ‘low price of 
about $500 ... had this been a Trek auction, the price would have been at least 
twice that! 


A reporter from the Orange County Register, having heard that there were 
people present all the way from Britain, descended on our table, and proceeded to 
grill a couple of us about what we were doing there, and why we wore Trek fans. 
I'm pleased to say the resulting inclusion in a later article didn't fall into the 
pattern of the usual "spot-the-loony" journalism that seems to plague ST and its 
followers. It waS a reasonably balanced report of what the entire event was about, 
and merely made us seem a tad eccentric ... well, I suppose most of us are, by 
‘normal' standards! 


All in all, it was an entertaining evening, both show and auction, and allowed 
us a glimpse of TNG cast members that few Brits have (as yet) been privileged to 
see in the flesh. We went on in the remainder of our holiday to do other 'boring’ 
things, like being shown round the TNG sets by Patrick Stewart, and attending 
Vulkon in Atlanta .... 


But those are other stories...!!! 


KREKKKKEKRRKREKKKERRERE 
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STAR TREK VI - MISC 


by Janet Quarton 


THE LOST PROLOGUE 





There was a prologue to STVI which was scripted but never filmed for financial 
reasons. This has no connection with the prologue in the novel which is the 
author's own invention. According to Denny Martin Flinn, who co-wrote the script 
with Nicholas Meyer, "What I had done originally was give every one of the seven 
principle actors an entrance. The scenes demonstrated who these people were and 
what they did when they weren't on the Enterprise. They were either retired or 
rotated to R & R and it added some humanity and humour to the characters. I called 
it 'the round up.' It would have been a very effective sequence and we held onto 
it until the very last minute but Paramount was saying, 'We're going to discontinue 
pre-production unless you cut another million dollars out of the budget." 


The original screenplay opens much like the finished film, with the U.S.S. 
Excelsior encountering the remains of Praxis and Captain Sulu's ordering that all 
information be transmitted to Starfleet Command. From there, the film moves to 
Captain Kirk's apartment, where he and Carol Marcus are kissing. Between smooches, 
Kirk pours them each a glass of cognac. 

Carol: "Here's to a new beginning.” 

Kirk: "This sailor is in port for good." 

Carol: "Promise?" 

Kirk: "Take a look at my retirement pay if you don't believe me. I can 

ha:dly afford to cross the street." 

Then there is a knock at the door and Kirk is stunned to find that he has been 
called back to duty, but he has no choice. 

Carol: "But he’s retired... you're retired!" 


Within the shuttle Kirk checks out the status of his former crewmates and 


learns that all but Sulu are retired. He also discovers that Spock's status is 
classified. 


The film shifts to a hangar which displays the Klingon Bird of Prey ‘acquired’ 
in ST III. Scotty is delivering a lecture to a group of cadets. 

Scott: "Now this little item is the most valued piece of Klingon hardware ever 

to come our way. Obviously, we would have preferred a Klingon crew to 
have defected with a complete spacecraft - but since Klingons don't 
defect, we'll take what we can get.” 

He's queried as to whether or not the Federation had figured out what makes 
the cloaking device work, but Scotty responds that they haven't, adding that the 
person who does will undoubtedly be made Admiral of the Fleet. Kirk and the 
courier arrive, have a brief discussion with Scotty, and they all depart. 


Shortly thereafter, Dr. Leonard 'Bones" McCoy is shown at a posh dinner party, 
where various physicians are discussing their cases. One is particularly shocked 
that a woman actually had the nerve to ask for a house call. McCoy, very drunk, 
interrupts with a loud belch: 

McCoy: "I'm just an old ship's surgeon, but I can't help thinking as I've sat 

here listening tonight... that a more self-serving, self-involved 
sample of the medical community, I hope never to meet with again. So, 
if you'll excuse me..." 

Bones rises and crosses through the door, only to find Kirk and the courier 
standing there. He stares at the courier's palm, noting: 

McCoy: "I don't know who you are, but your timing's perfect." 


Cut to a chess club, where a totally bewildered Chekov is losing money - big 
time - to his opponent. Kirk sits down across from him, noting: 
Kirk: “Mr. Chekov, he knew perfectly well you were playing the Kolchinsky 
Gambit. How are you?" 
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Chekov: "Bored." 

Kirk: "Then I'm your fairy godfather." 

Chekov: "Captain, why do you say he knew I was playing the Kolchinsky Gambit?" 

Kirk: "Never play chess with a full Betazoid, Mr. Chekov. Don't you know? 
They're mind readers." 

Chekov: "I was wobbed!" 


Uhura is on radio station UFP taking calls from various planets, including 
Mars and Vulcan. It's quite obvious that she's also bored, until she look up to 
see Kirk and the courier. 

Uhura: "How much do I owe you?" 


From there, the script moves to the Starfleet Briefing Room, where the story 
unfolds as it does in the film. 


Director/co-writer Nicholas Meyer is sorry that this particular opening was 
cut. "I loved it and didn't want to lose it, but we just couldn't afford it," he 
admits. 


Janet - these scenes partially fit in with the Briefing Room scene but not 
with Kirk's line about this crew standing down in 3 months. I suspect this was 
added in later. 


The above is taken from Starlog 177 and Cinefantastique April 1992. 
Kirk's line to Spock - "Let them die!" 


According to William Shatner in a television interview, after he said this line, by 
his actions he denied what he nad just said. He said he was surprised that this 
denial edited out. 


The Battle Between the Enterprise and the Romulan Bird of Prey 


One of my niggles with STVI is the way the Enterprise is physically damaged 
while her shields are still up. While watching the film for the sixth time I came 
to the conclusion that the special effects do not fit in with the live action 
scenes. 


Please note that I'm working from memory here as I don't have access to the 
film. 


According to the live action footage the battle goes pretty much the same as 
normal with the Enterprise and her crew being shaken around, some wiring shorting 
etc. Scotty says that they are taking a battering but that is all. However, 
according to the special effects, the first hit scars the Enterprise's hull and 
after subsequent hits at least two holes appear in the outer hull. No mention is 
made of this by the crew. 


Later someone says that the shields are failing and it is after this that the 
photon torpedo goes straight through the primary hull, and Spock says to McCoy that 
the hull has been breached. 


It is my opinion that the Enterprise's hull should not have been damaged until 
that point in the story and that the previous damage was only added in because 
Nicholas Meyer doesn't believe the audience can accept a space battle without the 
ship having holes knocked in her. 


While on the subject of special effects does anyone else think that the scene 
at the beginning of the film where the Excelsior hit the wave front was over-done? 
I think that if she had hit it with the force shown she would have broken her back. 


KKKEREREKKEEERKARRERER 
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STAR TREK VI - THE UNDISCOVERED... KITCHEN 


by Waltraud Zucha-Glass 


Where are the merry times when everybody was happily chewing red-green-blue- 
yellow cubes? When coffee was served in plastic cups, the captain asked for turkey 
made of synthetic meat loaf, the food processor produced everything you wanted, 
including chicken soup? Starfleet has become decadent, I see. Now we have a chef 
on board, who with his own hands prepares real food which is later served on 
porcelain plates; Captain Sulu drinks his tea from egg-sheil china (and how I would 
love to have a set of them!) The disadvantage of the latter, however, is obvious; 
as soon as the bridge crew is thrown about the bridge like in the good old times, 
everyone risks cutting vital parts of their anatomy on the precious fragments. 

Plastic cups are safer, gentlemen! 


Ever since that remarkable day when Nurse Chapel prepared plomeek soup for 
everybody's favourite Vulcan, we knew that there had to be a kitchen on board the 
Enterprise, or at least a lab which you could misuse as a kitchen. But now we have 
seen it, the inner sanctum of the Enterprise; they do indeed have a kitchen. Not 
just a food processor, but a real life kitchen just as we all know it, with 
beautiful metal pots, saucepans, microwave, big spoons, ladles and a lot more 
specialised tools my dictionary refuses to give a translation for. The housewives 
among us should have felt at home immediately - and maybe that's what Nick Meyer 
wanted; to give us housewives something to identify with. Didn't that pot Valeris 
shot at look exactly like my own? 


Just lic my kitchen, only bigger... and this kitchen should preduce enough 
ised for mere than {00 people? A spaghetti pot like the one Valeris destroyed can 
serve 5 people maximum (6, if all are modest eaters) with spaghetti, so it would 
take quite some time to feed the crew. Therefore we can assume that there are 
several kitchens like the one we saw, maybe one for each section. Probably they 
even hold cocking contests... Don't ask me about the personnel necessary to 
maintain it, or the amount of raw materials they are going to need during a long 
mission! 


Just like my kitchen, I said - except for the weapons, of course! Now why on 
Earth do the Enterprise kitchen drawers contain phasers? For a surprise attack of 
tribbles? And what exactly does this phaser do? Valeris shoots the pot without 
‘authorisation’ (obviously she didn't ask the chef before using it), barely missing 
two innocent kitchen helps (one of whom was trying to stir stiff mashed potatoes 
with a whisk, poor boy). What happens? The alert is sounded, the pot disappears, 
the contents remain standing as well as the whisk. Let's forget for the moment 
about the idiocy of shooting a pot, endangering Starfleet personnel doing their 
duty, risking spilling the contents all over the place - what if it had been soup? 

I hope the chef would have made Valeris clean the place with her own hands... 
Anyway, the real mystery is the phaser. Why does it make the not disappear? At 
first I thought that it was constructed to destroy inorganic material only, but then 
the whisk should have disappeared as well. An inorganic kitchen phaser would also 
be useless against the biggest menace to any kitchen, a horde of tribbles. 
Therefore I would iike to propose the theory that Valeries is handling a so-called 
‘peeling phaser’, which is mainly used to peel potatoes, hard-boiled eggs, 
cucumbers, Kafirian apples and even to pluck chickens, turkeys, etc. This is going 
to be the biggest hit of the 23rd century - no more hours spent peeling potatoes; 
all it takes is a phaser shot, and zap! peeled potatoes! The most sensational 
invention since the automatic dishwasher came along - and I gladly ieave it to our 
more technically minded readers to explain exactly how a peeling phaser works. 
However, it's nice to see that among all these technological miracles, people still 
have to cut their salad and cabbage with their own hands. 


A word about the Enterprise's chef; obviously the man/woman/being knows his/ 
her/its art, for what we get to see (but fortunately not to taste) looks very 
artistically assembled, all blue in blue. No wonder they had to serve Romulan ale - 
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the colour of the drink had to match the colour of the food and the porcelain 
plates. Even the spaghetti is blue... which reminds me. Why on Earth is Uhura 
complaining about Klingon table manners? If blue spaghetti is a Klingon dish, then 
the poor man had every right to eat it in his traditional way. Viennese fried 
chicken is traditionally handled with one's fingers, even in the most noble 
restaurant! If, on the other hand, this dish is a new variation of our spaghetti 
(spaghetti alla birra Romulana, maybe?) then Valeris must have had a hand in 
planning the menu. It's simply unfair to treat unsuspecting Klingons with a dish 
even we Terrans often have trouble with. It takes some practise to eat spaghetti 
the traditional] Italian way, with a fork only. No wonder the Klingon chose the 
most practical approach! Besides, he didn't commit the faux pas of taking a knife 


to it, which would seem to be a more Klingon-like solution! Klingon table manners 
are still intact! 


All things considered, the Enterprise has once more proved herself the best 
ship of the fleet - down to the kitchen. The NCC-1701-A might be the only Starship 
to roam the galaxy with a five-star restaurant on board! 


REKKEKEKRERREEREREKRR 


STAR TREK PHASE ITI 
The second television series 


by Chris Roberts 


Three years after the end of the first series, rumours were spreading around 
meny conventions concerning a new live-action Star Trek production. 


The executives at Paramount Pictures were uncertain how they were to bring 
Star Trek back. The main choice for this was split between doing either a motion 
picture or making a new series for television. The second series was to become a 
proposed fourth television network's primary series and so sets were constructed 
(which were later used for TMP, TWOK & TSFS). 


Many writers, including Ray Bradbury, Francis Ford Coppola (who was considered 
to direct a movie) George Lucas (before his success with Star Wars) submitted 
ideas. The original cast signed on for the second five-year mission, with the 
exception of Leonard Nimoy. It was perhaps the fact that Nimoy's character was not 
going to appear which doomed the series from the start. 


Here is an excerpt from the Writers'/Directors' Guide for STAR TREK II of 
which parts are found within the pages of the Star Trek Compendium (Allan 
Asherman): 


"Following its first mission, the Enterprise has been completely refit... the 
details of the vessel... are vastly more sophisticated... To command this second 
five-year mission, Captain James T. Kirk has refused an Admiral's star and managed 
to recruit many of the original crew. 


"An exception to this is Mr. Spock, who has returned in high honour to Vulcan 
to head the Science Academy there. In fact, all of our original crew have found 
themselves to be very nearly legends in their own time... " 


Many Titan novels have been written about the second five-year mission such as 
the Lost Years series including A Flag Full of Stars, Home is the Hunter and Black 
Fire. All of these stories dealt with this missing part of Star Trek's history. 


To replace Spock, a young Vulcan named Xon was assigned as the new Science 
Officer. First Officer of the Enterprise is Commander Will Decker (son of 
Commodore Matthew Decker from the Classic Trek episode entitled The Doomsday 
Machine). He is similar to Kirk, and would rather die than fail his Captain. 
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Kirk is training this young man for his own command some day. The 
relationship between the two would evolve into the same as the one established 
between Captain Picard and First Officer Riker in The Next Generation. 


Decker is also found to have a strong relationship with the ship's navigator, 
Lt. Ilia (similarities to TNG here as well - example, Riker and Troi.) 


Considering now that they chose to produce a film, maybe a series would have 
been better. However, the motion picture does have its good points - the special 
effects for one; but after researching for information on the unproduced series 
from the Starlog magazines and the Star Trek Compendium, I would like to share with 
you the episode guide to the missing and never filmed season. 


STAR TREK Phase Il 
IN THY IMAGE - Teleplay: Harold Livingstone. Story: Alan Dean Foster 


Essentially the same plot as ST:TMP, without the presence of Spock and the 
‘deaths' of Decker and Ilia at the end. In Thy Image was originally designed to be 
the two-hour premiere episode of Star Trek II. With the inclusion of Xon, a new 
plot was developed which involved Kirk's prejudice against the new Science Officer. 


In my opinion, this story was not the best to adapt into the first motion 
picture. 


THE CHILD - Written: Jon Povill & Jaron Summers 


The Enterprise passes through a mysterious cloud and a form of energy 
penetrates the starship's hull. It then proceeds to impregnate Lt. tha. ‘this 
story was adapted for TNG's second season and centred on Deanna Troi. 


THE SAVAGE SYNDROME - Written: Margaret Armen & Alf Harris 


Finding a derelict vessel in orbit around a lifeless planet, Decker, McCoy and 
Ilia beam over to find that the crew had killed each other in many different savage 
ways. Meanwhile, a space mine approaches the Enterprise and detonates on contact, 
unleashing energy that transforms the crew into savages. The trio returns and 
attempts to reverse the mine's effects. This story, like the original series' The 
Naked Time, is a shipboard story. 


PRACTICE IN WALKING - Script: Richard Bach 


The Enterprise encounters a sleeper ship with only a single passenger. 
Scotty, Decker and Sulu beam over to investigate and discover a woman in suspended 
animation. Scotty accidentally touches a control panel and the away team 
disappears, only to reawaken in ancient Scotland. Here they meet the same woman 
from the sleeper ship and find themselves protecting her from the mobs who claim 
she is a witch. This story has some similarities to the novel Home is tne Hunter. 


TO ATTAIN THE ALL - Script: Norman Spinrad (Doomsday Machine) 

Trapped in another dimension, the Enterprise is boarded by a blue-skinned 
alien who refers to himself as 'The Prince’. He teils Kirk that if his crew are 
proved worthy, mankind will receive the ultimate gift. The Captain decides that 
Decker and Xon would better represent their species. 


THE PRISONER - Script: James Menzies 


The bridge crew is shocked when the image of Albert Einstein appears on the 
main viewscreen, requesting help from anybody nearby. 


While Kirk doesn't believe that he is truly speaking to the real person, he 
has a course laid in for the source of the transmission. 
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While in orbit, the Enterprise beams eboard six famous and histcric scientists 
from Earth's past, but Xon is quick to discern that they are only at 
itusion and they have been caught in a trap. 


Kirk orders the ship to leave orbit, but they cannot. Beaming down to the 
planet, the Captain comes face to face with Logos, a god-like being {possibiy a 
member of the Q Continuum?). What follows is 4 deadly battle of wits with the 
Enterprise crew's lives in the balance. 


this plot seems to be a mixture oF sucn vuricinal scisodes 
Cothos and The Savage Curtain {and even has simuiarites to 





TOMORROW AND THE STARS - Written: Larry Alexander 


A transporter malfunction sends Kirk back in time to Pearl Harbour, 194) - 
mere days before the Japanese attack. At first he appears in a ghost-iike state 
but with time he solidifies, while Scotty and Xon attempt to ‘yank’ him back. 


DEVIL'S DUE - Written: William Lansford 


This story was adapted for TNG's fourth season, in which Picard meets ‘the 
devil’. (1 had better not spoil it for the people who have not seen it yeti. 


DEADLOCK ~ Written: David Ambrose 


The Enterprise partakes in war game activities but nothing is what :t seems. 
The 'game' culminates with a very real near battle to the death between the 
starship and the ‘orbiting’ Starbase 7. 


When beaming over to tne starbase, Kirk, Decker, McCoy and don discover wnat 
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key Starfleet personnel have been replaced by shape-changing aliens. 
KITUMBA - Written: John Meredith Lucas 


The Enterprise is sent on a potential suicide mission to the Kiingon nomewor.d 
in order to prevent an intergalactic war. Aided by a warricr named K'sia, who 
doesn't believe that either side could survive such a battle, they make their way 
safely to the planet's surface, where they encounter the leader of the Klingon 
people, the Kitumba; a mere child destined for greatness. 


Kirk does his best to convince the Kitumba that an invasion of Federation 
space would be disastrous for both sides. The Captain seems to be winning the 
youth's trust, but it quickly becomes apparent that there is no clear-cut way to 
end the potential war. The Kitumba and now the Enterprise crew are in the midst of 
a power struggle. 


I think this would have made an excellent two-part cliff-hanger episode. 
indeed, tne TNG episode Redemption is quite similar. 


The STAR TREK II TV series had perished before it ever got a chance to truly 
live. In March 1978 it was announced that production on ST:TMP had commenced - and 
we must never forget that if it had never been made, Star Trek would never have 
been revived and arguably The Next Generaticn would never have been made. 


References: 

The Star Trek Compendium Ch. 12 (Titan Beoks) 
Starlog Magazine No. 136, November 1988 

TV Zone: Seventies Special 
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KIRK V PICARD 


by Kathleen Glancy 
This is an answer to Edwin Yau's article in N/L 21. 


Odd that Edwin should fix on The Apple as an episode where Kirk maybe 
shouldn't have violated the Prime Directive. D C Comics had a couple of issues 
where they went back and found a fearful mess on the planet, solved cnly when 
Spock, at considerable danger to himself, reactivated Vael. In A Private Little 
War, however, Kirk's mistake has been in confiding in Tyree all those years ago, 
and even that didn't do more than aggravate a bad situation. He realiy had little 
choice but to interfere there, as the alternative was to allow the Klingons free 
rein, and he must have consulted Starfleet and got their consent to continue the 
supply of weapons - they would in fact need to take that over, as he would be 
moving on. 


If you will pardon my saying so, Edwin, your article might have been better 
titled "Why I Think Kirk is a Better Captain than Picard". It was well written, 
but I got the feeling the dice were loaded in Kirk's favour. Maybe a completely 
objective assessment would be possible only if written by someone who liked both 
Captains equally, or disliked them equally, or was indifferent to both. You were 
at least willing to concede that Kirk may have made mistakes, which is more than 
some of his fans are. 


I wonder, for an example of an argument of a case where Picard might do better 
than Kirk, how Picard would have handled Space Seed? I regard Kirk's handling of 
this situation as his worst error of judgement ever - moved by what I can oniy 
assume was fellow-feeling for another individualist (ahha! gotcha - you though I 
was going to say egoist) he let a group of dangerous criminals loose and didn't 
Dpother to tell anyone he'd done it. (He can't have, or Starfleet would have been 
watching the planet and noticed when its neighbour blew up.) Picard, I think, 
would have returned them all to Earth for rehabilitation treatment - they had all 
been guilty of crimes, almost certainly including murder on which there is no 
statute of limitation. 


KXKREREKREERERERRRERER 


THE HIGH GROUND 
(A Northern Ireland Viewpoint) 


by Jeremy Brigg 


Captain's Log Stardate 13510.7 : The Enterprise has put in at Rutia IV to 
deliver medical supplies following an outbreak of violent protests. Although 
non-aligned, the planet has enjoyed a long trading relationship with the 
Federation. Now a generation of peace has ended with terrorist attacks by NSata 
separatists who are demanding autonomy for their homeland on the western 
continent. Recreational shore level has been prohibited and all Away Teams have 
been instructed to beam down armed. 


Dr Crusher, Data and Worf witness an explosion in a public area on the 
planet. Despite warnings, the Doctor attends the injured and refuses to return to 
the safety of the Enterprise. An armed man appears in a flash of light, grabs her 
and they both disappear before Data and Worf can intervene. 


The terrorist leader, Kyril Finn, needs a doctor to care for the sick and 
dying in his underground headquarters. Their DNA has been warped by multiple uses 
of the Inverter, the terrorist transporter device, which has given them the edge 
against Rutian security but is slowly killing its users. 
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On the ship, Data, Geordi and Wesley attempt to understand and trace the 
Inverter transporter, while on the planet Riker is briefed on the security 
situation by the Director of the Rutian Security Force. Against her advice, he 
sends a message to Finn to say that the Federation will negotiate for Beverly's 
release. Finn however believes that the Federation has taken sides against him. 
Terrorists use the Inverter to transport to the Enterprise where they shoot 
unsuspecting crew members and place a bomb in engineering; this is beamed into 
space with only seconds to spare. Finn and a colleague appear on the Bridge, Worf 
is shot and when Picard pins Finn to the deck, both he and Finn are transported 
back to the planet. 


Finn later returns to the ship to deliver his ultimatum, but on returning to 
his base his transport is traced and an Away Team, including Riker, Worf and the 
Security Director, beams directly into the underground base where they destroy its 
generator. In the resulting confusion Finn prepares to shoot Picard, but the 
Director kills him first, an imperfect solution for an imperfect world. A young 
boy pulls a gun on the Director, but Beverly persuades him to hand it over. 


DIRECTOR : It never ends. 


RIKER : He could have killed you but he didn't. Maybe the end begins with one 
boy putting down his gun. 


Most fans already knew that this episode would probably be an awkward one for 
the BBC to screen. It dealt with terrorism and contained a very obvious line 
referring to the unification of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. This 
takes place in a discussion between Picard and Data on the success of terrorism. 


DATA :I1 have been reviewing the history of armed rebellion and it appears that 
terrorism is an effective way to promote political change. 


PICARD : Yes it can be, but I have never subscribed to the theory that political 
power flows from the barrel of a gun. 


DATA =: Yet there are numerous examples when it was successful. The independence 
of the Mexican state from Spain, the Irish unification of 2024 and the 
Kenzy rebellion. 


PICARD : Yes, I am aware of them. 


DATA’ : Then would it be accurate to say that terrorism is acceptable when all 
other options for peaceful settlement have been foreclosed? 


PICARD : Data, these are questions that mankind has been struggling with throughout 
history. Your confusion is...only human. 


Earlier in the episode Picard says to Troi, "History shows us that strength 
may be useless when faced with terrorism." So was the general storyline and these 
comments in particular enough to ban the episode? After all, if these comments 
were removed couldn't the terrorists just as easily represent ETA, the Basque 
separatists in Northern Spain, as the Provisional IRA? I don't think so. Closer 
examination of the episode reveals background information on the terrorist 
situation on Rutia IV having many parallels with the Troubles in Northern Ireland. 


No doubt the production office at Paramount would have considered the script 
closely before allowing it to go before the cameras, but would they, without an in 
depth knowledge of Northern Ireland, have picked up on the less obvious 
references? Most occur between Riker and the Security Director. She is from the 
eastern continent, while the story is set in the disputed area of the western 
continent - Ireland being the western isiand in the British Isles, while Great 
Britain is the eastern, and the majority of senior security figures in Northern 
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Ireland are from other parts of the United Kingdom. She states at the same time 
that she would rather be in her own country - on an apparently unified planet with 
presumably a single government for the Federation to deal with? She believes that 
the NSata organisation consists of some 200 members, while the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary believe that there are between 150 and 200 active IRA members. When 
the Director first took the position, the NSata destroyed a shuttlebus killing 

sixty schoolchildren. They claimed that it was a mistake, a regular claim by Sinn 
Fein when the IRA murder someone they didn't intend to target. "As if that made 
everything all right", says the Director. Finally there is the quote “seventy 

years ago we denied them their independence; that gave them a noble cause. Now its 
just an excuse for more violence." Surely it is more than a coincidence that the 
Irish rebellion and the eventual division of the island into Northern Ireland and 

the Republic of Ireland, which planted the seeds of the Troubles, was some seventy 
years before the episode originally aired? 


So was the BBC justified not to screen The High Ground? In my view they were. 
The murder gangs in Northern Ireland, whether they claim to be Catholic or 
Protestant, are not a subject to be taken lightly for family entertainment. While 
in no way does the episode glorify the terrorists and does not refer to the IRA 
overtly, it seems apparent that the writer was alluding to them, probably without 
the production team's knowledge. Which is a pity, because it is a better than 


average episode which does not deserve such background information to overshadow 
it. 


KIKKKKEEERERERERREKKER 


BOOK & VIDEO REVTEWS 


THE DISINHERITED by Peter David, Jan Michael Friedman & Robert Greenberger 
Focket 59 $4.99 Titan 
Feviewed by Sheila Clark 


Several Federation colonies have been attacked by a brutal enemy which has 
left total devastation behind, and in at least one case, no survivors. The 
Enterprise visits a nearby planet, Parathu'ul, which has re~applied for Federation 
membership - a previous application had been turned down flat because of its 
oppressive regime. Kirk suspects that the raiders might have come from there. 
However, there is no sign that this is the case. 


Meanwhile, Uhura has been temporarily assigned to the Lexington, which is on a 
diplomatic mission to Rithrim, where the Federation wants to build an observatory. 
The Rithrim also want help; volcanic action is threatening an important cultural 
centre, which cannot be resited. Uhura is there because the Rithrim emphasise 
their spoken language with signs and she is needed to translate this. 


This book appears to be set between the first and second seasons of Classic 
Trek. Chekov has recently joined the ship and is still finding his feet; it seems 
that whatever he tries to do, he makes a mess of it. This sub-plot runs right 
through the book. Another sub-plot concerns the regular Communications Officer of 
the Lexington. 


Although the story consists of two apparently separate main plots as well as 
the sub-plots, there is a link. Most of the other books that have followed two (or 
more) lines have seemed jumpy, but for some reason this one manages to move 


smoothly; the shifts from the Enterprise to the Lexington and back are accomplished 
naturally. 


I was not entirely satisfied with the resolution, which I felt left something 
or a problem still to come. However, i realise that given the situation presented, 
it would be almost impossible to resolve everything completely satisfactorily. 9 
out of 10. 
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CHAINS OF COMMAND by Bill McCay & Eloise Flood Pocket & Titan TNG21 $4.99 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 





While exploring a remote sector, the Enterprise finds several planets that 
have been totally devastated. On one of them, however, they find a group of 
Humans. It transpires that the Humans are split into two groups - slaves and 
overseers. The slaves are rebellious, hating the overseers who collaborate with a 
race of avians, the Tseetsk, who because of overpopulation on their home planet are 
wanting other worlds terraformed. 


There is a lot more to the plot than the above resume covers. At first sight 
it is a story of black versus white (ie bad versus good); in fact it consists 
mostly of shades of grey. This is real Star Trek, where everyone, even the 
apparent villains, has a valid motive. I read it at a sitting and enjoyed it, 
although I have to admit that, while I could remember the main plot, within a few 
days I had forgotten most of the finer details, which unfortunately puts it (for 
me} in among the books of average quality, albeit high average. 


Reviewed by Robin Law 


The problem with this book is that it is exceedingly ordinary. The plot is 
one we've all read before. The elements of the story which would have made it more 
interesting go unexplored. It just drifts along. 


Even a weak plot is forgiven if there is some interesting character 
development. Aside from an appearance of Dr. Selar and a large role for Doctor 
Crusher to play there is nothing of interest in this department either. No Wesley, 
no Guinan and Data and Geordi reduced to bit players. 


I didn't like this book - maybe I'm hard to piease. 
REUNION (TNG hardback) by Michael Jan Friedman. Reviewed by Lloyd Lewis 


I must admit to being one of the most uncritical of readers. If the facts are 
right then I am perfectly willing to leave the rest up to the author. In the case 
of this book however I have to make an exception. The book locks lovely on the 
shelf and is well bound. I was quite deeply into the book before I realised that 1 
couldn't care less who the assailant was, reading it was hard work and on the whole 
I’d rather be propping up the bar in the local. Read on, dear heart. 


The story itself is one dimensional. Surviving members of the crew of the 
Stargazer are gathered on the Enterprise as an honour guard for a former crewmate, 
now Captain Morgen, who is returning home to Daa'vit as its hereditary leader. 


Fifteen years ago a Federation officer was implicated in an assassination 
attempt on Morgen's life, and stab me vitals if it don't start all over again once 
they're all on the Enterprise. 


On rereading the book another twice the problems became apparent. The book is 
littered with excellent characterisations of both ST:TNG and Friedman's own 
characters. There is humour and action but no suspense. Concentrating as he does 
on the mechanism of the story the author has failed to give it a soul. The 
constant precise references to timescales draw the readers mind and concentration 
away from the plot. At one time I thought that he'd proved that Jack Crusher 
couldn't be Wesley's father, but 1 was too involved in mental arithmetic instead of 
following the story. 


His characters don't speak, they smile, grunt, shrug or chuckle. A reception 
is organised for 0800 in the evening! People are able to walk up to a Klingon 
trained killer without her noticing until she's tapped on the shoulder. A two 
level program (page 89) not surprisingly has three levels (pages 95 & 103). Not 
enough lifeboats and shuttles (including the Captain's yacht) to evacuate the ship? 
Don't let's mention O'Brien. Not a professional showing. 
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All in all, don't buy it in hardback, that way you save more money than not 
buying it in paperback. 


Reviewed by Jenny Turner 


This bcoks is the story of Morgan, who is to be transported by the Enterprise 
to his home world of Daa'vit to be the new leader or his people. He isn't too 
pieased, as he has to give up his captaincy to do this. He has to have a 
hand-picked honour guard with him. Also coming om beard are Picard's old crew from 
the Stargazer. I loved the names of the crew - Ben Zoma, Cadwallader, Simeon anc 
Greyhorse! After a while things begin to happen, the holodeck goes haywire and 
there is an attempted murder. Someone obviously doesn't want Morgan to arrive at 
his destination! There is quite a lot going on, and I was surprised at the ending 
when the culprit is discovered. I enjoyed it. I don't usually buy hardbacked 
books, but this was an exception. Buy this book! 


THE MAKING OF THE NEXT GENERATION by Edward Gross Pioneer $14.95 
Reviewed by Sheila Clark 





I've found all the previous “Making of... " books interesting and informative, 
so when I saw this one I grabbed it. Perhaps, on seeing who wrote it, I should 
have known better. Everything else of Mr. Gross's I have read has been what i can 
only term very subjective, and - unlike all the other "Making of... " books, 
including Ms. Shatner's - so is this. 


It actually tells very little about the actual making of the series. Written 
around the end of season one and possibly checked/revised during season two, it 
gives a resume of the first season episodes along with, in many cases, a further 
rasume of the original plot outline as submitted along with Mr. Gross's personal 
opinion of which is the better, more dramatic, presentation. 


The book finishes with an in-depth resume of several stories that were 
submitted but not used, including - at considerable length - the one by David 
Gerrold that dealt with gay crewmembers. 


We have always known that most stories submitted undergo changes before being 
filmed, to the point, sometimes, of changing it quite drastically. The book is 
interesting from the point of seeing what changes were made to certain episodes; 
but having said that, I don't think it's worth the money. 


THE HISTORY OF TREK by James van Hise Pioneer $14.95. Reviewed by Sheila Clark 





In a way this book is badly named. I thought it would be a 'history' of the 
production of Trek; instead, it simply resumes most of the 79 episodes of Classic 
Trek, the animated series, the first 5 movies, and the first 100 TNG episodes, 
along with giving some biographical data on the various actors. Mr. van Hise has 
remained reasonably objective, with the result that this book reads more factually 
than The Making of the Next Generation. For someone wanting a short resume of the 
various episodes it's also far better value than The Making of the Next 
Generation. I would, however, hesitate to say that it is worth $15. 


STAR TREK - THE MAKING OF THE TV SERIES by Stephen Whitfield Titan £5.99 
Reviewed by Ronald Reid 








This was written by Stephen E Whitfield with contributions from Gene 
Roddenberry, these being mostly in the form of quotes and memos to other members of 
the Star Trek production crew. It details the time and effort that Gene and his 
staff put into preparing Star Trek for the NBC-TV network from the pilot episode, 

The Cage (only to be told that it was too cerebral) to the end of season 
two, beginning of seascen three. 


It contains details of the ‘fight' Gene and his staff had with the TV networks 
to get Star Trek aired, plans and drawings of the Enterprise (externai and 
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internal), shooting schedules, a run down of seasons | and 2 including guest list 
and a biography of the ship and her crew, including numerous photographs. 


Most of the book comprises memos from various members of the production staff 
to each other regarding items that were required to be sorted out. Some of those 
memos were hysterical; one of these was for the footage of the slave gir! from The 
Cage. She was painted green and the scene filmed, but when the film was processed 
and returned the girl was pink; they tried a further twice and made her greener 
each time, but on each occasion when the film was processed she appeared pink 
again. It transpired that the processor had thought there had been a fault on the 
film and had doctored the film so that she would appear pink. 


You also learn a lot about the characters from the series and aiso about Gene 
himself and the amount he had to do to get the networks to listen to him. Without 


his dedication and foresight the phenomenon that is Star Trek would never have 
reached fruition. 


I thoroughly enjoyed this book, and learned some fascinating details about 
Star Trek which I never knew about. I am sure that should anyone buy this book 
they will not be disappointed with it. 


The book is published by Titan and is a reprint of one of the first books ever 
written about the series. It is priced at £5.99 and is certainly well worth the 
money. 


THE OFFICIAL ST:TNG TECHNICAL JOURNAL Starlog £3.95. Reviewed by Edward Woo. 





This 84-page magazine gives a general outline to some of the technical aspects 
of TNG. It goes into a bit of detail and consists mainly of colour pictures, 
diagrams and blueprints. It does have some written explanations with 2 pull-out 
pages. 


The magazine is brightly coloured and contains 9 sections; UFP, Starfleet, 
Enterprise layout, Uniforms, Medical, Personal equipment, Galaxy Class ships, 
Defensive arms & Other alien cultures. It is obvious that this journal is aimed at 
the younger TNG reader interested in pictures and a little more background 
knowledge of the technology of ST. 


For the more serious reader, the TNG Technical Manual is the more 
comprehensive guide. There is also a ST:TNG Officers' Manual, mainly for the ST 
role playing game, and the ST:TNG Writers' Technical Guide. The second one was for 
the writers of ST at Paramount, to give them a technical base of what has been 
achieved for their stories. This is now superseded by the Technical Manual. 


ST:TNG TECHNICAL MANUAL by R Sternback & M Okuda _ Boxtree 1992. 
Reviewed by Edward Woo 





I had been waiting for this manual for over 6 months since first hearing about 
it at UFP Con '91. I finally got my copy in November '91. I was very pleased with 
its cover and contents. 


It's a very comprehensive book and written with great depth and bits of humour 
spnnkled in. (The paper quality is not as good as the original ST Technical 
Manual, which had stiffer pages and was printed on only one side.) 


I enjoyed the small footnotes, which gave information about Star Trek 
generally. One footnote described how Patrick Stewart asked how warp engines work. 


Another was a most unusual sticker on the medical status indicators, which can't be 
read on TV. 


Its technical content is very detailed. It can be a bit heavy as there are 
fewer diagrams compared to the Classic Trek manual. For the average ST reader, 
selected reading is best; for those who are technically minded it is a must. 
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I found the black diagrams the most useful items, especially how different areas of 
the ship were related. The transporter chapter has a detailed time sequence of 
operation. I was particularly interested in the command systems chapter, 

especially about what was being shown on the display panels. The warp drive and 
impulse engine systems are the heart of the book, and you can easily bury yourself 
in the workings of matter and antimatter. 


It is best to read the book section by section otherwise you could get lost. Don't 
hurry! 


For technical reality, it does follow similar lines to Mr Scott's Guide to the 
Enterprise, TNG Officers Manual and The Line Officers Manual. It's a natural 
progression of Star Trek. No doubt the TNG Manual will be a collectors’ item in 20 
years' time - just like the original one. 

Might we also get a ST:DS9 Technical Manual in a few years’ time? 


COMPUTER GAMES 


STAR TREK: THE S.E.U.C.K. GAME reviewed by Colin Mackay 





Computer, Amiga (will run under WB 2.0): Screen, either PAL or NTSC: Language, 
Shoot 'Em Up Construction Kit: Author, Terry Johnston (USA): Source, "Miami 
Amigos (7-90)", from Crazy Joe's, 145 Effingham St, Rotherham, S65 1BL, tel (0709) 
829286, Catalogue No. 1656: Price £1.25 + $5 (registration, if you like it). 


This game is written for the Commodore Amiga using S.E.U.C.K., a program 
designed to create "shoot 'em up" games. I did not have an Amiga in November 1989 
‘when the game was written) but I have been told that S.E.U.C.K. games at the time 


were the “in thing". However, many people have become weary of the amazing 
similarity of ALL S.E.U.C.K. games. 


What is the game like? Well, if you have seen S.E.U.C.K. games before, you 
will know. If you have not - the game loads up and a bold screen with the words 
STAR TREK in large yellow writing takes up about two thirds of the screen and a 
phaser beam crosses the screen. When you get into the actual game you control the 
Enterprise with unlimited weapons, and you use the joystick to move the ship, but 
it moves too fast when you need a slow movement and too slow when you need a quick 
movement, 


You ar€ required to destroy all the enemy vessels, and for some reason you get 
bonus points when you hit what seems to be the moons of some planets. Your 
opponents are Klingons (mainly) and Romulans, and their movement in some places 
seems to be almost suicidal (the Enterprise approaches them at impulse speed and 
they just sit there firing a photon torpedo every second or so). 


As S.E.U.C.K. games go this is one of the better ones, especially if you like 
“shoot 'em up" type games. However, I have never seen the Enterprise as a ship 
designed to blow up every Klingon and Romulan vessel in sight, so I do not think I 
could give it a very high rating for keeping close to the ST format. Although the 
graphics are quite good and when you get bonus points a couple of bars of sampled 
Star Trek music plays, which is also an extra point to note, the over all impact of 
the game, in my opinion, was not all that great. 


In conclusion, the game has, on the plus side, good graphics, reasonable sound 
and it should work on most Amigas (even the new A-500 Plus). But on the minus side 
the game has too many opponents to fight at any one time, kamikaze Klingons, a bad 
control system and the fact that the author chose to use the Shoot 'Em Up 
Construction Kit. Also on the down side is the author's philosophy, which showed 
that he did not really seem to care about the game. (An extract from the 
instructions - "I'm too lazy to program this the proper way".) 


Sound - 70%: Graphics - 75%: Game play - 35%: Addictiveness - about 10/15 
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minutes at the most (unless you are a Shoot 'Em Up fanatic.) 


STAR TREK: LET'S TOUCH THE STARS <eviewed by Colin Mackay 





Computer, Amiga (will run under WB 2.0 and on basic 512K machines: Screen, either 
PAL or NTSC: Author, Tobias J. Richter (Germany): Source, from Crazy Joe's, 145 
Effingham St, Rotherham, S65 1BL, tel (0709) 829286, Catalogue No. 727a & 727b. 
Price £2.50 


To start with I must say how impressed I was (and still am) at the game 
written by Tobias Richter (aka Trekking Tobi). The programme is on two discs and 
unless you have two disc drives or a hard disc you are in for a bit of disc 
swapping. If you have over 1.5 megabytes of memory the whole program can load inte 
the machine at once (which saves time in the long run) but if you only have a half 
megabyte then you will have to do with the cut-down version. The discs it is 
supplied on have a start routine to find the amount of memory you have and then 
selects the appropriate sequence for loading the program. I can only speak from 


the viewpoint of having 1 megabyte as the computer automatically puts the program 
in the correct gear, as it were. 


It is not explained in the instructions, but the point of the game is that you 
have to stay Captain of the Enterprise. In a way it is rather like SimCity on the 
Enterprise (except in SimCity you will only get lynched by your mother if you 
fail. Here you have 428 crew members joining in). The best thing about this game 
is that the author is really interested in what he is doing and if you think about 
it there are one or two tricks that a real Trekker would be able to use to his/her 


advantage. An example is that if you are being attacked you may be able to use the 
corbomite manoeuvre. 


On leading the game you are treated to an animation which is similar to the 
opening sequence of the Classic Trek TV programmes. The animation is in interlace 
mode, which kinds of spoils it if you do not have a flicker fixer. (For those wno 
do not know, Interlace effectively doubles the vertical resolution by a trick in 
the way the monitor updates the screen. On most monitors and especiaily if you are 
using a domestic TV set, a flickering occurs.) 


Unless you have already seen Richter's work, by the time the game has loaded 
you will be very impressed by this loading sequence alone. If you have seen his 
work before, you will know that this is not his best; but that is because all the 
work has been put into the game itself, and the loading sequence is one of those 
bells and whistles that makes these games quite special. The music that goes with 
the loading sequence has been sampled from the TV series and one of the films (I am 
still trying to work out if it is TMP, TWOK or TSFS). 


The loading takes quite a while (reminds me of the days I had a ZX Spectrum - 
the ones with the rubber keys) but once you are finally into the game you will hear 
the familiar bridge sounds. You can view the bridge from either the Captain's 
chair (and gain an excellent view of the back of Sulu's and Chekov's heads) or from 
the roof! From here you can access Spock at the Science Station, Sulu and Chekov 
at Navigation and Helm, Uhura at Communications, Scotty at Engineering and you can 
go into the turbolift to gain access to the rest of the ship (you can go to Medical 


to see McCoy, operate the transporter, fly a shuttle, and go to a couple of dozen 
other places). 


Starfleet will issue orders to you which you have to carry out, and you have 
to make sure the crew's morale is kept up. The odd joke or two from the crew about 
tribbles eating the ship's entire food supply can turn into mutiny if you are not 
careful. If you enter an asteroid belt on your travels it is better to phaser 
blast the incoming asteroids than to simply warp straight through. You will lose 
the same amount of energy blasting them as you would if you let them ricochet off 
the screens, but a lot fewer people would fall over if you blasted the asteroids 
before they came near the ship than if the inertial dampers are a split second 
behind the ship's movement when one of the rocks hits the ship. 
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If you discover you are getting orders thick and fast and find that you cannot 
carry them out without getting on Scotty's nerves by using warp 12 to get 
everywhere, you can enter the turbolift and select credits to alter parts of the 
game play. With this you can set the number of events (ie the number of 
Klingon/Romulan attacks, the number of magnetic storms, the number of asteroid 
belts, etc) and the number of orders issued from Starfleet. 


A reasonabie knowledge of Star Trek is required to utilise this game to the 
full. if you are more into TNG (like me) and have only seem Classic Trek from the 
movies you can still work the game, as it is based on NCC-1701-A, which is the ship 
in the movies. However, some of the jokes in the game need a knowledge of the 
Classic TV series, but if you've read the James Blish books this will serve just as 
well (a lot cheaper than buying the videos and less time consuming than having to 
wait for the BBC to repeat Classic Trek...) 


All in all the game is of excellent standard, and it is very addictive. I was 
playing the game for two hours and thought only 20 minutes had passed! Once you 
get into it, it is great. My only quibble is that the UFP Starships that you pass 
on your voyages issue 'Congratulations' messages to you, at which point you slow to 
impulse until the Starship has passed (and that takes a while) before you can 
continue your voyage. The odd thing is that some seem to be flying backwards, 
upside down, or with bits of the ship truncated. 


If you have an Amiga and are looking for a Star Trek game, this is it - weil 
worth the investment. "Why look for perfection when you have found it?" (The 
Ferengi in Menage a Trois). If you have an Amiga with over 1.5 megabytes of 
memory, even better. Now, where can I get a memory upgrade...? 


Sound - 90% (more could be done with samples of the crew speaking - only Sulu 
speaks; we could have had Scotty saying "She canna take much more o' this" and 
more; no hissing doors when entering or leaving turbolift.) Graphics - 95% (the 
planet day and night cycles can be seen on the approach to the planet and 
shuttlecraft and ships are well drawn). Addictiveness - 90%. If you have got a 
spare hour or two in hand then you will never know where the time went. This is 
not a game where you can load up and have a quick go in a spare ten minutes; 
however a save game function is included. Value for money - 99%. C'mon, be 
serious. At £2.50 for the quality of a commercial game worth £40/£50 the VFM is 
the best I've ever seen. Playability - 85%. The game is siow as the computer has 
to access the disc drive nearly every move you make, as there is not enough memory 
on a 1 megabyte machine to load everything. If you have more than 1.5 megabytes 
everything should speed up and no extra disc access is needed, which would more 
than double the speed of the game. If you have a disc optimiser you can speed the 
disc file access (but only do that with a backup!) If you can wait for the disc 
accesses, the game is the best I have seen yet. 


VIDEO REVIEWS No 75/76 by Gloria Fry 
THE WAY TO EDEN by Arthur Heinemann 


A group of ‘space hippies’, followers of Dr Sevrin, are beamed aboard from 
their stolen cruiser. Sevrin, obsessed by reaching the legendary planet Eden, is a 
carrier of a deadly disease caused by the controlled environments of the 23rd 
century. He believes that by going back to the ‘primitive’ he can be cleansed. 


Amongst his followers is an old girl friend of Chekov's and an Ambassador's 
son, but these irresponsible youngsters and their friends taunt Captain Kirk, 
believing him too authoritarian. Surprisingly, it is Spock who relates to them and 
he helps them to locate Eden. Sevrin - put in the brig - escapes, takes over the 
ship, and after rigging an ultrasonic device to kill the crew takes a shuttlecraft 
down to Eden. Kirk manages to shut down the device and follows the group to Eden, 
only to find that all the vegetation is lethal. Sevrin kills himself, but the 
remainder of the young people return to the Enterprise. 
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This episode was always one of my few ‘hates’ amongst Star Trek, and was one 
of the last videos I bought. On seeing it again, I realised that although it is 
one of the poorest of the series, it certain is not nearly as bad as I once 
thought. The space hippies are a little too much to take, especially the guy with 
the guitar (flower-power 23rd century style) but Kirk's complete ill-at-ease 
attitude with the drop-outs and Spock 'reaching them' is an amusing role reversal. 


The romance between Chekov and Irina is rather sweet and Skip Homier's portrayal of 
Sevrin is excellent. 


A highlight is Spock playing his Vulcan lyre in a ‘jam session’ with a girl 
who plays a musical instrument which looks like a bicycle wheel. 


Real cool, baby - we reach, man. 


REQUIEM FOR METHUSELAH by Jerome Bixby 





Kirk, Spock and McCoy beam down to an ‘uninhabited’ planet in search of 
ryetalin, an antidote to Rigellian fever which is at epidemic proportions on the 
ship. They meet the owner of the planet, the enigmatic Mr. Flint, who at first 
refuses to allow them the ryetalin, but he relents and orders his robot to collect 
it. He shows the men his luxurious home which is filled with priceless paintings 
and works of art. He introduces them to his beautiful and brilliant ward, Rayna 
Kapec, literally throwing Kirk and Rayna together. The two swiftly fall in love. 


Spock discovers works by various masters of art and music, although the paints 
and manuscripts are of contemporary origin. Problems with the purity of the 
ryetalin delay the departure of the officers, and although Spock tries to protect 
Kirk, the painful discovery that Rayna is an android is revealed. 


McCoy's tricorder readings show that Flint is extremely old and it is 
discovered that he is an immortal born 6000 years ago. He had been unable to die 
and had gone from life to life, being many of the great figures of history. He 
created Rayna to be the perfect mate, as immortal as himself, but he needed tc 
bring her emotions alive, and seeing her interest in Kirk had used him to awaken 
her to sentience. 


Rayna, torn between her filial love for Flint and her passionate love for 
Kirk, is unable to cope with the conflict and dies. Kirk, bereft by her death, is 
helped by Spock, who uses the mind-meld to erase or mute the pain of the memory. 


One of Star Trek's most poignant episodes, this lovely story by Jerome Bixby 
has always been a favourite of mine. The idea of an immortal living many lives 
over the centuries was used so well many years later in Highlander. I also recall 
its use in an excellent Wilson Tucker book in the early 70s, but as far as I know 
ST was the first with this theme. Does anyone know of its being used earlier? 


The whirlwind romance is nicely portrayed, and actress Louise Sorel gives a 
touching performance as the android brought to life by the handsome Captain. Ah... 
the power of James T Kirk's charm! 


A variation of this theme was used in the TNG episode The Offspring, and I 
think all the youngsters who do not remember Original Trek are going to be very 
surprised at the number of ideas taken from it and re-used, once they get the 
opportunity to see these episodes. 


The most moving scene in this episode and arguably in all of Star Trek is the 
final one, where after enduring McCoy's tirade about Vulcans not knowing the 
meaning of love, Spock reveals to us his compassionate nature and his love for his 
friend by initiating a mind-meld and saying the one word, "Forget". A truly 
magical moment. 


Like many of the best Star Treks, Requiem... is reminiscent of a Shakespearean 
tragedy. One feels truly sorry for poor Rayna and the two men left to mourn. 
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EREKEKEKRERERKEERER RE 


NEW ZINES 


Where necessary, check Zine Ads for ordering details. 


ScoTpress/IDIC 
CHOSEN BROTHER by Gloria Fry - sequel to Gift and Kindred Spirit. Gary Mitchell is 


dead; unwilling to inflict his emotional pain on Spock, Kirk struggles to come to 
terms with his grief and his guilt. 60pp, £3.15 


ENTERPRISE-LOG ENTRIES 87 after Amok Time; McCoy and Spock go to survey a planet; 
Spock contracts a fatal disease; and others. £4.00 





IDIC_LOG 9 - a Kirk escapes from a dying ship and enters another universe (A/U 
story); on leave, Kirk, Spock, McCoy and Sulu run into a strange problem; the 
Enterprise goes to the aid of a Vulcan ship; and others. £4.00 


MAKE IT SO 8 - a female Q visits the Enterprise; Worf has problems with a new crew 
member; what is the secret of the colony world of Cho'a? and others. £4.00 


MAKE IT SO 9 - the Enterprise visits a world in the throes of a revolution; the 
child of a crew member is considered to be at risk; a colony calls for help but the 
only survivor is a child. £4.00 


THE EXTREMISTS (formerly Love and Reason) - the new novel by Eva Stuart. After the 
Klingon Peace, the first joint scientific expedition sets out; its brave new 

mission - to play safe. No dangers. No upsets! Federation and Empire must learn 

to work and play together. No-one dreams of the tangle of aggression, treason and 
peril to come. Meanwhile Kirk and Spock find changes in public and private. Asla 
Arnscom finds a world of dinosaurs and danger. Lt. Owen Rhys finds Lt. Ellis Ahron 
and the biggest mystery of his life. A complex story of many lives and several 

loves. 100+pp Ready May '92 for SOL II]. SAE for flyer; US 2 IRCs or $1. Mrs 
Rosemary Wild, 'Cwm Croesor', Stuckton, Fordingbridge, Hants. Note: K/S age 

statement required. 


RKREREKKEKEKERERERRERR 


ZINE REVIEWS 


LQ: Reviewed by Valerie Piacentini 


This is a single-story TNG zine written and illustrated by Rod Summers for 
BSFR. 


Returning from a diplomatic mission, Picard, Troi and Data are abducted from 
their shuttle while Guinan is taken from the Enterprise. They find themselves on 
Delta Vega, facing a revived Gary Mitchell, who once again intends to use his 
powers to dominate the galaxy. While the Enterprise searches for the missing crew, 
the problem is further complicated by the involvement of Q, who finds that the 
situation is not as amusing as he would like. 


The story is told with the skill we have come to expect from this writer, and 
it held my attention throughout, building to a satisfactory ending. The zine is 
very well produced, and the dramatic illustrations compiement the text perfectly. 
The cover in particular is very striking, though yet again I have to say that my 
one criticism is that I had to play hunt-the-title. 
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LQ by Rod Summers, 46 pages, illustrated, costs £3.50 to BSFR members, £4.00 
to non-members, plus 60p postage, and is available from: Dave Uppington, 10 
Wedgewood Close, Fortfield Green, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 9YE. 


FIRST TIME 30 Reviewed by Valerie Piacentini 


This is a K/S zine, edited by Robin Hood, and follows the established format 
for the series, containing short stories depicting various possibilities for the 
beginning of a relationship between Kirk and Spock. There are 8 stories in this 
issue, and they present a wide range of options, from pon farr to a semi~humorous 
piece in which an alien turns Kirk and Spock into a lion and a panther 
respectively. The time range covers from Kirk's first taking over command of the 
Enterprise, to his days as a Admiral. The stories are well crafted and 
constructed; I thought the most effective was 'The Oldest Story', by Anne McClean, 
in which Kirk confides in McCoy the progress of his long-standing and 
unreciprocated love for Spock, beginning with his first day on the ship and finding 
a resolution after the episode on Sarpeidon. The author very cleverly weaves in 


the events of the five-year mission, and handles a difficult form of construction 
with conviction. 


The zine also contains 4 pieces of poetry and 8 illustrations. The covers, by 
Kay Wells, are very striking, a beautiful rendition of the TMP Kirk and Spock with 
the Enterprise on the front, and a delightful portrait of Kirk on the back. 


Robin is a very reliable editor; orders are filled very quickly indeed by 
American standards, and she is happy to deal with overseas orders. Do be aware, 
however, that the zine contains explicit K/S material. 


First Time 30, 183 pages, costs $26.00 overseas, and can be ordered from: 
Merry Men Press, 274 Roanoke Rd, El Cajon, CA 92020, USA 


RKRKKEEKERERERRRRERERK 


ZINE ADS 


You can send your Zine Ads to either Janet or Sheila. While we will try and print 
them in full we reserve the right to edit for length if necessary. We will print 
these ads in two consecutive newsletters only unless we receive an update. 


IDIC/ScoTpress 

IDIC LOG 7, 8, 9 - short stories by various writers. U.K. £4.00. 

IDIC LOG 6, 5 - short stories by various writers. Each U.K. £3.90. 

IDIC LOG 4 - short stories by various writers. U-K. £3.80. 

IDIC LOG 3, 1 - short stories by various writers. Each U.K. £3.60. 

IDIC LOG 2 - ECHOES OF THE PAST by Christopher Ng. When the Excelsior disappears, 
the Enterprise is sent to look for her. U.K. £3.90. 

Accepting submissions for issue 10 on. 

ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES 87 - what happened after Amok Time; McCoy and Spock go 
to survey a planet; Spock contracts a fatal disease; and others. U.K. £4.00 
ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES 86 - a shuttle carrying Kirk, Spock, an Ambassador and his 
family crash lands - and the Klingons are around; Spock is threatened with 

promotion; several Christmas stories and poems; and others. U.K. £4.00 
ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES 85 - short stories by various writers. U.K. £3.90. 
ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES 84 - short stories by various writers. U.K. £3.80. 
ENTERPRISE ~ LOG ENTRIES 83 - short stories by various writers. U.K. £3.70. 
Accepting submissions for issue 88 on. 

MAKE IT SO 6, 7, 8, 9 - short stories about the TNG characters. U.K. £4.00. 

MAKE IT SO 5 - short stories about the TNG characters. U.K. £3.90. 

Nos 1 - 4 out of print. Accepting submissions for issue 10 on. 

CHOSEN BROTHER by Gloria Fry. Sequel to Gift Beyond Price and Kindred Spirit, set 
after Where No Man Has Gone Before. Kirk must come to terms with his feelings of 
guilt over Mitchell's death. U.K. £3.15 
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CAPRICCIO ITALIEN by Sue Jones. The Enterprise picks up a Priority 1 call from 
Leonardo's Planet, but when the ship arrives there, everyone denies having sent it. 
Things however are not as peaceful as they seem. U.K. £3.90. 

CITY WITHOUT WALLS by Alinda Alain. A sequel to One Among You. Although he has 
already been defeated, Mitchell's jealousy of Kirk and Spock forces him to keep on 
trying to destroy them. U.K. £2.95. 

A GIFT BEYOND PRICE by Gloria Fry ~ Kirk has just taken command of the Enterprise. 
U.K. £3.05. 

KINDRED SPIRIT by Gloria Fry - sequel to Gift. Mitchell cannot control his 

jealousy of Kirk and Spock. U.K. £3.25. 

RETURN TO THE SOURCE by Nicole Comtet. Spock must get some top secret information 
to Vulcan. U.K. £3.25. 

LOVELY - A LITTLE PROBLEM by Brenda Kelsey - The ship is in quarantine after the 
tribble episode and to occupy the time is carrying a group of diplomats to their 
destination. U.K. £3.90. 

ORCADIA by Joyce Devlin. A sequel to From Starship to Lancaster. Wiseman, 

defeated in that story and sent to rehabilitation, escapes again and returns to 

Earth in 1939 to make sure that Hitler will win World War II. U.K. £3.15. 

ESSAYS OF AQUARIUS by Marion Van der Voort. The adventures of Captain Bill Sava, 
First Officer Radin and Dr. Teddy Bhaer of the Aquarius. THIS IS NOT STAR TREK but 
there are many resemblances. On embarcation leave, Bill and Radin get to know each 
other; and we learn something about the Empire in which this series is set. 

U.K. £5.00. 

Still available a number of other titles. Order from Sheila Clark, 

6 Craigmill Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3 OPH. Please make cheques/POs 
payable to Scotpress. Visa/Access/Mastercard accepted. 

Foreign prices: Europe, add £1 per zine; Australia/Japan write to Sheila for 

prices, enclosing an SAE + IRC. 

We have authorised Bill Hupe to reprint and sell IDIC & Scotpress zines in America, 
Canada and APO/FPO outside Britain; send to him for prices, enclosing a SAE. 





We are soliciting submissions for IDIC and ScoTpress zines - stories, poems, 

artwork - of both original Trek and TNG material, either short stories for IDIC 

LOG, ENTERPRISE - LOG ENTRIES or MAKE IT SO, or long ones suitable for printing on 
their own. No stories about death of main characters (except Yar!) or explicit 

sex; stories should include at least one character who has appeared in aired Trek. 
These are, after all, the voyages of the Starship Enterprise... (in either 

incarnation). Send submissions of TNG material to Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill 

Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee, Scotland, and Classic Trek material to Valerie 
Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Rd, Saltcoats, Ayrshire, Scotland. 


BILL HUPE & PEG KENNEDY 

For postage, add up the weight of the zines you want, + 4 oz for packaging, then 
check the postage table; if you want insurance, add as indicated; 

Weight Air Surface Insurance 

Up to 2 lbs $14.75 $7.00 0 - 50 $1.60 

Up to 3 Ibs $20.00 $9.00 50 - 100 $2.40 

Up to 4 Ibs $25.00 $11.50 101 - 200 $3.50 

Up to 5 Ibs $30.25 $13.75 201 - 300 $4.60 

For higher weights, add $4.50/lb air, $2.25 surface. 

BLIND SPINNER by Eunice Raymond. A lone Romulan in an otherwise Human society in~ 
the Federation's boondocks... Sequel to Blind Spinner in Hellguard Social Register 
1. 180 pp, $14 + postage. 

ABODE OF STRIFE 1 ~ Spock & McCoy match wits with the World’s greatest detective; 
Kirk Spock & McCoy return to the planet of Bread & Circuses; Chekov's father is 
kidnapped; and others. 200 pp, $16 + postage. 

MATTER OF HONOUR 1 - A young Beverly Crusher dreams of her future; Picard must 
undertake a dangerous mission across the Neutral Zone; can Riker make Picard fully 
Human again after his encounter with the Borg? and others. Approx 200 pp, U-S., 
$16.00 pp. Foreign will need postage added. 

RESURRECTION by Richard Van Frank. Wesley joins the ‘Transit Cops’ on a Special 
mission; Q hijacks the Enterprise, stranding Picard who is on shore leave. 100pp, 
$10 ; postage. NB - if you had a deposit with Natasha Mohr please SASE - 
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Resurrection was originally planned to be an issue of Hailing Frequencies. 

DATA ENTRIES 13/14 - we now have copies of the latest issue as well as all back 
issues of the Brent Spiner/Data newsletter. $3 + postage (6 0z) 

Zines in many other fandoms also available. SASE + 4 IRCs for a full list. We can 
accept personal cheques from the U.K. Please add 1.5% for bank charges. Bill Hupe 
& Peg Kennedy, Suite 50, 920 Trowbridge Rd No. 2, East Lansing, MI 48823, USA. 
Janet Ellicott (see below) is acting as Bill's agent in Britain - SAE her for 

British prices. America - Bill's address is now Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd, Mason, 
MI 48854-9554. Authorised US agent for ScoTpress, IDIC, BSFR & Kay Stagg. 


Greycloud Services 

Large number of zines available in several fandoms. US Star Trek zines include 
DEFORREST KELLY COMPENDIUM (£14); ENCOUNTERS (£10.50); HELLGUARD SOCIAL 
REGISTER (£10); IN A DIFFERENT REALITY 21,22 (£6.50 each); LONESTAR TREK 

(No. 2, £8, No. 3, £10); KRAITH COLLECTED (5 volumes, £8 each) (Age statement 
required) R&R (15 different volumes, £10 each) (Age statement required). Please 

add 10% of total order for postage & packing. I can accept payment in bank notes 
from overseas and personal cheques from the US only, otherwise payment should be in 
sterling. SAE for list of other zines and prices. Janet Ellicott, 43 Brooksbank 
House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney, London E9 6RN, England. 


Linda Wood - 

UNIVERSER - Star Trek poetry and prose, all previously unpublished, featuring 
convention prizewinning poems and story, artwork by Sandra Finch. UK £2, Europe 
£5, Australia/Japan £6, USA $8 inc surface postage. 

UNIVERSER 2 - Star Trek prose and poetry, all previously unpublished, featuring 
convention winning poems. Artwork by Sandra Finch. UK £2, Europe £5, 
Australia/Japan £6, USA $8 inc surface postage. 

THE TSAR'S ASSASSIN - the life story of Count Alexei Mippipopolous, Leonard Nimoy's 
character from the TV movie The Sun Also Rises. Over 100 pages of murder, intrigue 
and sudden death! Artwork by Caryi Sibbett. UK £3.50, Europe £5.50, 
Australia/Japan £6.00, USA $10 inc surface postage. 

CENTRE STAGE - 3 stories of Leonard Nimoy characters - Stryker from Get Smart, Lord 
Achmet from Marco Polo and Ben Blacker from M-Squad. Artwork by Caryl Sibbett. 
UK £3, Europe £5, Australia/Japan £6, USA $10 inc surface postage. 

CENTRE STAGE 2 - 78 pages of stories and poems covering the whole range of Leonard 
Nimoy's characters, from Zombies of the Stratosphere to ST:TNG - Sarek, including 
convention prizewinners. Artwork by Sue Toher. UK £5, Europe £7, Australia/Japan 
£11 air, £7 surface, USA $20 air, $15 surface. Please state type of postage. 

AHMAD - 200 pages of historical fiction on the turbulent life of Ahmad Fanakati, 
Leonard Nimoy's character from the TV miniseries Marco Polo. Adult statement 
required. Artwork by Sue Toher. UK £8, Europe £11.50, Australia/Japan £20 air, 

£11 surface, USA $35 air, $22 surface. Please state type of postage. 

Zines copyright Tsaela Press. All available from Linda C Wood, 186 Copland Rd, 
Glasgow G51 2UN, Scotland. 


ZINES by Kay Stagg 

Genzines - Kirk/Spock orientated hurt/comfort. Please make cheques or postal 
orders payable to Kay Stagg and send orders to 33 Barrack Road, Guildford, Surrey 
GU2 6RU. Postage and packing included in the price (second class). 

SECOND CHANGE/A COLD BY ANY OTHER NAME (Previously appeared in Stargate and 
Stargate II) 75 pages £3. TROUBLES REVISITED/THE RIFT/JUSTICE SHOULD BE SEEN 
TO BE DONE (previously appeared in Stargate III and Enterprise Log Entries 61 
(ScoTpress)) 95 pages, £3.60. FREEDOM - full length story 167 pages £4.80. TOO 
MANY AVENUES - full length story £4.80. IN PERSPECTIVE - full length story 177 
pages £4.80. For other items, ie pens, pencils, notebooks, bookmarks, etc, please 
send SAE for information. I have authorised Bill Hupe to reprint and sell these 


zines in America, Canada and APO/FPO outside Britain; send to him for prices, 
enclosing a SAE. 


Merry Men Press 
FIRST TIME zines contain K/S stories, art and poetry. Age statement required. 
FIRST TIME is always on time. All inquiries and orders are promptly filled, 
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no-one's left to hang on the line. SAE (addressed envelope and 2 IRCs) for more 
info. FIRST TIME 1 - 32 available. 

New ~ SHARING THE SUNLIGHT - K/S novel by Jenna Sinclair. 200 pages fully 
illustrated by Chris Soto. Plot, love and Trek. What else can you ask for? 

GAMBIT, a Mirror/‘our' universe K/S novel by Kay Wells. WITHIN THE MIRROR - an 
all mirror-related K/S zine. Full of first time stories, and on time. Within the 
Mirror I is nominated for several awards. Within the Mirror II - V are also 
currently in print; No. VI due June. BESIDE MYSELF 1 & 2 - well-illustrated K/S 
zines exclusively written by Robin Hood and her assorted pen names. FETISH - a 
K/S novel by Jenny Starr. Winner of 1988 Best Novel. PORTRAITS - A K/S novel by 
Charlotte Frost. SCATTERED STARS 1, 2 & 3 - an alternate universe K/S fanzine. 
PLAYFELLOWS 1 - 3 - MULTIMEDIA '/' If you know what slash is, you don't need any 
more words. Prices for all zines are $20.00 US, $22.00 Canada, $26.00 foreign. US 
currency only please. We are also looking for quality submissions of prose and 

art. Merry Men Press, 274 Roanoke Rd, El Cajon, CA 92020, USA. 


ENTERPRISE ORIGINALS Publications 

MANY A SLIP: a collection of short stories and poems of a humorous nature by 
various writers, edited by Sue James. Order from Jacqueline Comben, Post Cottage, 
Rhossili, Gower, Swansea, SA3 1PL, South Wales. Price; £1.25 for EOs members, 
£1.75 for others. Add 35p for Postage and packing. Cheques in sterling only to 
Enterprise Originals. 


BSFR 

New - BEST OF VOYAGER 0; 1,Q by Rod Summers (TNG - £4.10 to members, £4.60 to 
non-members), also another TNG story by Rod Summers. 

AFTERGLOW a novel by Jacqueline Comben, sequel to GREEN FIRE. Price £3.45 for BSFR 
members, £3.95 for non members. Please add 60p p&p for Britain. 

Other titles still available. Dave Uppington, BSFR Zines, 10 Wedgwood Close, 

Fortfield Green, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 9YE. We have authorised Bill Hupe to 

reprint and sell BSFR zines in America, Canada and APO/FPO outside Britain; send to 
him for prices, enclosing a SAE. 


FOREVER PRODUCTIONS 

EDGE OF FOREVER III - includes a 60,000 word novel, THE GUMSHOE INCIDENT by S 
Bookman. Kirk and Spock return to Iotia a year after negotiating 'a piece of the 
action’. What's going on is murder! ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE by J Miller - Janice 
Rand is missing. DISCOVERIES by M Pecor - Kirk, Spock & McCoy anticipate their new 
working relationship at the beginning of the 5-year mission; and others. Europe 
air, $25.00. Also available, EDGE OF FOREVER UJ, Europe air, $20.00 and EDGE OF 
FOREVER I, Europe air, $15.00; THE TREKZINE TIMES, a letterzine about fanzines, 
featuring articles about publishing, editing, writing, etc; as well as featuring 
readers' letters. Published quarterly, Europe air $16.00. For detailed info send 

2 IRCs to Forever Publications, Dept 1D, PO Box 75, Cooper Station, New York, NY 
10276, USA. 


THE SMALL PRINTERS 

New - CLOSER THAN A BROTHER by Meg Wright. (Reprint) £6.75 inclusive of p&p. 
HOOPS OF STEEL by Meg Wright. (Reprint) £4.25 inclusive of p&p. 

Star Trek and Professionals zines, new and reprinted. SAE for prices and 
availability to L. R. Muir, 1 Moor Park Avenue, Leeds LS6 4BT. 


HIATUS PRESS 

A LEGEND BEGINS by Barbara Alleyn. A biography of the early life of James T. Kirk. 
200+ pages. Printed on A5 with card covers and spiral bound. Price £5.30 inc 
postage. US price $14.00 inc postage. Cheques should be made payable to Barbara 
E. Ellams. Hiatus Press, Flat 2, 32 St Mary's Road, London SE15 2DW 


LONESTAR TREK No. 4 Original Trek and TNG. Original Trek novellas by Lynn Syck & 
Mary Rottler, and Lorraine Anderson; stories by Laurie D. Haynes and Jan Meek; art 
by Kay Wells and Brett Barham. Special 25th anniversary colour cover by Kay Wells. 
Approximately 200 pages. $19 US, $20 Can, $26 Europe, $28 Pacific. Still 

available - No. 1 $20 OS Airmail, No.2 & No.3 $25 OS Airmail, Classic Trek and TNG 
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stories. ST - LONESTAR TREK No.5. Seeking Classic Trek submissions for this issue 
which will be all Classic. Any length story is fine but must revolve around at 

least one of the "Big Three” (Kirk, Spock, and McCoy). Stories with a hurt-comfort 
theme are particularly welcome. No slash. Also accepting art submissions - send 
photocopy examples of your artwork. All submission should be accompanied by a 
SASE. Deadline Aug. 1, 1992. STNG - SECOND GENERATION No. 1. Now seeking art 
and story submissions (no slash) for this new Next Gen zine from the publishers of 
LoneStar Trek. High quality format, hurt-comfort, action adventure, and 
relationships. Must focus on at least one of the main characters. Gloss colour 
cover by Patti Prevett. Send photocopy examples of your artwork. All submissions 
should be accompanied by an SASE. Send orders and submissions to LoneStar Trek, 
c/o Laurie Haynes/Jan Meek, 335 Smith Lake Road, Vidor, TX 77662, U.S.A. 


VILLAGE PRESS 

THE EXTREMISTS by Eva Stuart. The Klingon Peace hangs in the balance. All eyes 
are on the Enterprise, the Ahrax and fleet. Their scientific mission must not 
fail, Human honesty confronts Klingon honour. Can the fighting really stop? K/S 

and adult relationships; age statement please. Price to be announced; SAE for 

flyer (U.S. 2 IRCs or $1). 

VOICE 5 - Dangerous intrigue at Starfleet HQ. McCoy has a ‘little list'. Plaque 

on New Paris. Contains a prequel to The Extremists. UK £5.50, Europe £6.50, 

Canada £8.50, Australia £9.50, USA $21.00. 

IN THE WILDERNESS 1 - Stories by Frances Rowes, Vivian Gates, Kathleen Resch and 
others. Highly original writing from some of fandom's best talents. UK £6.50, 

Europe £8.00, Canada £10.00, Australia £11.50, USA $23.00 

IN THE WILDERNESS 2 - Why didn't Spock say his father was the Vulcan Ambassador? 
How does Amanda put up with husband and son? Why must Kirk and Spock take to the 
desert? And much more! Prices as ITW1. 

IN THE WILDERNESS 3 is next in line. I would like more stories, preferably 

established relationship; political, original, humour would be nice but please no 

S/Mc, menage or death. New writers, gentle, caring editor would like to see your 
work. (K/S only please). 

Please note VOICE 1 - 4 are out of print. Orders already in for No. 2 will be 

filled as soon as possible. Mrs. Rosemary Wild, 'Cwm Croeser', Stuckton, 

Fordingbridge, Hants. K/S and adult relationships. Age statement, please. 


Sue Embury~ 

THE BETTER MAN. Alternative "Turnabout Intruder" story, in which Kirk is trapped 
in the body of a woman and no-one except Spock recognises his plight. 

UK price - £5. Overseas surface mail - £5 sterling banknote plus 4 IRCs. 

THE PARTING OF THE WAYS. Now reprinted. At the end of the five year mission Kirk 
is given a secret mission, McCoy is called upon to help out as a country doctor, 

while Spock returns to Vulcan in search of a wife. UK price - £4.25. 

Overseas surface mail - £5 sterling bank note. 

Both available from: Sue Embury, Lower Bailea, Tregare, Monmouth. Gwent NPS 4JL 


Hailing all writers of original Star Trek stories and poems, both Gen and K/S!! and 
artists!!. "OUTPOST" will be publishing both Gen (The Preserver's Chronicles) and 
K/S (The Preservers Secret Chronicles) zines in the near future and is looking for 
submissions. We are willing to consider all subjects, aS long as they deal with 
Kirk, Spock, McCoy and the crew of the Enterprise (including all the films!). Al 
contributors will, of course, receive a complimentary copy of the zine in which 
their material is printed. Please send to: "OUTPOST", Bettina Rackel and Karen 


Hayden, Rheinstrasse 23, W-4150 Krefeld, West Germany. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS. 


Spotlight - Leonard Nimoy International Fan Club 
Zines available. For details send SAE to Carol Davies, 77 The Ridings, Ealing, 
London W5 3DP. 


Tsaela Press 


THE VULCAN WINKER The Vulcan Saga (8 episodes): This is a soap opera to outdo 
anything that went before (Dallas, Dynasty etc.) A tale of lust, madness, insider 
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dealing, rampant sex, murder, hysteria and general mayhem. See Little Jim 
searching for his prey! Read all about Mr Spock's true love, etc. The Venus Saga 
(two stories): Ever wonder what happened to the Venus Pills after Harry Mudd left 
the Enterprise? Well, somehow they got into the wrong (!) hands and the resultant 
mayhem left most of the crew in an exhausted state. However, the pills purloiner 
did very well out of it ... and if you think you recognise some of the extra 
characters, you're not hallucinating! Written by Kate Lach, with illustrations by 
Fiona Graves. Price (incl of Ist Class p&p): GB/Eire £4.50. Overseas: SAE for 
details. (Because of its content, this 'zine will require an age statement). 

Please make cheques out to K. Lach. All orders to Kate Lach, 183 Liverpool Road, 
London Nl ORF. Limited edition, so first come, first served. 


Beauty & the Beast zines; CRYSTAL CAVERN 3 £7.50, BEGINNINGS £3.50, ASHES UNDER 
URICON £3.50, AND ALL THAT HE IS £3,350, ONLY WITH LOVE £7.50, BELOW THE BELT (age 
statement required) £6.00, CAPTURED IN TUNNELS (age statement required) £3.50, 
DEEPER THAN ALL ROSES (winner of the Masquerades '91 fiction competition) £2.00. 

All prices inc. P&P. Cheques, POs should be made payable to HELPERS NETWORK UK and 
zines ordered from Gwen Lord, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL 


Disc Press 

Disc Press are proud to announce that we are taking submissions for our Genzine 
BEST OF BOTH WORLDS. What we want is stories that cover both Classic Trek and Next 
Generation. It can be any kind of story you want it to be but we don't want any 
cross overs, death of main characters (Tasha Yar excepted) nor do we want any K/S 
stories as this is a Genzine for one and all. Let's see what's out there. If 

you're interested then write to the following address: Steve Moscrop, 47 Kirkwood, 
Burradon, Cramlington, Northumberland NE23 7PG. 


CITYPRESS/OUTER ZINE 

Boldly going where everyone has gone before, an all-new combined newsletter and 
zine! What more could you ask for??? (Please see our OUTER ZONE ad in the "Local 
Group News" section for details of The Outer Zone SF/Fantasy club.) Each issue 
costs just 85p inc. p&p! We have back issues of ZONE GUIDE Nos 1-4 available for 
just £2.00 inc. p&p. Just out is ZONE GUIDE - PHASE II, Issue No. 1 (January 1992 
edition) which has the WHOLE plot to Star Trek VI and the latest TNG info, stories, 
art, a Blakes Seven column and more! Issue No. 2 (out April 1992) will see the 

start of an EXCLUSIVE! We will be publishing the first part of an ACTUAL SUBMITTED 
TNG SCRIPT called "The Ghosts of Yesteryear"! What are you waiting for??? Please 
send cheques/p.o. payable to Susan Parker, 42 Victoria Street, BRIGHTON, East 
Sussex, BN1 3FQ, or an SSAE for more details. 


THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS: A newsletter that does not discriminate against either 
Trek, featuring articles, fiction, reports, detailed episode guides and many other 
goodies. For subscription info and/or a free evaluation copy, please send LASE to: 
K. Boginski, 4439 Washington Street No. 3, Brighton, MA 02135, U.S.A. (Out of US, 
send IRC). 


HIFI MEDIA - M3, Issue 1: Star Trek, Doctor Who, Next Generation, Sapphire and 
Steel, Thunderbirds, Clangers and others. Facts, fiction and fun. A 32 page A5 
multi media fanzine. £1.50 including postage. Cheques/Pos to Stuart Halliday,25 
Pinewood Park, Livingston, EH54 8NN. 


KRKEKKAEKEREREREERERKER 


CONVENTIONS /ADVERTS /CLUBS /GROUPS 


CONVENTIONS / GET-TOGETHERS 


CONTAGION The Scottish Star Trek Convention 18-20 July, 1992 

The Central Hotel, Glasgow. Guests: George Takei, Richard Arnold (STAR TREK 
Research Consultant), Susan Sackett and Jean Lorrah. Star Trek episodes: Classic & 
Next Generation, films, quizzes/games, dealers room etc plus a Ceilidh and Scottish 
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Folk Night. Registration: Adult (15 years+) - £30.00, Child 10-14 £15, under 10 
Free. (Note: Children under 10 years must be accompanied by an adult. No creche 
facilities will be available.) Special discount for Silvercon '91 attendees - ask 

for details. Hotel rates (per person per night): Single £26, Twin/Double £22, 

Triple £18, Quadruple £16. Price is for Bed & Breakfast and includes VAT and 
Service. £15 per person non-refundable deposit at time of booking. 

For further info send SAE to: Contagion, PO Box 867, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4HR. 


NE'A'DRIAR V One day Star Trek Convention. 26th July, 1992, Runnymede Hotel. 
Registration: £13 (£14 on door). Pre-convention event: Saturday evening river 
trip. For details and registration form please send SAE to Mrs Claire Saunders, 12 
Saville Crescent, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 1SxX. 


REC-CON: The 34th British Star Trek Convention. 28th - 31st August, 1992 at the 
Piccadilly Hotel, Manchester. Pre-Con Registration £25.00. Guests (subject to 
work commitments); Nicolas Meyer, Jean Lorrah and Sylvia Anderson. For further 
details send an SAE to: Tina Hewett, 65 Park Road, Dartford, Kent DAl 1ST. 


MIDCON '92 The 1ith Annual Midlands Convention, boldly going longer than any other, 
breaking new ground each year... October 2nd - 4th, 1992. Holiday Inn, Leicester. 
Registration: £30.00 until June 1992, then £35.00 thereafter (payment by 

instalments if required). Full details from: Terry Elson, 8 Ennerdale Close, 

Oadby, Leicester LE2 4TN. 


IFT CONVENTION '92 9th-12th October 1992. Holiday Inn Leicester. 

Guests to be confirmed. Convention Charity to be chosen. 

PROGRAMME Video (Original/Next Generation), Art/Model Display, Dealers' Room 
(Professional/Clubs), Competitions (Art/Fiction/Poetry/Fancy Dress), Disco, Theme 
Party, A KLINGON HUNT???? Further details send an SASE to: IFT CON '92, Fiona 
Barrowclough, 129 Westfield Road, Wellingborough, Northants NN8& 3HN. 


UFP HOLIDAY TREK 92 Larnaca, Cyprus. 6th-9th November, 1992. A Trek con and 
holiday in Cyprus at much lower cost than with holiday tour operators. £285 for 
the weekend, or stay a week for £360: cost includes bed and breakfast, flights and 
con registration. Hotel is the luxurious four star Palm Beach, flights on 

scheduled CyprusAir. Monthly payment plan available. Send SAE for further details 
to Kim Farey, 38 Rochford Avenue, Loughton, Essex IG10 2BS. 


T'KON 1992 ~ Star Trek Convention 13th-15th November, 1992. 

The Arcade Hotel, Birmingham City Center. Room Rates: £22 Twin/Double, £30 Single 
(inclusive). Registration: £12.00 weekend, Fri £5.00, Sat £6.00, Sun £3.00. Guest 
John Carrigan. Friday Night Cinema Showing of STVI, Sales Rooms, Games, Kings and 
Queens Theme Party, Laserzone Klingon Hunt, Next Generation Video Room and lots, 
lots more...for an adult, £7.00 for one day. 


STARBASE 93 Star Trek Convention. January 29th-31lst 1993, Hilton International 
Hotel, Leeds. Guest to be announced; videos rooms showing Original Trek, Latest 
TNG and hopefully Deep Space 9!!! An alternative non-Trek programme will also be 
screened. Other activities will include; Fancy Dress, Discos, Dealers tables, 
Auctions, Art/Model & Fiction competitions and more. Registration: £30 Adult, £15 
child under 14, Under 5's go free. Discounts on these prices available now, for a 
limited time. Hotel room rates pppn, incl. full English Breakfast & VAT; £30 

single, £22.50 twin/double and £20 triple. Send SAE for further details and 
registration form to: Carol Looby, 152 Otley Road, Headingly, Leeds LS16 5Jx. 


TREK/DWARF The First Star Trek/Red Dwarf Convention. 5th - 7th March, 1993. 

The Swallow Hotel, Peterborough. £25.00 before July - £35.00 after July. 

Events include: All available episodes of both shows (inc. American Red Dwarf and 
ST:DS9 - if available.), Sales Tables, Fancy Dress, Disco, Laser Battles, Quizzes 

and much more. GUESTS TO BE ANNOUNCED. For further information write enclosing 2 
SAEs to: TREK DWARF, 47 Marsham, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough PE2 5RN. 
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WARP ONE: The 35th British Star Trek Convention. 30th April - 3rd May, 1993 

At the Middleton Tower Holiday Centre, Morecambe, Lancs. 

Registration: £30, under 16s half price, under 5s free. Day and supporting 
registrations available. Accommodation: £26.70 PPPN if paying before 18/3/93, 
£33.30 PPPN after 18/3/93. Under 16s half price, under 2s free. The rate is for 
full board accommodation. Guests to be announced, parties, disco, video 
programmes, the usual competitions plus some surprises. In aid of Cancer Research. 
For more details and a registration form send an SASE to Warp One, 69 Merlin 
Crescent, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 6JB. 


HOLODECK The 36th British Star Trek Convention. 27th - 30th August, 1993 
Telford Moat House Hotel. In aid of the Invalid Childrens’ Aid Nationwide Charity. 
Registration: Full £25, Fri/Sat or Sun/Mon £15, Sat/Sun £20, 1 day £10, Supporting 
£10. Child 10-16 half the above rates, under 10s free. Hotel Rates, per person 
per night, inclusive of full English Breakfast and VAT: £25 sharing a twin or 
double, £32 in a single. Send an SAE for further info and registration form to: 
Holodeck 93, P.O. Box 29, Hitchin, Herts SG4 9TG. 


LIGHTSPEED '93 Star Trek: The Next Generation Convention. 17th-19th Sept. 1993 
The Hilton International Hotel, Leeds. Registration: £20 full, £12.50 one day, 

£10 supporting, £10 child 5-14 years, FREE under 5. Room Rates: £25 pppn (£40 
Single occ/ in Double room). Charities RSPCA, Save the Children, Trees for 
Survival and The Imperial Cancer Research Fund. Aim: To raise £2,00 for the above 
charities. Guests TBA (Please note there will be NO American Guests). Events: 
Videos, talks, competitions, bars, food, displays, dealers and lots more. Send SAE 
to Lightspeed '93, 16 Bramwell Street, Eastwood, Rotherham, S. Yorkshire S65 1RZ. 


1974-1993 BRITISH STAR TREK ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION October lst - 3rd, 1993. The 
Holiday Inn, Leicester. Registration: £40.00 until June 1993, then £45.00 

thereafter (payment by instalments if required) - SPECIAL DISCOUNT for attendees of 
lst BRITISH STAR TREK CONVENTION ~ LEICESTER 1974. Full details from: Terry Elson, 
8 Ennerdale Close, Oadby, Leicester LE2 4TN. 


NON STAR TREK EVENTS 





ENTERPRISE EXTRAVAGANZA (Collectors Fair) Sunday 28th June, 1992. 

Parklands Leisure Centre, Wigston Road, Oadby, Leicester. 10.30am - 5.30pm 
Featuring Large Screen entertainment plus film/media books, comics, models kits, 
postcards, posters etc., toys and collectables. Admission: Adults £2.00, Senior 
Citizens £1.50, Children £1.00. Free parking - Refreshments available - cloakroom 
facilities. Stall inquiries: Tel: 0533 710147 (24hr answer-phone). 


FAB 1 The First Two-day Thunderbirds Convention. August 8 & 9, 1992. 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall. There is a nearby Hotel (Novotel) within walking 

distance which has a car-park and the rates are very reasonable at approx £42 for a 
double room (i.e. £21 each shared) or £35 single. We will be inviting as many 
Thunderbirds cast and crew as we can afford. There will be panels, episode 
showings on a large screen, various competitions, dealers room etc. Registration: 
Weekend £30 (Fanderson Members £25), One Day £18 (FM £13). For further details 
send an SASE to FAB 1, 15 Fuller's Court, Exeter, Devon EX2 4DZ. 


TRANSYLVANIA '92 at the Mount Royal Hotel, Marble Arch, London on 31 October 1992. 
Costs £25.00 including Midnight film showing, £20.00 day only plus 3 SAEs for 
progress reports. Meet the guests, a chance to dress, and your chance to eat at 

the real Frankenstein Place - win a meal on US! For registration forms send an SAE 
to TRANSYLVANIA '92, 1 Elm Grove, Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 9HE, England. 
Overseas please enclose I.R.C.'s. 


WHO'S SEVEN: Blakes 7/Dr Who Convention to be held on 30 Oct - 1 Nov 1992 at the 
Telford Moat House Hotel, Shropshire, England. For more information send a SASE 


(SAE & IRC for overseas) to Henry Eggleton, "Vathalla", 137 High Street, Plaistow, 
Broadway, London E13 9HH. 
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ARMADACON 4 SF & Fantasy Convention. 7-8 November, 1992 at the Astor Hotel, 
Plymouth. Guests to include (work permitting) Jon Pertwee, John Kerrigan, Adrian 
Cole and Fantasy Illustrators Roger and Linda Garland. Events to include: Guest 
Panels, Authors' Readings, signings, Turkey Reading, Displays, Dealers' Room, two 
video rooms. Registration Rates: until May '92 £18, oné day £10, from June ist 
£20, one day £12. Special rates for students and unemployed upon request. For 
more details write to: ArmadaCon, c/o 4 Gleneagle Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, 
Devon PL3 5HL. Please enclose an SASE. 


THE TWELFTH LEONARD NIMOY CONVENTION: November 20th - 22nd, 1992 at the Stakis 
Victoria Hotel, Nottingham. A programme of films spanning the career of Leonard 
Nimoy and including many rarely, if ever, seen in Britain. Registration fee: 

£15.00. For form and full details, please send SAE to Carol Davies, 77 The 

Ridings, Ealing, London W5 3DP. 


ACTION 93 A Weekend of ITC Entertainment eg. The Saint, Randall & Hopkirk 
(Deceased), Thunderbirds, The Prisoner and Persuaders. March 26-28th 1993. 
Shepperton Moat House, Shepperton Middx. Registration £30 - £40 for the weekend 
depending on associated club membership. For details and registration form send 
SAE to Clair Saunders, 12 Saville Crescent, Ashford, Middx TW15 1SxX. 


MASQUERADES '93 2nd Major Beauty & the Beast convention, 28-31 May 1993. The Grand 
Hotel Birmingham. Registration £37.00 (includes meal at the Sunday evening 

banquet). Room Rates £30 per night single, £25.00 pppn in twin/double, £23.00 pppn 

in a triple (includes full English breakfast and VAT @ 17.5%). Ali the usual 

goodies; guest so far Armin Shimerman, others to be announced. For reg. form send 
SASE to: Jacqui Clarke, 12 Jessop Close, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LJ. 


FRIENDSHIP COLUMN 
Friendship adverts will be printed in one newsletter. 


Maria Woodward is looking for pen friends, both local and around the world, plus 
people to go to conventions with. Maria likes going to the pictures, concerts and 
travel and she likes a lot of different music but mainly Queen, Status Quo and 


Madonna. Please write to Maria Woodward, 'Ashcroft', East Street, Westbourne, Nr. 
Emsworth, Hants PO10 8SH. 


Maria Woodward would like to hear from anyone who is interested in going on SeaTrek 


1993. It starts on May 16th to the 21st and sails from Miami to Jamaica and Grand 
Cayman Island. Address above. 


Sheila Cornall would like to hear from any others who like actor Christopher Lloyd. 
She also wants a biography of him plus any articles and photos she doesn't already 
have. Sheila Cornall, 5 Warwick Crescent, Hayes, Middx UB4 8RE. 


I'm an (almost) 18 year old ST fan looking for penpals from anywhere on (or off) 
this world. I love Classic Trek and like some TNG. I also enjoy Red Dwarf, Time 
Tunnel and Quantum Leap. My other interests include reading SF and Fantasy, 
astronomy, writing letters (hint, hint!) piano and music. Please write to Gillian 
Fry, 16 Frankfort St, Glasgow G41 3XG, Scotland. 


I love ST:TNG, my favourite characters are Geordi, Data and Tasha. My other 
interests are Dr. Who, Red Dwarf, Alien(s), ice hockey (I'm a Warrior), drawing, 
reading, writing, skating... I'm 25 and I'd like to hear from TNG addicts anywhere 
in the galaxy - I'd especially like to know I'm not the only person who really 
likes Geordi! Margie Ferguson, 46 Broughton Road, South Shields, Tyne and Wear, 
NE33 2RP. 


SMALL ADS 


Please note: All adverts are printed as a service to members and IDIC cannot 
accept any liability. Adverts will be printed in one newsletter only. 
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Please remember it is illegal to offer videos for sale, except for official copies 

- although there is no law against asking. It is also in breach of copyright to 
advertise photocopies of zines, and unfair to request them, without the permission 
of the editor. Adverts will therefore be edited if necessary. 


FOR SALE: Star Trek and other US & UK series books and annuals. SAE for list. 
Jeremy Briggs, 52 South Scotstoun, South Queensferry, West Lothian EH 30 9YD 


FOR SALE: Many Star Trek and TNG books and magazines, also a number of SF 
paperbacks, all in mint or near mint condition. Scott Carrick, Craigview, 
Craigton, North Kessock, Inverness; tel 0463 73 584 between 7 and i0 pm. 


FOR SALE: Selection of books including I Am Not Spock, Dwellers In The Crucible, 
Vulcan!, and many more (£1.50 each). Also production and 'off air' photographs 
from various classic episodes (50p each). SAE for list. Michelle Drayton, 

10 Atlas Road, Springburn, Glasgow, G21 4TE. Tel: 041 558 2862 


FOR SALE: I have all the Trading Cards I & II for sale 7p each plus SAE. 
Maria Woodward, 'Ashcroft', East Street, Westbourne, Nr. Emsworth, Hants PO10 8SH. 


FOR SALE: "Greenberg's Guide to Star Trek Collectibles, Vol 1, A-E". Imported, &s 
new, illustrated, 190 pages £14.00 inc. p&P. Please contact Mala Laroiya, 47 
Highfield Lane, Quinton, Birmingham B32 1QR. 


FOR SALE: Approx 60 Star Trek novels mostly original Titan editions v.g.c. Also 2 


annuals 1970 & 1978. Send SAE for list. D. Brown, 89 Queens Road, Gosport, Hants 
PO12 1LG. 


FOR SALE: Large format ST books, including F.A.S.A. books. Please send SAE for 
list to Katrina Heintz, 23 Birniehill Avenue, Bathgate, West Lothian. 


FOR SALE: Trek Novels: Chain of Attack, Romulan Way, Bloodthirst, Final Reflection, 
Timetrap, Memory Prime, Wounded Sky, Vulcan's Glory, My Enemy - My Ally, Abode of 
Life, Web of the Romulans, Trellisane Confrontation, Klingon Gambit, Pandora 

Principle, Prometheus Design, Killing Time, Tears of the Singers, Enemy Unseen, 
Mindshadow, Ghost Walker, Crisis On Centaurus, Renegade, Triangle. All novels are 

in good condition and are just £1.50 each inc. P+P. Phone Edwin on (0273) 734860 
after 5.30pm weekdays, any time weekends, or on (0273) 525336 during normal working 
hours. 


FOR SALE: Star Trek: The Next Generation audio tapes of Reunion, £5.50 including P 
& P. Contact Marie Chettle, 21 Quorn Rd, Rushden, Northants NN10 9UU 


FOR SALE: official CIC videos, £5.50 ONO each. ST:TNG: Encounter at Farpoint; 

Naked Now & Code of Honor; Lonely Among Us & Battle; Last Outpost & Where No One 
Has Gone Before; 11001001 & Coming of Age; Datalore & Angel One; Justice & Hide and 
Q; Big Goodbve & Haven. ST: Miri & Empath; ST:TMP; ST IIJ; ST TV; Star Trek novels 
ST:TMP; ST II; ST III; ST V £1.50 ONO each. Edward Woo, 553 Smithdown Rd, 
Wavertree, Liverpool 15, L15 5AF, Merseyside. 


FOR SALE: ST zines, both K/S and gen. For further details please sent SAE to B 
Hickling, 14 Wakefield Place, Leicester LE4 6SD 


FOR SALE: "Stargazer", journal of IAAPS, Patrick Stewart's Fan Club, Nos 7 -12 
available, £2.99 each; ST:TNG novels, nos 1,2, 4-16, £1.99 each; Giant Novels, 
Metamorphosis & Vendetta, £2.99 each; Star Trek - The Official Fan Club Magazines, 
Nos 58,59, 61-78 and 80, £1.50 each, all incl. of p&p. All only read once! 

Contact: Ms T W Pole, 11F Priors Terrace, Tynemouth, North Shields, Tyne & Wear 
NE30 4BE. An SASE would be appreciated. 


WANTED: Does anyone have an ST uniform, ST or TNG, please (in good condition), size 
adult (small). Reasonable price paid. I would be very grateful if I could buy one 
from someone. Benjamin R G Cockrell, 278 Ewell Rd, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7AG 
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WANTED: K/S zine Those Who Believe. Will pay any reasonable price. Contact J 
Turner, 46 Chinnbrook Rd, Billesley, Birmingham B13 OLX. 


WANTED: Does anyone have a copy of the Quantum Leap episode shown on 7th April, 
1992 - The Leap Home Part I - that they could copy for me. I don't have the 
facilities myself. Please contact: Marise Morland~Chapman, 12 Marsh Court, London 
Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1Ew. 


WANTED: participants for a collaborative fiction project. Would suit rolegamers 
particularly, but this isn't essential. Please contact Lesley E, Hatch, 
74 Pitfields Road, Brandhall Estate, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B68 ORG. 


WANTED: Can anyone lend me (or copy for me) any VHS videos of the following - 
Bloopers from either Trek series, Interviews with members of the Next Gen cast; and 
the MTV Special 'The ST Logs. I'll pay all related costs. Please write to Jacqui 
Topp, 39 Corporation Road, Westham, Dorset, ST4 OLJ. 


WANTED: Replies to questions about Star Trek and science fiction. For your copy of 


the survey contact- OUTPOST 50, c/o John F.C. Taylor, 145 Meadow Street, Milford, 
Connecticut 06460, U.S.A. 


WANTED: Copies of De Forest Kelley's Star Trek poems (Printed) or info on where to 
obtain them. Sheila Cornall, 5 Warwick Crescent, Hayes, Middlesex, UB4 8RE. 


WANTED: The zine R & R III. I will pay ANY reasonable price or even pay to borrow 
it if you do not want to sell. All postage costs will be paid - thanks. Julie 
Woolaston, 19 Stonebridge Road, Raddau, Ebbw Vale, Gwent NP3 5SL. 


WANTED: Good or better condition copy of Make It So 2, to buy or borrow. Will pay 
reasonable price or swop for original Trek trading cards. Margie Ferguson, 46 
Broughton Road, South Shields, Tyne and Wear, NE33 2RP. 


WANTED: Does anybody have copies of the War of the Worlds TV series will 
buy/swap/borrow? Please contact Steven Parnell, Meadow Cottage, Irton Moor Lane, 
Irton, Scarborough, N. Yorkshire YO12 4RW. 


WANTED: A copy of the zines: Night of the Twin Moons and Quartet. I will pay any 
reasonable price for these. I am also interested in any old ST zines, not K/S. 

Please contact Lynne Buckley, 160 Fairway Road, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 
9HQ. or ring 0509 508143 after 6pm please. 


WANTED: Anything on Gates "Dr Crusher" McFadden and Michelle "Ensign Ro" Forbes. 
Please contact Tim Knight, c/o Subs Desk, The Kent and Sussex Courier, Longfield 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 3HL and mark envelope “private”. 


WANTED: Does anyone have the first series of Medics which was shown on Granada last 
year? Also Tom Baker in the Book Tower: Host 1977-1980 on video. Peter Huges, 
Bryn Myfyr, West End, Glan Conwy, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd LL28 5SY 


WANTED: DESPERATELY SEEKING SERGIO FANTONI!! If anyone out there has any film/TV 
material starring Sergio Fantoni which I could buy or borrow I would he extremely 
grateful (perhaps our Italian members could help?) I'm especially keen to obtain a 

copy of "Hornet's Nest" in which he starred alongside Rock Hudson and "Do Not 
Disturb" with Doris Day but anything will do - I already have "Von Ryan's Express". 

I will of course pay whatever costs are involved (within reason). Ann Neilson, 105 
Dundrennan Road, Langside, Glasgow G42 9SL. Note: Willie, if you tell the office 

I WILL KILL YOU - it's tough enough being a Trekkie among the unconverted!! 





Trekker required to assist RICHARD BOOTH BOOKSHOPS, Hay-on-Wye, Wales, to develop 
their science fiction bookshop with special reference to Trekking. Job could 

include trips to U.S.A. and France, where French speaking would be an asset. Good 
wages for responsibility for an independent department. Apply to: Richard Booth, 
Hay Castle, Hay-on-Wye, Hereford HR3 SDL. 


98 


BOOKS BOUGHT, in quantity, of every description. We can visit anywhere in the U.K. 
Please write to Sid Wilding, Booth Books, The Limited, Hay-on-Wye, Hereford HR3 
SAA. 


STAR TREK FAN AND ACTOR CLUBS UPDATE 


We have available a set of information sheets giving the addresses and brief 

details of all the British Star Trek clubs and local groups we know about, plus 

Star Trek related actor clubs in the UK and abroad. If you would like a copy write 
and ask Janet; enclose at least a 9" x 6" SAE plus an extra loose 17p stamp. 


(Note: new members receive a copy of this when they join IDIC, although we update 
it with the following info from each newsletter.) 


Please enclose a SASE when writing to clubs for information. 


USS ARAGO NCC-1806: A new STAR TREK club, affiliated to the International 
Federation of Trekkers and launching on June 1 1992. Membership costs £5.00 per 
year. For further information, contact Matthew Conway, 1 St George's Terrace, 
Station Road, Lambourne, Berks RG16 7PW. 


USS INTREPID Star Trek fan club with world-wide membership. £6.50 pa, membership 
includes 4 bumper newsletters and organised events including a second one-day 
Get-Together being held on Sunday June 1992, Gravesend, Kent. For further details 
please send an SASE to Tina Hewett, 65 Park Road, Dartford, Kent DAl 1ST. 


STAR TREK ACTION GROUP: Britain's longest running Star Trek Club. Six newsletters 
per year covering all aspects of the show. Merchandise available. Membership: UK 
£7.00, Europe £9.00, Africa & USA £12.00 (or $ equivalent), rest of the World 

£12.50. For a copy of our latest newsletter please send 2 second-class stamps or 2 
IRCs) to: STAG, 49 Nudger Green, Dobcross, Oldham, OL3 5AW, England. 


OUTPOST ONE ~- the club for Trekkers who are fans of ORIGINAL Star Trek ONLY! 
Membership costs £10 per year for 6 newsletters and a membership package. Payment 
by International Money Order in sterling, or cash in sterling. Please note that 

this club's language is English! Contact: "OUTPOST", Karen Hayden and Bettina 
Rackel, Rheinstrasse 23, 4150 Krefeld, West Germany. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS. Karen & Bettina apologise to members that because of their move they are 
behind with their newsletters and have been unable to answer mail. They will be 
back 'on line' as soon as possible. 


KLINGON ASSAULT GROUP UK (New Address) (Kezia) Alison Leary, 63 Waleron Flats, Old 
Kent Road, London SE1 5UX. 


ATTENTION KLINGONS: The Scottish Bird of Prey has taken flight. For your FREE copy 
and further details send a large SAE (same size as IDIC) to The Klingon Assault 
Group, Robert T. Kirkwood (Kolorth), 2 Isles Terrace, Newmilns, Ayrshire, KA16 9TZ. 


HELPERS NETWORK UK: Your first contact for anything related to Beauty & the Beast. 
Quarterly newsletters, flyers, fanzines. merchandise etc. Subscription rate: £6.00 

per annum. For further details send a SASE to: Gwen Lord, 6 Meadow Lane, 
Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England. 


B.I.A.S. - THE BARRIE INGHAM APPRECIATION SOCIETY: A newly formed club which Barrie 
has authorised. Annual dues are £4 in the UK (£5.50 Europe; £7.00 U.S.A. & Canada; 
£8.00 Australia) for which members receive a welcome pack (including biography, 

credit list and signed photo), & the BIAS CHRONICLE three times a year. BIAS will 

be taking a retrospective look at Barrie's varied career, as well as keeping 

members informed of his future activities. Declare your BIAS now! Details from: 
B.1.A.S., First Floor, 5 Walker Terrace, GATESHEAD, Tyne & Wear NE8 1EB. England. 
Please enclose an s.a.s.e. or 2 IRCs. 
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LOCAL GROUP NEWS 


Anyone wishing to start a local group in the BATH area, Please contact me. L. J. 
Turner, 21 Shaws Way, Twerton, Bath, Avon BA2 10Q. 


WAKEFIELD STARFLEET a new Star Trek club, member of NSFA. Meets every third 
Sunday of the month at Ossett Community Centre, Ossett, Nr. Wakefield at 2.pm. 

Fans may attend two meetings before membership of NSFA is required, NSFA members 
attend free of charge! NSFA membership costs £4.00 per year. For further info 
send an SAE to Wakefield Starfleet, 14 Meadowfields Road, Crofton, Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire. 


HULL STARFLEET Video programme, social outings, competitions. Meeting dates - 
21st June, 19th July, 16th August, 2pm - 6.30 pm at Marist Rugby Club, admission 
£1. For more information contact Tracy Beadle, 7 Lynwood Grove, Goddard Avenue, 
Hull HUS5 2BE, tel. 0482 48562) 


FARPOINT needs you! If you live in the Isle of Wight area then this new local 


group needs you. SAE for info to Philippa Timms, Silver Glade, 9 Grangeside, Shore 
Road, Bonchurch, Isle of Wight PO38 1RW. 


THE LONDON STAR TREK GROUP: bi-monthly, Saturday, 11.00 am - 7.00 pm. For everyone 
in or within travelling distance of London. Latest videos, games, discussions. 


Please send SAE for further information to Kim Farey, 38 Rochford Avenue, Loughton, 
Essex 1G10 2BS. 


LEEDS STARFLEET: SAE to Leeds Starfleet, Leeds LS6 4TE. Meetings (incl. video 
programme) are held between 12 and 5pm on the following Sundays at the Headingley 
Community Centre, North Lane, Leeds: June 14th, July 12th, August 9th. 


THE AWAY TEAM: Glasgow Star Trek Local Group. Meetings every 6 weeks approx. at 
the Central Hotel, Glasgow, 10.00am - 10.00pm. Come along and watch the latest 
videos - you will also get the chance to chat with other fans and to buy 
merchandise. Entry £5.00. Forthcoming dates: Sunday 21ist June. SAE for info to 
The Away Team, P.O. Box 867, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4HR. 


THE BRIDGE CREW: - formerly The Landing Party. A local group based in the south 
east of Scotland. Fortnightly meetings at the Ailsa Craig Hotel. The group can be 
contacted at: Wester Auchinricoch Farm, Banton, Near Kilsyth G65 0QZ. Please 
enclose an SAE. 


PRIME DIRECTIVE meets twice monthly at a city centre venue. Activities include 
days out, video evenings etc. Newcomers always welcome. Write to Michael Butcher, 
501 Beechdale Road, Aspley, Nottingham NG8 3LF, for further info, enclosing an SAE. 


OPEN HOUSE First weekend of every month but please phone first to check (081 985 
0426). Zines for sale, tapes to watch, other fans to chat to. Janet Ellicott, 43 
Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney E9. 


STAR TREK: THE NEW GATHERING (U.S.S. Discovery). Local meetings held in the 
Community Room, St Helens Library monthly. Write for details to Sharon Rowe, 93 
Juddfield Street, Haydock, St Helens, Merseyside WA11 OBD. 


THE OUTER ZONE: WE'RE BACK, and still going boldly where everyone has gone before! 
The Outer Zone meet once a month in Brighton and chat, chat and... chat about 
anything Trek-related and all the latest news on SF & Fantasy, and sometimes go on 
the odd trip to the local movie theatre or con. As an extra incentive to all you 
would-be members, we also watch THE LATEST up-to-date TNG episodes (HOW can you 
pass that up?!?) We also produce our own quarterly combined newsletter/zine called 
"Zone Guide - Phase II" which covers all SF/Fantasy (if we can get the information! 
See the the CITYPRESS/OUTER ZINE ad under the "Zine Ads" section for more details). 
Issue No.1 costs 50p (or 85p inc. p&p). For more details please send an SASE to 

Ms. Sue Parker, The Outer Zone, 42 Victoria Street, BRIGHTON, East Sussex, BN1 3FQ. 
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The deadline for submissions (articles, reviews, ads, etc) for the next newsletter 
is July 29th (July 24th for things sent to Sheila). 


Copyright IDIC June 1992. All rights are reserved to the writers. No attempt is 

made to supersede any rights held by Paramount, NBC, BBC, CIC or any other holders 
of copyright in Star Trek material. Articles should not be reprinted without 

written permission. Factual information may be reprinted with appropriate credit. 


The opinions stated in this newsletter are those of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the committee. 


Send to:- 


Janet - Subscriptions/Renewals, renewals, all newsletter submissions on disc; all 
news, cuttings, adverts, merchandising info etc. for the newsletter; used stamps 
for the Guide Dogs. 

Sheila - All Zine orders; postbag, articles & reviews for the newsletter; TNG 
submissions for zines (stories, portry and artwork); used stamps. 

Valerie - Classic Trek submissions for zines (stories, portry and artwork. 

Helen - Submissions of crosswords, quizzes etc. 


Committee Addresses: 

Janet Quarton, 15 Letter Daill, Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8Sx, Scotland 
Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee DD3 OPH, Scotland 
Valerie Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats, Ayrshire KA21 5EW, Scotland 
Helen White, 34 Fletcher Gardens, Binfield, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1FJ 


Dues UK £6.50, USA/Middle East Air $23.00 (£12.25), Australia £13.50, Europe £8.50. 


DATA PROTECTION ACT 

This is a statutory notice as prescribed by the above Act. In accordance with the 
conditions governing the maintenance of machine-readable records by 
non-incorporated members’ clubs, IDIC must advise that the names and addresses of 
every member are held in a computer-readable format in order to more efficiently 
prepare and despatch newsletters. The information is used for this purpose only, 
and will not be disclosed to any other party whatsoever without the specific 
consent of the Data Subject (ie. the member concerned). You should also be aware 
that you have a statutory right for your name to be deleted from the computer 
record and for your newsletters to be addressed manually. 
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